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A Rope is used for many things…	(Congregation Response)
To tie things up,	
To pull things in a direction,
To hang things from above,
To help climb mountains,
The list goes on and on.

In today’s world we need to hold onto a ROPE of HOPE

We talk about HOPE at Christmas or during Advent…
	BUT…		What about the rest of the year?
		
				We need HOPE all year round

For some Christmas is a sad season that… 
they can barely talk about it. 
The death of a loved one – this year / at this time of year
The loss of a job / bad experience

We all need HOPE…	We ALL want HOPE !!

Not only at Christmas but all year round

HOPE… 	is not only hard to find; 	it’s difficult to define. 
Some equate hope with an optimistic feeling… 
that all will turn out well 	
- Winning the Rugby World Cup,   
- Hope we have NO load shedding

Some of us have lost hope this past year…
by disappointment and lost expectations. 
By adverse circumstance and situations.

However… 	a HOPE that is dependent on Circumstances
			Is Very Fragile and Uncertian
		Fine if things go well…	
BUT what when they do not go well?
 
Hear these words of encouragement…
Hope is a future certainty grounded in a present reality.
Hope is wishing for what God has already promised us. 

Isaiah 40:31 reminds us that… strength is renewed 
for those who hope in the Lord. 

Hope means that… 
I bring Who I am… my pain / struggles and circumstances
to the Lord in one hand and… 
In the other hand I hold onto the Promises of God. 

Paul reminds us in…

Romans 8:24-25…
	“For it was by HOPE that we were saved; but if we see what
 	we hope for, then it is not really hope. For who of us hopes
 	for something we see? But if we HOPE for what we do not
 	see, we wait for it with patience.” 

Holding onto the ROPE of HOPE we need to embrace…
 	THE…	Past, 	Present   and    Future

SO…	When your grip on HOPE begins to slip, hold on to…

1. PAST PROMISES. 

The Old Testament looked forward to the coming of Christ… 
As God progressively revealed His plan to send His promised One. 

In the first half of the Bible we read… 
of people hoping and longing and waiting. 
After Jesus is born,… 	we see this longing fulfilled. 

As we look back we see how faithful God is and has been…
	- Prayer groups and requests (healings etc)
	- God’s guidance and presence in retrospect

God remains faithful to His promises

A woman named Anna is an example of this in Luke 2:38… 
because when she sees the baby Jesus she gives thanks 
and speaks about the Messiah, Jesus, to… 
         “all who were looking forward to redemption.” 
	         “all who were waiting for God to set Jerusalem free”

God’s faithfulness to past promises… 	Gives us HOPE


2. PRESENT HELP. 

No matter what you’re going through right now, 
no matter how much pain is pummeling you, 
or how much failure you’re feeling, 
or how BAD the budget looks…
you can count on God to help right now. 

Psalm 46:1: “God is an ever-present help in trouble.” 

Everyone of us, Sooner or Later, will have to deal with…
		Something – 	Unforeseen / Unexpected
		Some -		Struggle / Tragic event

It could be… 
illness			or 	loneliness 	   or 
straying children 	or 	financial worries  or 
broken relationships	or	unemployment

This is when Jesus, the HOPE of heaven, steps into our hurts. 

The key is…
Not to hope FOR Something; 
BUT… 		to hope IN Someone. 

Not to hope for something FROM God 	   
BUT… 		to hope IN God.

I love what David Henderson writes: 
“Holding fast to hope means being unwilling to let
circumstances have the last word. 
Despair says… 	circumstances tell us…
 what is true about God. 
Hope says…	God tells us… 
what is true about circumstances”  
(Discipleship Journal, Issue #114).

GOD IS WITH US – That is what Christmas is all about…
That is where our HOPE is found…
Not in 	Success,	Achievement, 	Promotion,
			Security… 	things going right…
			Winning World Cups (although that might help)

	BUT…	  In God,    in Christ	- RIGHT NOW
When your grip on HOPE begins to slip, hold on to…

Past Promises  and  Present Help  and…

3. FUTURE GLORY. 

There is a future element to HOPE. 

Reminds me of Peanuts cartoon where Lucy and Linus are sitting in front of the TV when Lucy says to Linus: 
“Get me a glass of water.” 
Linus looks surprised and asks, 
“Why should I do anything for you? 
  You never do anything for me!” 
To which Lucy promises: 
“On your 75th birthday I’ll bake you a cake.” 
Linus gets up, heads toward the kitchen and says, 
“Life is more pleasant when you have 
  Something to look forward to.”

Our senses scream that this is all there is… 
– that life is the sum total of…  Professions  +  Possessions,
 and death ends it all. 

But this world is neither our home nor our HOPE 
The Bible says that those who are… 
wrapped in a relationship with Jesus Christ… 
have the hope of heaven… 
a confident assurance in God’s promises. 

To HOPE means we also need to WAIT. 

Galatians 5:5 encourages us to hang in there… 
“By faith we eagerly await through the Spirit… 
   the righteousness for which we hope.” 

It’s only as I place my HOPE in God…
that I am freed from a compulsive pursuit of the next thing
that I think will bring satisfaction to my soul. 

HOPE then can help me through tragedy or triumph. 

Jesus came at Christmas the first time…
AND the Bible is clear that JESUS is coming back again.

That is the Hope we live with – That Christ will return.

BUT… Until then what can we do… 
to make our ‘Hope’ Stronger?
To HOLD more securely onto the ROPE of HOPE

3 things…	we can do…

#1: Get wrapped up in Scripture. 

Romans 15:4: “For everything that was written in the past was 
written to teach us, so that through endurance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have HOPE.” 

	Allow Scripture to Inspire and Comfort us…
		KNOW God’s Promises and TRUST God’s Promises

#2: Get wrapped up in the Savior. 

Jesus is the Savior, your Saviour, our Saviour, my Saviour

Matthew 1:21… “you will call him Jesus, because He will 
save His people from their sins.” 

The way to have hope is to have Christ in your life.
Colossians 1:27 says… 	the mystery of God is…
“Christ in you is the HOPE of glory.” 

God became one of us in order to get a message of HOPE to us.

#3: Get wrapped up in salvation. 

Maybe you’re at a place where you now realize that it’s time to… 
hold on to the ROPE of HOPE because you don’t know how to cope. 

Hebrews 6:18-20a
“There are these two things, then, that cannot change and about which God cannot lie. So we who have found safety with him are greatly encouraged to hold firmly to the HOPE placed before us.
We have this HOPE as an anchor for our lives. It is safe and sure, 
and goes through the curtain of the heavenly temple into the inner sanctuary. On our behalf Jesus has gone in there before us and has become a high priest forever.”

Let me leave you with this ditty…

Allow JESUS to wrap Himself around you…
Live right inside of you… 	so that… 

when you don’t know how to cope 
you can hold on to the Rope of Hope.









Psalm 46		God Is with Us

God is our shelter and strength,
    always ready to help in times of trouble.
So we will not be afraid, even if the earth is shaken
    and mountains fall into the ocean depths;
even if the seas roar and rage,
    and the hills are shaken by the violence.

There is a river that brings joy to the city of God,
    to the sacred house of the Most High.
God is in that city, and it will never be destroyed;
    at early dawn he will come to its aid.
Nations are terrified, kingdoms are shaken;
    God thunders, and the earth dissolves.

The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come and see what the Lord has done.
    See what amazing things he has done on earth.
He stops wars all over the world;
    he breaks bows, destroys spears,
    and sets shields on fire.
“Stop fighting,” he says, “and know that I am God,
    supreme among the nations,
    supreme over the world.”

The Lord Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our refuge


[bookmark: _Hlk152234877]Isaiah 61:1-4+8-11	

The Sovereign Lord has filled me with his Spirit.
He has chosen me and sent me
To bring good news to the poor,
To heal the broken-hearted,
To announce release to captives
And freedom to those in prison.
He has sent me to proclaim

That the time has come
When the Lord will save his people
And defeat their enemies.
He has sent me to comfort all who mourn,
To give to those who mourn in Zion
Joy and gladness instead of grief,
A song of praise instead of sorrow.
They will be like trees
That the Lord himself has planted.
They will all do what is right,
And God will be praised for what he has done.
They will rebuild cities that have long been in ruins.

(8-11)
The Lord says,

“I love justice and I hate oppression and crime.
I will faithfully reward my people
And make an eternal covenant with them.
They will be famous among the nations;
Everyone who sees them will know
That they are a people whom I have blessed.”

Jerusalem rejoices because of what the Lord has done.
She is like a bride dressed for her wedding.
God has clothed her with salvation and victory.
As surely as seeds sprout and grow,
The Sovereign Lord will save his people,
And all the nations will praise him.


Luke 2:36-38

There was a very old prophet, a widow named Anna, daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of Asher. She had been married for only seven years and was now eighty-four years old. She never left the Temple; day and night she worshiped God, fasting and praying. That very same hour she arrived and gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were waiting for God to set Jerusalem free.

