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2026…	Lies Ahead?

Filled with…	Great opportunities!!   and   Great challenges!! 
	No Doubt…	Many disappointments as well 

With every… 	New YEAR comes 	change, 
		New Day comes 	change,
		New Period comes 	change,

BUT WHAT do we hold onto while all this change happens around us?

	Linus (Charlie Brown Cartoons)       - he had a blanket
		“There is just no use kidding myself… 
       without this blanket, 
I’d crack like an old piece of bamboo!”

	Don’t WE sometimes feel like that?
			WE just want to hold onto what we KNOW	

What do Adults hold onto?
What do Christians hold onto?

AS Christians…   there are… 	a few Constants…
		   		Faithful Facts for the Future…
	That are good to know…
That are good to hold onto…
	That can comfort us while the world around us 
		Keeps Changing…	Keeps Crumbling.
	
Our First Faithful Fact for the Future we Face…
		…WE HAVE A LORD THAT LIVES ! 

The God Story (Gospel Narrative) is that…
God gave of himself, in the form of Jesus Christ,
We have just celebrated Christmas… (3 Days ago)

Christ…    	willingly gave up Heaven / Eternity…
			Limited Himself to human form / Baby
willingly sacrificed himself upon the Cross
for the sins of all humanity. (YOU)

In this time of change and uncertainty…
We need to remember that as Jesus hung on the cross at Calvary…
He too was afflicted…
He too was abused…
He too was abandoned…
BUT let us not forget His final words…	“It is finished”

The Devil and demons thought… 
It was all done and dusted…
		It was over…

BUT… those are Words of   Victory   NOT…   Defeat…
…Words that led to the Resurrection.
		Our God lives…   Jesus lives.

I know that my Redeemer lives…	He Lives, He Lives.

Amid all the chaos of today…
Amid all the concern about tomorrow…
Amid all the challenges to the future…

We can say… 	HE LIVES. HE LIVES

This is what kept Paul going…
	Paul knew all about…	Adversity,	Hunger,
				Thirst,		Homeless,
				Criticism,	Persecution.
				Being cast down.
						     (1+2 Corinthians)
BUT…  in the midst of all that…	
Paul knew His Lord… 	LIVES

AND in spite of all of life’s uncertainties...
Paul proclaims in Romans 8…	another certain truth...

Our Second Faithful Fact for the Future we Face…
…WE HAVE A LOVE THAT LASTS. 

 	The Lord Lives…   and His Love Lasts.

A Medieval monk announced…
That the next Sunday evening he would preach…
On… “The Love of God.” 
As the shadows fell and evening came…
Light ceased to come through the cathedral windows…
…the congregation gathered. 

In the darkness the monk lit a single candle on the altar…
Then carried the candle to the crucifix. 
First he illuminated…	the crown of thorns, 
Next… 	the two wounded hands, 
Then…the marks of the spear wound in his side

In the hush that fell…
he blew out the candle and left the chancel… 
There was nothing more to say.

There is NO PLACE that God’s love cannot reach. 
It can penetrate… 	the darkest, coldest heart…
the walls of an insane asylum…
the frustration of repeated rejection…
the fear of death…
…because the love of God endures! 
It Is Continual,    It Is Constant   and   It Is Certain.

In an ever changing world… 
Isn’t it good to know that there are 
Some things that remain the same…
God’s great LOVE for us…   IT REMAINS!

There is not a single person that GOD does not love…
This is repeated again and again in scripture…
(John 3:16, Romans 5:8)
In Describing the Love of God one Person put it this way…
“He is not moody or capricious; 
he knows no seasons of change. 
  He has a single relentless stance toward us: HE LOVES US. 
  He is the only God man has ever heard of… 
who loves sinners. 
  False gods - the gods of human manufacturing…
despise sinners, 
  But the Father of Jesus loves all, 
no matter what they do.”

There is NOT       a Problem,	 a Circumstance,   a Situation… 
In which God’s love does not endure. 

There is…	NO tribulation, 		NO distress, 
NO persecution, 	NO famine, 
NO peril, 		NO sword,
NO corruption,		NO evil… 
that can separate us from his LOVE. 

Nothing in this life, not even death itself… 
can separate us from our loving Father. 
Nothing high enough, 	nothing low enough, 
nothing powerful enough, 
nothing today nor tomorrow… 
That can separate us from his LOVE ! 


Our Third Faithful Fact for the Future we Face…
…WE HAVE A LABOUR THAT LINGERS 

Because of our victory in Jesus Christ… 
our Labour for the Lord is never in vain.
			And it never ends.

1 Cor 15:58 
“So then, my dear friends, stand firm and steady. Keep 
busy always in your work for the Lord, since you know 
that nothing you do in the Lord's service is ever useless.” 

Much that we do in this life is in vain. 
Many things are unfulfilling.
Many things only lead to emptiness. 

Paul here encourages believers to be… 
steadfast in our work for the Lord because IT IS not in vain.


During times of uncertainty… 
We can know that… 
what we do, 
what we contribute, 
what we invest into the work of Christ… 
WILL NEVER BE VAIN. 

We need to be…	“Faithful Workers”

Let me challenge you in the year that lies ahead…

I challenge you to…
Serve the Lord with DEDICATION…
Give to the Lord out of DEVOTION…
Serve the Christ with FAITHFULNESS  because…

    NOTHING that you do for the Lord WILL EVER BE IN VAIN !
 	You might not… 	See the Results
				Witness the Transformation
				Receive the Benefits

	BUT KNOW THIS…	It will NEVER be in VAIN.

During times of… 
Shifting Uncertainty…		Constant Change…

WE have some Faithful Facts for the Future we Face…
Constants that we must cling to as believers ! 

IN…	whatever you face…
wherever we go…
remember these faithful facts…

We have… 	A Lord That Lives, 
A Love That Lasts, 
And… 		A Labour That Lingers.

Amen.














Psalm 90 	(Selected verses) (GNT)

O Lord, you have always been our home.
Before you created the hills
    or brought the world into being,
    you were eternally God,
    and will be God forever.

You tell us to return to what we were;
    you change us back to dust.
A thousand years to you are like one day;
    they are like yesterday, already gone,
    like a short hour in the night.
You carry us away like a flood;
    we last no longer than a dream.
We are like weeds that sprout in the morning,
    that grow and burst into bloom,
    then dry up and die in the evening.

Seventy years is all we have—
    eighty years, if we are strong;
yet all they bring us is trouble and sorrow;
    life is soon over, and we are gone.

Teach us how short our life is,
    so that we may become wise.

Fill us each morning with your constant love,
    so that we may sing and be glad all our life.
Give us now as much happiness as the sadness you gave us
    during all our years of misery.
Let us, your servants, see your mighty deeds;
    let our descendants see your glorious might.
Lord our God, may your blessings be with us.
    Give us success in all we do!







Romans 8:28-39	(GNT)

We know that in all things God works for good with those who love him, those whom he has called according to his purpose. Those whom God had already chosen he also set apart to become like his Son, so that the Son would be the first among many believers. And so those whom God set apart, he called; and those he called, he put right with himself, and he shared his glory with them.

God's Love in Christ Jesus
In view of all this, what can we say? If God is for us, who can be against us? Certainly not God, who did not even keep back his own Son, but offered him for us all! He gave us his Son—will he not also freely give us all things? Who will accuse God's chosen people? God himself declares them not guilty! Who, then, will condemn them? Not Christ Jesus, who died, or rather, who was raised to life and is at the right side of God, pleading with him for us! Who, then, can separate us from the love of Christ? Can trouble do it, or hardship or persecution or hunger or poverty or danger or death? As the scripture says,

“For your sake we are in danger of death at all times;
    we are treated like sheep that are going to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we have complete victory through him who loved us! For I am certain that nothing can separate us from his love: neither death nor life, neither angels nor other heavenly rulers or powers, neither the present nor the future, neither the world above nor the world below—there is nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.
