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The Apollo 13 Mission to the moon: 
The mission had numerous problems and failures, (made a Movie)

It is said…	“The only thing that saved the men on board was… 
creativity and will to live.”
On the Mission the computers froze
The Crew needed to manually make a pivotal course corrections,
Using the Earth as a point of reference.

They made the journey home successfully because…
 			They kept their focus on the goal

We all have a need to keep FOCUSED.
FOCUS can be our best friend or worst enemy, 
when we keep our focus on positive things… 
it is a true friend, 
when we focus on the negative…  
it becomes our worst enemy, 

In today’s world we often get Distracted…
	Therefore, we lose FOCUS.
		There are numerous studies that have shown that…
			Because of all the distractions we LOSE FOCUS
			The result being that over time…
				Our Attention Span has shortened
		(We see this especially amongst teenagers)

Our FOCUS is a choice and… 
where we place that focus is our responsibility…
Where do you keep your FOCUS?

Often our tendency as human beings is to…
Take our eyes off of God and…	look only at… 
the situation life finds us in, and we get overwhelmed.

My main point this morning is that our FOCUS must be on God…
We must always be focussed on God.

In Good times…	when things are going smoothly and in Bad times…	everything seems against us. 

We’re going to be looking at chapter 4 of the book of Revelation.

Just a little bit of background…
The purpose of the book of Revelation is very clear…
it was written to encourage Christians. 

Sure it speaks of… 	war, 	strife, 	plagues and 
the huge battle between God and Satan.
				God of course wins.    (over simplified)
That is the Encouragement…
We know who wins - who is more powerful 
Who is more worthy of our love and service

The first three chapters of Revelation are…
Known as the 7 letters to the 7 Churches…
with specific instructions for each. 

Revelation chapter 4 begins a new section, 
And it begins in the throne room of heaven.

AND it FOCUSES on 3 things…
1) God’s Position – in the center on the throne	
2) God’s Power
3) God’s Perfection / Holiness
And so Sets the tone for the rest of the Book.

Read… 	Rev 4:1-11

Firstly…	God needs to be Front and Centre.

As John relates his vision…	He is ushered into Heaven
	INTO the Throne room of Heaven.
		AND…	On the Throne sits Jesus.
			In colours resembling beauty and radiance 
			Surrounded by a rainbow and other thrones
			And all the creatures worship God / Jesus…
				AT THE CENTRE

John sees God on His throne…
	In the CENTRE…	of EVERYTHING
Exalted above everything else
		EVERYTHING is FOCUSED on Jesus


Let us pause there…
	When you look at your life, is God at the centre?
	What POSITION does God hold in your life?...
		Centre…	as Supreme Ruler
	Or…	Sideliner…	as an Occasional Advisor
			  	(that you use when your wisdom runs out)

It’s an important question to answer, 
because the rest of the book of Revelation details what happens 
to those who do not… 	acknowledge Christ as their king 
focus on God and make Him the 
centre of their lives…
            and it’s not a pretty picture

On the other hand, for those that…
 DO acknowledge Jesus as Lord and King…
the rewards are great, and guaranteed - eternity in paradise!

Maybe today… you need to make that decision…	
			Make JESUS the centre of your LIFE.

IF…	God is at the CENTRE of your life…

That PERSPECTIVE…		will give you strength…
 to face whatever challenges come your way.

The Second focus of the passage is on GOD’s POWER.

God on the Throne is a position and a Focus of Power…
		A seat of Authority and Power

Then in verse 5… 
“From the throne came flashes of lightning, 
     rumblings, and peals of thunder”

Pictures of God’s awesome power…
Images designed to communicate to the reader something 
of the scope and magnitude of the power of God.

We often hear reports on the news of… 
the power of the forces of nature…
Flooding,	Hurricanes,	Earthquake,
Tsunamis,	Fires,		Volcanos…

Ever seen and heard a Highveld Thunderstorm? 
		It can take your breath away.
	Example…I	 remember my cousins, who live in Natal,
visiting us in Jo’burg…
When there was a Thunderstorm…
	They would go hide under their beds.

	Ever stood next to a RUSHING waterfall?… the Sound of it.
				

	Look up at the EXPANS of the universe…  WOW!!
Those Images… 	always remind me how frail we as humans are…
				in comparison to the power of God. 

With all our technology and expertise…
		We still cannot control Nature

It is important to note as we FOCUS on God’s power…
that we control how much it flows in our lives. 

God’s POWER to work in and through us… 
is dependent upon our cooperation with Him.
It works a lot like a tap. 
By turning the tap on just a small bit, 
you get just a few drops of water. 
By opening it up more, 
you allow more water to flow. 

It is possible for us to limit the ability of God to work in our lives. 

If He is…	at the centre…		He can do great things.
		On the side lines…	NOT so much

When we FOCUS on…	God at the Centre…
			God’s power flowing from his Throne…

we can face every situation in our lives with…
 	Boldness, 	Courage,       and   Confidence.

What a wonderful HOPE…
What a SECURE ANCHOR…
What a worthy FOCUS.

The Third FOCUS of the Passage is one of…	GOD’s PERFECTION.

He is a Holy God, perfect in every way.
	God at the Centre on the Throne… 
surrounded by those who worship Him
	God of Power…
		Displayed in so many ways.

And those who worship Him…   Proclaim… (verse 8 + 11)…

Day and night they never stop singing: "Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord God Almighty, who was, who is, and who is to come." 

"Our Lord and God! You are worthy to receive glory, honour,
 and power. For you created all things, and by your will they 
were given existence and life." 

The FOCUS in the worship of those creatures surrounding the throne… 
is on the HOLINESS of God’s character.

Focusing on God’s Holiness…
	Immediately confronts us with our own SIN (by comparison)

Remember the story of Isaiah… (Chapter 6)…
	Those words of worship are also used…
Then Isaiah says…	“There is no hope for me,
				I am a sinful man…
			Yet I have seen the Lord Almighty.”

Focusing on God’s Holiness makes us realise our SINFULNESS

AND…	     Helps us to… 
keep on the Straight and Narrow
		Do what is Right in God’s Eyes
		To approach things with the right attitude / perspective
Adjust our actions and maintain our integrity while
 	working hard towards a resolution of the problem.

FOCUS on God…
	He needs to be Front and Centre (Position)
	He is All-Powerful
	He is Holy…
			KEEP FOCUSSED on GOD.

I Leave you with this verse from…  Hebrews 12:2… 

	“Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our 
 	 faith depends from beginning to end.”






Psalm 46	God Is with Us

God is our shelter and strength,
    always ready to help in times of trouble.
So we will not be afraid, even if the earth is shaken
    and mountains fall into the ocean depths;
even if the seas roar and rage,
    and the hills are shaken by the violence.

There is a river that brings joy to the city of God,
    to the sacred house of the Most High.
God is in that city, and it will never be destroyed;
    at early dawn he will come to its aid.
Nations are terrified, kingdoms are shaken;
    God thunders, and the earth dissolves.

The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come and see what the Lord has done.
    See what amazing things he has done on earth.
He stops wars all over the world;
    he breaks bows, destroys spears,
    and sets shields on fire.
“Stop fighting,” he says, “and know that I am God,
    supreme among the nations,
    supreme over the world.”

The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our refuge.











Revelation 4:1-11	Worship in Heaven

At this point I had another vision and saw an open door in heaven.

And the voice that sounded like a trumpet, which I had heard speaking to me before, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after this.” At once the Spirit took control of me. There in heaven was a throne with someone sitting on it. His face gleamed like such precious stones as jasper and carnelian, and all around the throne there was a rainbow the colour of an emerald. In a circle around the throne were twenty-four other thrones, on which were seated twenty-four elders dressed in white and wearing crowns of gold. From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings, and peals of thunder. In front of the throne seven lighted torches were burning, which are the seven spirits of God. Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.

Surrounding the throne on each of its sides, were four living creatures covered with eyes in front and behind. The first one looked like a lion; the second looked like a bull; the third had a face like a human face; and the fourth looked like an eagle in flight. Each one of the four living creatures had six wings, and they were covered with eyes, inside and out. Day and night they never stop singing:

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
    who was, who is, and who is to come.”

The four living creatures sing songs of glory and honour and thanks to the one who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever. When they do so, the twenty-four elders fall down before the one who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives forever and ever. They throw their crowns down in front of the throne and say,

“Our Lord and God! You are worthy
    to receive glory, honour, and power.
For you created all things,
    and by your will they were given existence and life.”

