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We are all VICTIMS   - of one sort or another
       VICTIMS of: 	Divorce, Pain, Stress, Lies, Prejudices, 
Muggings, Road rage, Threats, Society, 
Violence… (Taxi / Domestic) etc.

For every VICTIM there is a VILLAIN
But I will let you name the VILLAINS

But…	VICTIMS all Need HEALING

In our JOHN passage 	- We find people who are VICTIMS…
	
1) The PHARASEES and TEACHERS of the LAW. 
      - They are VICTIMS of society
           	-  Threatened by Christ and His teaching
           	-  On edge because people were leaving
                            	their churches to FOLLOW JESUS
- Bottom line:   -they were Struggling and Threatened:
                     		- lively-hood
             		        		- society as they knew it
             		        		- world was falling apart
	
Their Solution to their problem…	Trap Jesus

2) The WOMAN 
      - VICTIM of circumstance / of the plot / the set-up
              - Wrong end of the scheme
              -  Ploy to trap Jesus    (pawn in the plot - Victim)
                  	- SOMETIMES we find ourselves
                          			in this kind of situation 	 

            	BUT…	The woman is a VICTIM 

3) The Crowd – appear innocent…
	There to spectate / watch / thrill of watching a stoning
		BUT soon realize… as the scene unfolds…
they should be the ones being stoned.
	For they are also sinful
		VICTIMS of Sin
		Therefore, who are they to judge.
4) Jesus - himself
VICTIM of the plot…They are trying to TRAP Jesus
		Prove him a fraud / false profit
		The aim was to get rid of Jesus… to trap him
			Eventually they do…UPON THE CROSS
		The aim was to get rid of Jesus… to trap him

ALL the characters were VICTIMS… 	 
     - Pharisees and Teachers: - refusal to change / grow
                		       - holding on to the past / status quo
     - Lady caught: - adultery and greed
- circumstance and society
     - Crowd	- discover they are also sinful
     - Jesus	- Treachery of the plot
- ultimately the VICTIM of Sin…
Our SIN… UPON THE CROSS

 - WE ARE ALL VICTIMS…	 
                - Greed, Lack of genuine Love, following the status quo,
                  Abnormal Ambition, Sinful society, Violence, Injustice,
		ILLNESS and SICKNESS

And ALL VICTIMS…	     NEED…	HEALING

Healing needs to take place at ALL levels in our lives…
				Emotional,   Mental,   Spiritual,  Physical

Let me share with you 2 STORIES…

Firstly…	The Story of RICH WALSH…

	He was a successful and wealthy builder in the States (Seattle)
		At the age of 40 – had a tragic motor accident leaving him
			Paralysed from the neck down.
				With his arms and legs rendered useless,
				He steered his wheelchair with his chin.
		He struggled for his independence and with his 
intimate knowledge of his handicap he started
“The Resource Centre for the Handicapped”
	In an interview he joked…
		“God used his broken neck to help people”


Over a period of 15 years the Resource Centre trained and placed 
over 1500 severely handicapped people giving them… 
meaning, purpose and significance.

	RICH brought HEALING to many (Mentally and Emotionally) 

Secondly…	Jenny’s Story.

Jenny was born 2,5 month Prem with a brain haemorrhage…
	She was taken home with a weight of 1,3kg (2,9 pounds)
Her mother lived with Jenny in a separate room, 24 hours a day,
	Keeping her warm and quiet so she would not haemorrhage again.
		You can imaging the kind of bond they shared.

When Jenny was 20 years old her mother Committed Suicide.
	People said that her mom would never be at peace…
			Because suicide is a sin.
Jenny rejected that kind of God…
	Refused to believe in Jesus,
	Did things her own way,
	Did not need God.

When Jenny was about 40 years old, her 7 year old son got ARTHRITUS 
	He was in and out of Hospital,	They tried everything
		The pain was so bad he ended up in a Coma.
	Staff would check his pulse every 30 minutes

At one point a Nurse came and offered to pray…
			Jenny was very sceptical but agreed.
The Nurse gave Jenny 3 points to ponder

Late that night Jenny picked up a bible (for the first time)
	She found 3 random passages…
		The exact points and order that the Nurse gave her.

Jenny Prayed (For the first time)
	“GOD, if you are real, please show me!”

Jenny left her son’s side for 20 minutes to go have a bath 
(longest time in 3 weeks)

When she returned…	Her son sat up in bed and said…
	“Mom I am hungry, what do they serve for breakfast?”

We are all… 	VICTIMS
We are all…	In need of HEALING in all levels of our lives…
			Emotional,  Mental,  Spiritual  and  Physical

JAMES said… (James 5:13-16 Selected verses)

	“Are any among you in trouble? They should pray. 
Are any among you happy? They should sing praises. 
Are any among you sick? They should pray…
The prayer of a good person has a powerful effect.”

I would now like you to identify for yourself…
	ONE area / ONE thing in your life that needs HEALING.

It could be…	PHYSICAL	(Illness, Pain, Operation)
		EMOTIONAL	(scars from the past, broken relationships)
		SPIRITUAL	(Needing God more, forgiveness)

When you arrived this morning, you were given a bandage…
	I want you, in the quiet, to identify one area / need…
		In your life that needs HEALING and Name It

A moment of quiet

Now I want you to turn to someone around you, 
give them your bandage…	NAME your need…
	and let them tie it to your finger.

Give them a moment to do that

Now… I want you to pray a short, simple prayer for that person…
		Naming the need they highlighted.

Give time for short prayers

Now…	I want to invite anyone who would like prayer for healing
To please come to the front. 
	(Those who would like to pray for those 
who come forward are welcome)






Psalm 63	Longing for God

O God, you are my God,
    and I long for you.
My whole being desires you;
    like a dry, worn-out, and waterless land,
    my soul is thirsty for you.
Let me see you in the sanctuary;
    let me see how mighty and glorious you are.
Your constant love is better than life itself,
    and so I will praise you.
I will give you thanks as long as I live;
    I will raise my hands to you in prayer.
My soul will feast and be satisfied,
    and I will sing glad songs of praise to you.

As I lie in bed, I remember you;
    all night long I think of you,
    because you have always been my help.
In the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
I cling to you,
    and your hand keeps me safe.

Those who are trying to kill me
    will go down into the world of the dead.
They will be killed in battle,
    and their bodies eaten by wolves.
Because God gives him victory,
    the king will rejoice.
Those who make promises in God's name will praise him,
    but the mouths of liars will be shut.











John 8:1-11	The Woman Caught in Adultery

Then everyone went home, but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early the next morning he went back to the Temple. All the people gathered around him, and he sat down and began to teach them. The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees brought in a woman who had been caught committing adultery, and they made her stand before them all. “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. In our Law Moses commanded that such a woman must be stoned to death. Now, what do you say?” They said this to trap Jesus, so that they could accuse him. But he bent over and wrote on the ground with his finger. As they stood there asking him questions, he straightened up and said to them, “Whichever one of you has committed no sin may throw the first stone at her.” Then he bent over again and wrote on the ground. When they heard this, they all left, one by one, the older ones first. Jesus was left alone, with the woman still standing there. He straightened up and said to her, “Where are they? Is there no one left to condemn you?”

“No one, sir,” she answered.

“Well, then,” Jesus said, “I do not condemn you either. Go, but do not sin again.”


James 5:13-16

Are any among you in trouble? They should pray. Are any among you happy? They should sing praises. Are any among you sick? They should send for the church elders, who will pray for them and rub olive oil on them in the name of the Lord. This prayer made in faith will heal the sick; the Lord will restore them to health, and the sins they have committed will be forgiven. So then, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you will be healed. The prayer of a good person has a powerful effect. 

