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Two weeks ago… I challenged you to enter 2026…
Serve the Lord with DEDICATION…
Give to the Lord out of DEVOTION…
Serve Christ with FAITHFULNESS

LAST WEEK…

Kingdom Building Blocks… for the CHURCH	
Be Jesus followers
			Adopt Jesus Behaviour
			Share in Corporate Worship

Following on from that I have titled todays message…
“God’s Expectations of the Church”

AS A CHURCH…	God has expectations from us.
He is INTERESTED in how we conduct our lives…
How we express our potentials in doing His will.

BUT…      what does God expect from us as a church? (as Community)
(What does God expect from Pinelands Methodist Church?)

Let us Read… 	Acts 2:36-47…  (AGAIN)
and let us find out God’s expectations for our church.


1. GOD EXPECTS US TO BE…
 A LEARNING CONGREGATION (v. 42a)

Notice how the early converts… 
“spent their time (devoted themselves to) 
learning from the Apostles.” 

The English Dictionary defines the term “devote” as to…
 	set apart for a special use or service or to dedicate. 
It also means to give up oneself or one’s time, 
energy to some purpose, activity, or person. 

A growing church is a church where members are willing to give up a portion of their time and energy for the study of God’s word. 

Christians and Worshipers should study the Word of God. 
Question…	“Do we believe what we say we believe?”
		      Do we know what we believe…
			We need to learn/study the scriptures.

Two major reasons for becoming a LEARNING congregation:

MATURITY… We need to grow. 
Scripture regularly encourages us to grow…
In knowledge and practice of the Scriptures…
· To know the difference from right and wrong
· To be strengthened in character
· To reflect Christ
Immature behavior will destroy us. 

Fred Cook wrote…
          “Maturity is the ability to do a job whether supervised or not;
            finish it once started; carry money without spending it; 
            and bear an injustice without wanting to get even.”
(Fred Cook – from Quotable Quotes)

MINISTRY… The study of God’s Word will help us to…
understand the work of God
how it is done and what are the resources available to us. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the truth, rebuking error, correcting faults, and giving instruction for right living, so that the person who serves God may be fully qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed.” 

Teaching -	concerning the things of God and the duties of life.
Rebuking -	scripture is our basis for approving or disapproving
 			The things we say and do.
Correcting -	improving of life and character. 
Training -	training and education of all followers…
The cultivation of minds and morals.

	ALL…	For the Growth of God’s Kingdom – the CHURCH

2. GOD EXPECTS US TO BE… 
A CARING CONGREGATION (v. 42, 44)

“Taking part in the fellowship”
“All the believers continued together in close fellowship.”

Despite our differences and difficulties, 
Our common bond is the basis for staying together 
and overcoming barriers.   (I John 1:3; 2 Cor. 13:14)

The early believers devoted themselves to fellowship. 
It was what they did… TOGETHER

Commitment to the Messiah implied commitment to… 
THE COMMUNITY, that is, the Church.
	Caring for people      AND     Meeting needs

Philippians 2:1-4 
“Your life in Christ makes you strong, and his love comforts you. 
You have fellowship with the Spirit, and you have kindness and compassion for one another. I urge you, then,  
to make me completely happy by having the same thoughts, sharing the same love, and being one in soul and mind. Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire to boast, but be humble toward one another, always considering others better than yourselves. And look out for one another's interests, not just for your own.” 
 
The strength of our fellowship IS NOT… 
our personal ideas, opinions, objectives… 
BUT… our common relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

Our common relationship WITH GOD…
Creates our community… CHURCH.

God calls us to nurture that community with…
		Love,	Care, 	and   Fellowship


3. GOD EXPECTS US TO BE… 
A WORSHIPING CONGREGATION (v. 42, 46-47)

“Day after day they met as a group in the Temple…
Sharing together and Praising God…”
…and everyday the Lord added to their number”
There was no big evangelistic campaign or big mission seminar…
Their daily WORSHIP AND SERVICE and CARING…
Was their witness.
It was THE way of life for the early believers…
That was their witness

There are two aspects of the early church’s worship, 
which we need to note…

1) It was both formal and informal, 
It took place both in the temple courts and in their homes
which is an interesting combination. 
These are necessary for both personal and corporate growth. 
The church is the…  visible spiritual image of Christ. 
He is the head and we are his body. 
    Every time we congregate…
we are letting the world know that… 
Christ is indeed alive through this people

2) It was both joyful and reverent. 
There can be no doubt they have their JOY, 
for they are described as having… 
glad and humble hearts (v. 46).

Worship is our response to God’s graciousness and love. 
Because it is our response to God’s graciousness and love,
We Should do it… 	regularly, 	voluntarily, 	promptly,
 	gladly, 		and sincerely.

William Temple… wrote…
“The world can be saved by one thing and that is worship. 
For to worship is to… 
quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, 
to feed the mind with the truth of God, 
to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, 
to open the heart to the love of God, 
to devote the will to the purpose of God.” 

How SAD it is that for many today’s worship…
        Has become more a duty than a response to God’s Graciousness 
		  More a habit than an an initiative

Thus some people struggle to… 
get up and attend Worship on Sunday Mornings, 
give their best shots in worshiping God. 

Every time you come to this place, to worship God, 
To worship Him through your… 
singing, 	praying, 	giving, 
listening 	and meditating on His word.

4. GOD EXPECTS US TO BE… 
A WITNESSING CONGREGATION (v. 43,46)

“And the Lord added to their number daily 
          those who were being saved.”

Those first Jerusalem Christians were not so preoccupied with…
 	learning, sharing and worshiping, 
that they forgot about witnessing. 
Someone wrote…
	“The Holy Spirit is a missionary Spirit 
who created a missionary church.” 

The book of ACTS is governed by one dominant, 
overriding and all controlling theme. 
		The Theme of the expansion of the faith through
  		   missionary witness in the power of the Spirit. 

The vital lessons about local church evangelism.

1. They were filled with Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit empowered them and gave them boldness 
      in testifying about our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let us ask God to fill us with His Holy Spirit. 

2. They preached the Word of God. 
They learned the Word of God and shared it to others.
 			(Romans 10:13-17) 

3. They continued to testify about Christ. 
How long are we going to witness?



In Conclusion…

Growing up…
     I was always reminded that the key toward healthy living… 
aside from exercise is having a balanced diet. 

God EXPECTS US to have a balanced church life. 
        Some of us are only interested in worship and ignore fellowship 
        Others enjoy too much fellowship and are
weak in learning God’s Word. 
        While some are too knowledgeable about the Word of God 
but fail in relating to fellow believers. 

May we… 	BE what God Expects us to BE…
		DO what God Expects of US…

1. A Learning congregation
2. A Worshipping congregation
3. A Caring congregation
4. A Witnessing congregation

WE can DO that…	WE can BE that…
IF we Proclaim, Like Peter…	
	“JESUS is the MESSIAH, The Son of the LIVING GOD!”

















Acts 2:36-47

“All the people of Israel, then, are to know for sure that this Jesus, whom you crucified, is the one that God has made Lord and Messiah!”

When the people heard this, they were deeply troubled and said to Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do, brothers?”

Peter said to them, “Each one of you must turn away from your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit. For God's promise was made to you and your children, and to all who are far away—all whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”

Peter made his appeal to them and with many other words he urged them, saying, “Save yourselves from the punishment coming on this wicked people!” Many of them believed his message and were baptized, and about three thousand people were added to the group that day. They spent their time in learning from the apostles, taking part in the fellowship, and sharing in the fellowship meals and the prayers.

Life among the Believers
Many miracles and wonders were being done through the apostles, and everyone was filled with awe. All the believers continued together in close fellowship and shared their belongings with one another. They would sell their property and possessions, and distribute the money among all, according to what each one needed. Day after day they met as a group in the Temple, and they had their meals together in their homes, eating with glad and humble hearts, praising God, and enjoying the good will of all the people. And every day the Lord added to their group those who were being saved.











Matthew 16:13-18	Peter's Declaration about Jesus

Jesus went to the territory near the town of Caesarea Philippi, where he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”

“Some say John the Baptist,” they answered. “Others say Elijah, while others say Jeremiah or some other prophet.”

“What about you?” he asked them. “Who do you say I am?”

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

“Good for you, Simon son of John!” answered Jesus. “For this truth did not come to you from any human being, but it was given to you directly by my Father in heaven. And so I tell you, Peter: you are a rock, and on this rock foundation I will build my church, and not even death will ever be able to overcome it.


