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	What does God want from you?
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Sometimes it is really hard to work out…
	What people want?     OR    What they are looking for?

The husband whose wife tells him… 
he needs to bring her flowers, 
then cries and is unhappy when he does.
A boss whose requirements change frequently
A teacher whose grading seems to be erratic
A parent whose boundaries are inconsistent
		(“Do what I say, not what I do”)

What about God? 
Do you ever have trouble figuring out… 
What he wants from you?
	Not so much… 	What is God’s will for my life?
	    BUT…	What does God want me to do…
				In everyday life?

If we look at the OT Prophets…
	We see God asked them to do some bazaar things…

Isaiah		- Had to Walk around naked and barefoot… 
for 3 years.  	(Is 20:2)
Jeremiah	- Had to buy a linen belt, bury it until it was ruined,
and then had to wear it.		(Jer 13)
- He also had to smash clay jars… 
in front of the nation’s leaders.
Ezekiel		- Had to lie on his left side for 390 days…
And then on his right side for 40 days. (Eze 4)
Hosea 		- Had to marry a prostitute… 
who stayed in business.
		- Had to name his son…	 “Not-My-People”    (Hosea 1)

Interestingly…	All these things were to make a spiritual point.

In our reading this morning…
	Jesus does two strange and maybe even Bazaar things…
		To illustrate a Spiritual Point.


Read…    Mark 11:11-21	
(Put it in context of Triumphant entry)

Note…	Jesus went to the Temple after the entry…
		He saw what was happening in the temple.
The next day he returns to the Temple… 

2 Things happen…	Jesus	- Curses the Fig Tree
				- Clears the Temple

Just like the OT Prophets…    Jesus is making a Spiritual point. 

Jesus Cursing the Fig Tree… 
Is not about… 	a Hunger / Food issue…
			Jesus often went without food
			It is not even Fig season
			Jesus throwing his toys out the cot
				Or…	Getting Angry

The Fig Tree is a reference to Israel’s status before God…
God says in…
       Jeremiah 8:13…
“I wanted to gather my people, as a farmer gathers a
 harvest; but they are like a vine with no grapes, like a 
 fig tree with no figs; even the leaves have withered.”

       Hosea 2:12…
“I will destroy her grapevines and her fig trees, 
 I will turn her vineyards and orchards into a wilderness.”

The tree is judged because it looked promising, 
but in reality didn’t have any fruit.
Jesus contrasts… 	appearance from a distance… 
      With… 	reality revealed by closer inspection.

I remember going on holiday one year…
	We went to Maatjiesfontien…
		We have always wanted to go… Anticipation
	
When we got there…	How disappointed we were
			Run Down, 	Drab,
			Such potential ??

If all you have is leaves,     and no fruit,    expect judgment.
If all you have is leaves,     and no fruit,    expect judgment.

Now, with that in mind, notice what happens… 
as Jesus proceeds to the temple.	    (Mark 11:15-19)
	(He was there the night before)

Jesus comes to the temple area… 
Remember…
The Jews place huge importance on the Temple, 
fanatically defended it, 
tons of pilgrims to it,
The magnificence of the Temple…
Golden awnings and Images
Decorations and the Covenant Box
	Temple was a Sacred Place…

Jesus comes to the temple area… 
		Turned it into a Market place / County Fair

Jesus Drives them out…     They misused the purpose of the temple

Israel had impressive outward religion, but no fruit.

Israel was judged because she appeared religious, 
BUT IN REALITY had NO genuine spiritual fruit.

Jesus will judge us… 	for appearing to have Fruit…
BUT…	Not having any.
			For appearing to be Spiritual…
					BUT… Dead in our Faith.

In fact, we try pretty hard to… 
make sure our leaves look good and green

But… 	When there is church attendance without devotion to Christ, 
When we talk the talk, but don’t walk the talk…
IT IS AN INDICATION… that there is NO FRUIT.

In fact, 	God prefers those whose leaves don’t look so good, 
BUT… 	are still growing fruit.


What God wants from us is…	Grow Spiritual Fruit

Spiritual Fruit is how we glorify God
Spiritual Fruit is how we show we are really HIS followers.


Good Healthy Fruit is born by… 	Reaching Out to others…
			
	BY…		Helping,		Caring,		
Giving,			Sharing,		Walking with,		Meeting Needs,
			Serving…
					OTHERS		

What Does Jesus Want from us?
	
He wants us to Grow FRUIT…	    
Kingdom Fruit…	For God’s Glory.














Mark 11:12-21		Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

The next day, as they were coming back from Bethany, Jesus was hungry.  He saw in the distance a fig tree covered with leaves, so he went to see if he could find any figs on it. But when he came to it, he found only leaves, because it was not the right time for figs. Jesus said to the fig tree, “No one shall ever eat figs from you again!”

And his disciples heard him.

Jesus Goes to the Temple
When they arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus went to the Temple and began to drive out all those who were buying and selling. He overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the stools of those who sold pigeons, and he would not let anyone carry anything through the Temple courtyards. He then taught the people: “It is written in the Scriptures that God said, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer for the people of all nations.’ But you have turned it into a hideout for thieves!”

The chief priests and the teachers of the Law heard of this, so they began looking for some way to kill Jesus. They were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.

When evening came, Jesus and his disciples left the city.

The Lesson from the Fig Tree
Early next morning, as they walked along the road, they saw the fig tree. It was dead all the way down to its roots. Peter remembered what had happened and said to Jesus, “Look, Teacher, the fig tree you cursed has died!”


Jeremiah 8:13
“I wanted to gather my people, as a farmer gathers a harvest; but they are like a vine with no grapes, like a fig tree with no figs; even the leaves have withered. Therefore, I have allowed outsiders to take over the land.”

Hosea 2:12
I will destroy her grapevines and her fig trees, which she said her lovers gave her for serving them. I will turn her vineyards and orchards into a wilderness; wild animals will destroy them.

