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Today’s Sermon grew out of two things / places…
1) Last weeks sermon where we spoke about excuses…
Especially…	“I am too busy”
2) A number of comments that I have heard this past week…
It’s already September, how did we get here so fast?
Time is passing by sooo quickly!!

So it got me thinking about…
How many choices do you make every day?	
    What choices have you already made this morning?    (response)

	(Trip to Church – Shower, clothes, time, car, shoot robot
			  Go to shop, where to park, where to sit, etc)

We CHOOSE…
	What to…	Wear,		Eat,		Do,
	Where to…	Go,		Stop,		Walk,
	How to…	Act,		Drive,		Play,
	When to…	Speak,		Run,		Sleep,

The average number of Conscious Decisions… 
(Cornell University – North Carolina USA)
An adult makes per day…	+/-  35 000   (Google says)
		(that calculates to about 34 Decisions a minute)
	A child makes per day…	+/-     3000   (Google says)

We make far more decisions now… than we used to…   (40 years ago)

Before…	Cell phones	(came to SA in 1994)	
- Instant connectivity  (people and the web)
			- Instant decisions	- Arrangements
						- Business
	Average person unlocks their phone 150 times a day…
		That is 150 more decisions than you used to make

We make far more decisions now… than we used to…

Before…	Computers	(Personal Computers came in +/- 1990)
			- businesses became more efficient
			- instant results + quick decisions

Before…	TV		(came to SA in 1975 test broadcasts)
				(national in 1976)
			- Entertainment industry revolutionised
			- Now there are over 150 Satellite TV Channels 
And 250 Radio Stations to choose from
	Every time you press the TV remote you have made a decision…
		Leading to another choice and decision.

Before all this Technology….	I wonder… 
What the Average number of Conscious Decisions was?

I think we can safely say…
	“We make more decisions now than we used to”

There are some DECISIONS that have got soo crowded out…

	That we NO longer Consciously Make them…

		We have got TOO… 	Busy / Rushed   
		Now…	We…		Make Excuses / Forget

BUT…		Those DECISIONS still need to be made.
			We will get to WHAT those Decisions are later

Let us go back to the beginning…	
To Creation…		To Adam and Eve.

They were Created to be in Fellowship / Union with God…
	BUT…	Also with an incredible gift of…     FREE CHOICE

	What DECISIONS did they need to make?…

		What to eat?		How to cultivate the land?

			NO…	Cell Phones,	Computers
				TV Remotes,	Organisations
					Competing for GOD’s Attention 

Later in the Story we are told…
	Adam and Eve…	Made a Decision…  a Choice… and…
Ate from the forbidden tree
		SO…	They made a DECISION… (A CHOICE)
					To Hide from God.



Now TODAY…
WE might not consciously make that decision…
	BUT I think…	Because we are soo Busy / Rushed…
			We are unconsciously HIDING from God

We are soo busy making decisions about the ‘Here and Now’
	THAT…	We do not make the CHOICE to BE with GOD.
			We OMIT to make the CHOICE…
				Therefore we Hide from Him.

Matthews Gospel says… in Matt 6:33

Good News…	“Be concerned above everything else with the 
  Kingdom of God and what it requires of you.”

The Message…	“Step out of the traffic! Take a long, loving 
   look at me, your high God.”

Or in the Language you are familiar with…
King James…	“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God”

We need to take a step back…	“Step out of the traffic”

			Out of the Busyness and Rush of our lives

AND…	     Ask ourselves…   “Where does God fit into all this?”

Have we… 	Squeezed GOD out of everything?
		Got soo busy…	That we have Forgotten God?
		OMITTED to make the CHOICE to Follow Jesus…
				In the EVERYDAY things?

	YET…	 18 times in the Gospels…
Jesus said,   “FOLLOW ME”	IT’s a CHOICE

Where have you CHOSEN to put JESUS in your Life?

In our Very Busy World…	JESUS needs to be 

A CONCIOUS DECISION in our lives.

What SOCIETY has done is… (and maybe US)
	Taken this incredible gift of “FREE CHOICE”
		And allowed our “Busyness” to be SO prominent…
			Instead of…   JESUS.

Remember COVID Lockdown…
	When…       all the Busyness of our worlds…   STOPPED…

		When…	We had time
				We did not have so many… 
DECISIONS to make
				We could choose

IS our Busyness causing us to HIDE from God?

Where have you CHOSEN to put JESUS in your Life?

Is GOD…	Front and Centre?	
Where you choose him to be


OR…	

Is GOD…	Watching from a distance?
				Where you choose him to be,
					While you choose all 
the other stuff.

MY CHALLENGE TO YOU…

Out of those 35 000 Conscious Decisions you make every day…

	Make sure that JESUS is more than just one of them…

Out of the 34 Conscious Decisions we make every minute…	
	
Make sure that JESUS is more than just one of them…


As you CHOOSE TO FOLLOW HIM


SO… 	For the next 60 seconds… LET us CHOOSE to…

Get comfortable, close your eyes, stop our busyness and…
	Imagine and Listen and Receive these words….
From…	Psalm 46 The Message (MSG)



Psalm 46 The Message (MSG)
(A Song of the Sons of Korah)
46 1-3 God is a safe place to hide,
    ready to help when we need him.
We stand fearless at the cliff-edge of doom,
    courageous in seastorm and earthquake,
Before the rush and roar of oceans,
    the tremors that shift mountains.
Jacob-wrestling God fights for us,
    GOD-of-Angel-Armies protects us.
4-6 River fountains splash joy, cooling God’s city,
    this sacred haunt of the Most High.
God lives here, the streets are safe,
    God at your service from crack of dawn.
Godless nations rant and rave, kings and kingdoms threaten,
    but Earth does anything he says.
7 Jacob-wrestling God fights for us,
    GOD-of-Angel-Armies protects us.
8-10 Attention, all! See the marvels of GOD!
    He plants flowers and trees all over the earth,
Bans war from pole to pole,
    breaks all the weapons across his knee.
“Step out of the traffic! Take a long,
    loving look at me, your High God,
    above politics, above everything.”
11 Jacob-wrestling God fights for us,
    GOD-of-Angel-Armies protects us.




Genesis 1:26-31

Then God said, “And now we will make human beings; they will be like us and resemble us. They will have power over the fish, the birds, and all animals, domestic and wild, large and small.” So God created human beings, making them to be like himself. He created them male and female, blessed them, and said, “Have many children, so that your descendants will live all over the earth and bring it under their control. I am putting you in charge of the fish, the birds, and all the wild animals. I have provided all kinds of grain and all kinds of fruit for you to eat; but for all the wild animals and for all the birds I have provided grass and leafy plants for food”—and it was done. God looked at everything he had made, and he was very pleased. Evening passed and morning came—that was the sixth day.



Matthew 6:24+25		

“You cannot be a slave of two masters; you will hate one and love the other; you will be loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

“This is why I tell you: do not be worried about the food and drink you need in order to stay alive, or about clothes for your body. After all, isn't life worth more than food? And isn't the body worth more than clothes? 

Matthew 6:31-33		

“So do not start worrying: ‘Where will my food come from? or my drink? or my clothes?’ (These are the things the pagans are always concerned about.) Your Father in heaven knows that you need all these things.  Instead, be concerned above everything else with the Kingdom of God and with what he requires of you, and he will provide you with all these other things.

