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There is a story of Satan… 
getting all his henchmen together…
	To strategize their actions against the Church.
Satan mapped out a game plan…
	Demonic moves / Intervention / Contingent Strategies
At the end of the session Satan said…
	“Now get out there and do your absolute best 
to keep the Christians from winning the lost.”
As the henchmen headed for the door Satan added…
	“By the way, be careful. If those Christians ever begin to
 		really believe what they say, and act on it, then 
hell help us, all heaven is going to BREAK LOOSE.” 

Pentecost… IS WHEN HEAVEN BROKE LOOSE…
		When the Holy Spirit came.

2 Weeks ago was??	Pentecost Sunday…
       Celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit
Last Week was??	Trinity Sunday (Traditionally)

Continuing the Theme of the Holy Spirit there is his verse… 
from 1 Corinthians that reads…
“No one can confess "Jesus is Lord," without 
    	being guided by the Holy Spirit.”   (1 Cor 12:3b)  

From earliest times Christians have called Jesus “LORD”
	In Roman times… people had to declare…
					“Caesar is Lord”

Many Christians could not do that…
	For them there was only One LORD – Jesus
		The consequence was many DIED for their faith…
			BUT…	 The Church still grew.

What does it mean for us… To call 	“JESUS LORD?”
	What does it mean for you?



For me it means…
FIRSTLY… Jesus is Lord of my mind. (Lord of our minds)

That does not mean that as Christians we cease to use our minds
	Over the years some Churches have feared thinking people
	Some churches even banned certain books…
			Because they posed difficult questions.

Our Faith does not force us to abandon our intellect.

Some Christians are afraid of thinking new thoughts…
	If they get all the pieces out of the box…
		Will they get them all back again?
	Therefore things will never be the same again…
		Well maybe they should not be the way they were.

God created our minds for us to use them…	Not to ignore them.

So what about the… difficult Topics and Questions…
		African Spirituality
		Politics (Church and State)
		Violence (Gender Based Violence, Gangsterism)
		Corruption and Governance
		Wealth and Poverty

	Jesus is bigger than our thoughts, topics and our questions 
	Jesus can handle our doubts and our thinking.

IN FACT when Jesus was asked…
	“What is the greatest commandment?”… he said…
	“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
 and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Matt 22:37)

Jesus needs to be LORD of our MINDS

	Jesus needs to INFLUENCE our MINDS and our THINKING…
		On ALL Topics and Questions

Jesus needs to be LORD of our MINDS




SECONDLY… Jesus is Lord of my heart.  (Lord of our hearts)

Theologians often say that in every person there is a… 
God Shaped Space.
	And until that space is filled with God… 
we will always be wanting / empty

In today’s world many fill that space with stuff like…
	Possessions 	or 	Wealth,		
(No matter how much we own or have…
there will still be a yearning for more)
Position 	or 	Status,
(No matter how high we are – CEO or President…
there will still be an emptiness)
Achievements	or 	Accolades,
(No matter how many medals we win…
there will still be an emptiness)
NONE of these satisfy.
.		
The other option is that we put God into that God Shaped Space…
	BUT…	the problem is…	many people…
       only put in enough of God to be comfortable.

Wilbur Rees wrote a book… “$3,00 Worth of God”
In it he wrote…

	“I would like to buy $3,00 worth of God, please, 
not enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep, 
but just enough to equal a cup of warm milk, 
or a snooze in the sunshine…	
	I want ecstasy, not transformation;
	I want the warmth of the womb, not new birth.”

To restrict the role of God in our lives…
	Is to acknowledge that something else is still Lord.

If Jesus is going to be Lord of our hearts we need to make that 
decision to commit our lives to him wholeheartedly…
	This will be followed by a growing commitment 
of one’s life to the kind of God… 
revealed in Jesus Christ.

Jesus needs to be LORD of our HEARTS
THIRDLY… Jesus is Lord of my Actions  (Lord of our Actions)

Too often we get caught in the trap of thinking that…
		‘To say the right thing is to be the right thing’
That unfortunately is Religion…
	Because we can confess with our lips…
				BUT…	 deny with our lives.

We can go through all the MOTIONS,
Do all the right things,
Attend all the Courses,
Go to Church every Sunday,

WITHOUT…  Our lives being Changed or Transformed.

Matt 7:21	
“Not everyone who calls me 'Lord, Lord' will enter the 
Kingdom of heaven, but only those who DO what my 
Father in heaven wants them to DO.”

DEVOTION must never become a substitute for ACTION

I must confess that often, my actions fall short… 
of what I would like them to be.

Story of a student in a very traditional church
	Church – Suites / orderly / proper
Student – T-shirt / slops / long hair

Student enters full church,
	Walks down isle looking for a seat – cannot find one
	Gets to the front and just sits on the floor

Cannot have this / we do not act like that here
Who is going to put this student in his place

Elderly steward walks from the back – with a cane for balance
	He must do what he must do – silence in the church
	He reaches the student, 
	Struggles onto his haunches…
Looks the student in his eyes…	and asks…
	“May I sit with you here and we can worship together.”

That Stewards actions spoke a thousand sermons.


We do not always get it right but… 
that does not give us the excuse not to try

A mem on my phone read…	“Today… You are free to fail.”
	
That is the meaning of Grace
	
We are free to FAIL, BUT… 	We are not free NOT to try.

We need to be…	
LOVING… 		in our ACTIONS
		GENEROUS…	in our GIVING
		QUIET…		in our LISTENING
		HELPFUL…		in our CHARITY
		FAITHFUL…		in our SERVICE

Jesus needs to be LORD of our ACTIONS

Jesus leads us…We follow Him…	Jesus is our LORD…

			JESUS IS LORD OF LORDS

May Jesus be LORD of our…
	
MINDS,	HEARTS,	ACTIONS. 



 















2 Corinthians 4:1-6	

Spiritual Treasure in Clay Pots

God in his mercy has given us this work to do, and so we do not become discouraged. We put aside all secret and shameful deeds; we do not act with deceit, nor do we falsify the word of God. In the full light of truth we live in God's sight and try to commend ourselves to everyone's good conscience. For if the gospel we preach is hidden, it is hidden only from those who are being lost. They do not believe, because their minds have been kept in the dark by the evil god of this world. He keeps them from seeing the light shining on them, the light that comes from the Good News about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. For it is not ourselves that we preach; we preach Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. The God who said, “Out of darkness the light shall shine!” is the same God who made his light shine in our hearts, to bring us the knowledge of God's glory shining in the face of Christ.

























Philippians 2:1-11	Christ's Humility and Greatness

Your life in Christ makes you strong, and his love comforts you. You have fellowship with the Spirit, and you have kindness and compassion for one another. I urge you, then, to make me completely happy by having the same thoughts, sharing the same love, and being one in soul and mind. Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire to boast, but be humble toward one another, always considering others better than yourselves. And look out for one another's interests, not just for your own. The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had:

He always had the nature of God, but he did not think that by force 
he should try to remain equal with God.
Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had,
    	and took the nature of a servant.
He became like a human being and appeared in human likeness.
He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death -
    	his death on the cross.
For this reason God raised him to the highest place above
    	and gave him the name that is greater than any other name.
And so, in honor of the name of Jesus all beings in heaven, on earth, 
and in the world below will fall on their knees,
and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    	to the glory of God the Father.



