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Think of This… 
Today millions of people are gathering to worship God, 
And… 		He’s witnessing all of it. 

I wonder what that’s like… 
I wonder what God likes and doesn’t like…

I wonder… 
- what kind of music God likes best…
- if God prefers a traditional or a contempary service…
- if He prefers a small gathering, or big church…
- if He likes a long service with all the bells and whistles, 
Or… 	one that’s short and to the point…
- if He prefers hearing a song that is old… 
Or… 	one that is new…
- if He likes it better in a certain order…
Or…	if He likes it to be different each time…
- if He wants it to be full of technology, Or plain / simple…
- if He prefers it to be indoors Or outdoors…
- if He wants people to be quiet and contemplative…
Or…	if He wants us to be loud and responsive…
	(Each one of you had an opinion on each of those points)


I wonder if what God wants is really even… 
what we concern ourselves with sometimes. 

	So, I wonder…	What God wants MOST?	

There was a woman who sort of asked this question. 
She wondered too, What does God want?

The church across town had an open rivalry with her church. 
The two had split off from each other many years before.
They were divided…	Racially,	Culturally,  
Theologically, 	and Geographically.
 
In fact, those 2 groups of people had very little to do with each other.  
She was a Samaritan… 
The Samaritans worshiped on the mountain. 
The other church was the Jews. 
They worshiped in Jerusalem in the Temple. 

This woman is surprised that Jesus even speaks with her. 
But, once she realizes who Jesus is…
she asks Him to clear up who’s right and wrong.

“You Jews say you have to worship in Jerusalem. 
We say you should worship here. Who’s right?” 

You might paraphrase it, 
         “What does God want MOST?”

And that’s where we are today…. 
· what kind of music is best, (which instruments)
· when should we meet, how long should the service be
· what should the order be, 
· how big should a congregation be 


Are we really concerned with what God wants?
OR… Have we allowed the focus to become what we want? 


And, as Jesus speaks to this Samaritan woman, 
He mentions something about worship that God wants. 
In fact, the word Jesus uses there in vs 23 isn’t… 
“here’s what God prefers,” or “what God might like.” 
He uses a word that most often means He’s pursuing this – 
God’s seeking it out – it’s important to Him – 
It’s truly what He’s after.

John 4:19-24
"I see you are a prophet, sir," the woman said. "My Samaritan
 ancestors worshiped God on this mountain, but you Jews say that
Jerusalem is the place where we should worship God." 
Jesus said to her, "Believe me, woman, the time will come when
people will not worship the Father either on this mountain or in
Jerusalem. You Samaritans do not really know whom you worship;
but we Jews know whom we worship, because it is from the Jews
that salvation comes. 
But the time is coming and is already here, when by the power
of God's Spirit people will worship the Father as he really is,
offering him the true worship that he WANTS. 
God is Spirit, and only by the power of his Spirit can people
worship him as he really is." 

 KJV…(vs24)… ”God is spirit, and his worshipers 
          must worship in spirit and in truth."
So when it comes to God, and our worship of Him…
	WHAT DOES GOD WANT MOST?	(four things)

1. GOD WANTS…	Your Best, Not Your Leftovers

I’m a firm believer in leftovers…	I love leftovers
Use whatever we can… so we do not waste
I enjoy Left over food the next day… esp: Stew

But sometimes it’s just NOT appropriate to serve up leftovers. 
They aren’t as classy as fixing a meal. 
They don’t communicate love quite as much. 

We sometimes find it easy to offer leftovers in places
where we shouldn’t... 
Just take a normal day for example…
You get up, get ready, and off you go 
· to work, school, where ever you go
And you spend yourself on things that all take ENERGY 

Then when it comes to spending time with the people who are 
supposed to be the most important in your life, 
YOU ARE EXHAUSTED…   and what do they get? 

LEFTOVERS.  And they can usually tell that’s what they’re getting

On a larger scale, what’s God getting… 
when it comes to our time spent Worshiping Him
together here in Church OR in private? 

In Old Testament… 
God had a way of helping His people to 
give their best instead of leftovers. 
It was called “FIRST FRUITS.” 
There was, among their usual offerings, this rule that… 
the VERY FIRST of their crops and their livestock…
 				belonged to God. 
It was a way of… 
· acknowledging that God was the One who provided it all,
· making sure that God wasn’t just getting what was…
 	LEFT after the rest was used up. 
			GOD WANTED THEIR BEST.
Exodus 23:19	- “Bring the best of the first fruits of your soil to 
    the house of the LORD your God.”
Proverbs 3:9 	- “Honour the LORD with your wealth, 
    with the first fruits of all your crops;”

In the book of Leviticus, 
which has all the details about sacrifices and offerings, 
the phrase “Without any defects” appears 32 times
That’s because anytime an animal was brought to God for sacrifice,
 	it was supposed to be the best  	- not inferior to the rest.
- NOT… Leftovers

Take a look at what you’re serving up to God. 
Is your giving at offering time an honest effort to show 
God He is your priority, or is it what’s left after
everyone else gets their share? 
And when it’s related to 168 hours in a week…
what’s God getting from that? 

Is it your FIRST FRUITS, or is it your LEFTOVERS
GOD wants your best. 
He gave His best, and He wants our best.

2. GOD WANTS…	Your Heart, Not Just Your Motions

We were not created to be robots or puppets…
	Programmed to respond in a particular way 
at particular times.
Imagine it…	ALWAYS…
Saying the right words, Thinking the right thoughts… 
ALL at the right times.
	Push a button… Get a response
Just going through the motions…	Problem is, 	
God doesn’t want us to just go through right motions, 
OR He would have made us that way . 
He wants something deeper.

Isaiah 29:13
“The Lord said, "These people claim to worship me, but their words are meaningless, and their hearts are somewhere else. Their religion is nothing but human rules and traditions, which they have simply memorized.” 


In Ezekiel… God describes the emptiness of His people. 
They had the right worship motions… 
They were coming to listen to Ezekiel speak… 
Going through the motions of worship…
BUT…   their hearts were in the wrong place.
Ezekiel 33:31-32
“So my people crowd in to hear what you have to say, but they don't do what you tell them to do. Loving words are on their lips, but they continue their greedy ways. 
 To them you are nothing more than an entertainer singing love songs or playing a harp. They listen to all your words and don't obey a single one of them.” 

There’s a reason God didn’t make us all into robots / puppets…
with bland, pre-fabricated sayings.
It’s because that’s not what He wants. 
God wants 	Your Praise, Your Thanks, Your Prayers,
Your Giving, Your Singing,… 
       to come from your HEART. 

The Psalmist wrote… “Praise the Lord, my soul! All my being,
 			praise His holy name.”  Psalm 103:1

What’s God getting from you as you worship Him? 
Is it from your heart, or does it just look good?

3. GOD WANTS…	Your Head, Not Just Your Emotions

Jesus didn’t pull punches with this Samaritan woman…
He told her she had had 5 husbands and 
was now living with a man who wasn’t her husband. 
Then Jesus says her…
	“You Samaritans do not know whom you worship”       John 4:22

Their worship was… 	enthusiastic and maybe from the heart. 
Their rituals were…	full of “spirit.” 
BUT… 	they didn’t worship in "truth." . 

Worship has to be based on what’s TRUE, not just what’s FELT. 

Every one of us lives by some basic belief system
It may be true, or not, but you have some basic beliefs
 that shape who you are – and how you worship.
God wants that basic set of beliefs to be TRUE… 
so that your worship is TRUE. (to know)
Take a look at your thoughts about worship. 
Do you approach it based on what you know to be true, 
OR… by what you feel is appropriate? 
There’s a difference.

Paul tells Timothy, (I Tim 4:13) 
“Until I come, give your time and effort to the public
 reading of the Scriptures and to preaching and teaching.” 

The TRUTHS of God must be central to our worship and lives 
Without it, we have no reason… 
to rejoice, to stand in awe, to pray expectantly, 
to meet around the Lord’s Table, 
to celebrate what we have in Jesus. 
God wants our heads as much as he wants our emotions.

4. GOD WANTS…	Your Life, Not Just an Hour

The internet often brings in a good joke or two…
I received a list of…	“honest hymns”…
– the reworked titles of some traditional hymns. 
“I Surrender Some”
“Where He Leads Me, I Will Consider Following”
“Some of the Way, My Saviour Leads Me”
"I Need Thee Once In Awhile"
"Have My Own Way, Lord"

We need to constantly re-examine whether or not… 
we’re giving God what He truly wants. 
Is your worship life with God something that’s… 
confined to this hour on a Sunday, once a week?

OR…	Is God filtering through every hour of your week?

John MacArthur defined worship in the following way…
“Worship is all that we are, responding to all that God is.”

It reminds me of the “language of totality” the Bible uses in the way we relate to God. Listen to it in these verses:


1 Thessalonians 5:23 
“May the God who gives us peace make you holy in every way and keep your whole being---spirit, soul, and body---free from every fault at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Matthew 22:37 
“Jesus answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
 with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

Romans 12:1
“So then, my friends, because of God’s great mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should offer.” 

How much have we truly given to God… 
compared to the other 167 hours of the week? 

God doesn’t want us to “fit Him in” with life. 
He wants our life to fit around Him. 
He doesn’t want to be another item on a To Do list. 
He wants to be the paper you begin with. 
He doesn’t want to be in your planner. 
He wants to be your planner. 
He doesn’t want to be another consideration in your budget. 
He wants to be the beginning and end of your budget. 

GOD DOESN’T WANT YOUR HOUR…  
HE WANTS YOUR LIFE. 

What God wants MOST…	IS…	All of you. 

Your mind, 	Your heart, 	Your time, 
Your first, 	Your best, 	Your last,

Every Part of you.

Jesus gave up everything for you…

What GOD wants most…	IS YOU !!
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In Samaria he came to a town named Sychar, which was not far from the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired out by the trip, sat down by the well. It was about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw some water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink of water.” (His disciples had gone into town to buy food.)

The woman answered, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan—so how can you ask me for a drink?” (Jews will not use the same cups and bowls that Samaritans use.)

Jesus answered, “If you only knew what God gives and who it is that is asking you for a drink, you would ask him, and he would give you life-giving water.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “you don't have a bucket, and the well is deep. Where would you get that life-giving water? It was our ancestor Jacob who gave us this well; he and his children and his flocks all drank from it. You don't claim to be greater than Jacob, do you?”

Jesus answered, “Those who drink this water will get thirsty again, but those who drink the water that I will give them will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give them will become in them a spring which will provide them with life-giving water and give them eternal life.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “give me that water! Then I will never be thirsty again, nor will I have to come here to draw water.”

“Go and call your husband,” Jesus told her, “and come back.”

“I don't have a husband,” she answered.

Jesus replied, “You are right when you say you don't have a husband. 18 You have been married to five men, and the man you live with now is not really your husband. You have told me the truth.”

“I see you are a prophet, sir,” the woman said. “My Samaritan ancestors worshiped God on this mountain, but you Jews say that Jerusalem is the place where we should worship God.”



Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the time will come when people will not worship the Father either on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans do not really know whom you worship; but we Jews know whom we worship, because it is from the Jews that salvation comes. But the time is coming and is already here, when by the power of God's Spirit people will worship the Father as he really is, offering him the true worship that he wants. God is Spirit, and only by the power of his Spirit can people worship him as he really is.”

The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah will come, and when he comes, he will tell us everything.”

Jesus answered, “I am he, I who am talking with you.”
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Have Thine own Way


1. Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after Thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

2. Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
Search me and try me, Master, today!
Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now,
As in Thy presence humbly I bow.

3. Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
Wounded and weary, help me, I pray!
Power, all power, surely is Thine!
Touch me and heal me, Savior divine.

4. Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
Hold o’er my being absolute sway!
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in me.




