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	A Word to Remember
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What WORDS come to mind when you think of the Christmas Story?
	Characters:	Wise Men,	Shepherds,	Mary,
Mary,		Joseph		Jesus,
	Animals:	Sheep,		Donkey,	Cow ?	
	Things:		Manger,	Gold,		Frankincense, 
	Emotions:	Joy,		Peace,		Love

ANY OTHER WORDS THAT COME TO MIND?  (open sharing)

Here are 2 pictures of some of those words…
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Each WORD… 	Makes up part of the Christmas Story
			Plays a part in the Christmas Story

Having said that I would invite you to listen to 2 passages 
that speak to us of the birth of Jesus.
As you listen… to grasp some of the words that come to us, 
from ISAIAH and LUKE. 

READ:	     Isaiah 11:1-5   (NLT)    and     Luke 2:1-20  (NLT)

So, amongst the many words that tell the story of Jesus’ birth, 
I would like to add a very simple, but profound word 
to our list of Christmas words.
	One that… 	is easy to miss
			I hope will stay with us for a long time.



The WORD I want to add is…	“YES” 

	YEA  	- In Old English 

	YEA 	- Meaning ‘So Be It’ 	- which also means AMEN

WE use this word YES to express our… 
Agreement of something or to Affirm our decisions.

Like:	Would you like a cup of coffee? 	Yes, please.
Did you have a good day? 		Yes, thanks.
Will you come to church with us on Christmas Day? 
Maybe a reluctant ‘YES’ (but you are here)

WE can also use the word YES as a word of celebration.

	Your team scores a try/goal – we shout…   “YES!”

And even in one of famous Christmas Carols, 
“O Come all Ye faithful”,	we use the word in verse 6: 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee 
      Yes, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning

BUT…	What does the word ‘YES’ 
really have to do with the Christmas Message? 

Far more than you think… stay with me on this.

If we re-read the birth Narratives with this new focus on YES, 
You will see how it is like a golden thread that 
runs through each of the accounts.

In Luke chapter 1

God says YES to the family of Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
The angel tells Zechariah that you will have a son, who you 
will call John, and he will make people ready for the 
birth of the Messiah.

Zechariah needed a little convincing – but in the end in his attitude and response to the angel he eventually said, ‘so be it” (Yes).


And even when John was born, they asked Elizabeth… 
what his name was to be, and she said: JOHN. 
They all looked at each other and said are you sure
Where does that name come from.
Don’t you want to call him after his father, Zechariah?
‘NO’ she said
They looked to Zechariah and because he couldn’t speak, he managed to write on the tablet… 
YES, his name is JOHN.

And So… John took up the mantle of preparing the way for the Lord. 

THEN GOD says ‘Yes’ to a young woman, named Mary… 
who is engaged to Joseph (a descendent of King David) 
The Angel Gabriel tells her that she is highly favoured and 
will give birth to a son, who she must call Jesus. 

And even though she is a little unsure about this plan of the Lord’s,
after a few questions to the Angel Gabriel, 
Mary responds with a tentative YES. 
Well, actually, she says:	“I am the Lord’s servant … 
May it be to me as you said.” 
(in other words: YES).

In Matthew Chapter 1

Joseph was worried about this whole situation with Mary, 
He was keen to run away, break off the engagement.
But, after the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
even though he didn’t fully understand the plan, 
he said YES! (so be it, Lord).

In Matthew Chapter 2

The Magi said YES to follow the star in the East. 
They could have chosen otherwise, made excuses…
But something stirred in within them… 
and they knew they had to get to Bethlehem.





In Luke 2:8-19
REMEMBER the Shepherds… They also said YES. 
They were the outsiders, the simple men in the fields, 
not usually included in the news of big religious happenings. However, they got an invite to front row seats of the birth of Jesus and there was no way they were going to miss out, 
so they said for sure we are in…	  “YES!”

IN FACT what they actually said was…
“Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
 which the Lord told us about.” (verse 15)

And what about our 2 readings for today, 
Did you notice the word YES appear?

Isaiah 11:1 
“Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot –
YES, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root.”

Luke 2:11 – 
“The Saviour—YES, the Messiah, the Lord - has been born 
today in Bethlehem, the city of David!”

Isaiah 42:16 
“I will brighten the darkness before them and smooth out 
  the road ahead of them. YES, I will indeed do these things; 
  I will not forsake them.”

God said YES to us. - John 3:16

John 6:48 – JESUS himself declares…     “Yes, I am the bread of life!”

2 Corinthians 1:19-20 – PAUL writes 
“For Jesus Christ, the Son of God, does not waver between “Yes”
 and “No.” He is the one whom Silas, Timothy, and I preached to
 you, and as God’s ultimate “Yes,” he always does what he says. 
 For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ with a
 resounding “Yes!” And through Christ, our “Amen” (which 
 means “Yes”) ascends to God for his glory.”




BUT…	WHAT ABOUT US?
		Here today…	Christmas 2025 

People can ask us after our Christmas festivities.
Did you have a lovely time with family? 	YES, we did.
Did you get some nice gifts? 			YES thanks.
Did you enjoy the rest and holiday? 		YES thanks?
Did you get to contemplate… 
The meaning of Christmas?
The miracle of the birth of Jesus, the Messiah? 
Aaah, I am not sure? Maybe?

Eugene Petersen writes in James 4:8 (The Message)
“Say a quiet YES to God and he’ll be there in no time.”

Even if our YES is more of a quiet one. 
Or we realise that we don’t fully understand God’s will for our lives, 
we can still say…     YES. 

JESUS healed a man born blind (John 9:38) and his response was…
	“Yes, Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Jesus.”

May that be our Response to Jesus on this Christmas Day…

		“YES!! LORD, I BELIEVE!”

We stand as we sing…

“YES, Lord, we greet thee,
Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory given:
Word of the Father, 
Now in flesh appearing.

O Come, let us adore Him x3
Christ the Lord.”






[bookmark: _Hlk213743621]Isaiah 11:1-5   	(New Living Translation)
A Branch from David’s Line
Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot—
    yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root.
And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
He will delight in obeying the Lord.
    He will not judge by appearance
    nor make a decision based on hearsay.
He will give justice to the poor
    and make fair decisions for the exploited.
The earth will shake at the force of his word,
    and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked.
He will wear righteousness like a belt
    and truth like an undergarment.

Luke 2:1-20	(New Living Translation)
The Birth of Jesus
At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He travelled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.

And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them.

The Shepherds and Angels
That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in highest heaven,
    and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.
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