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WHAT TIME IS IT?		We live by time…
For centuries humanity has tried to answer this question…
    First came… The SUNDIAL	
· Problem only in daylight
The HOUR CLOCK / SAND CLOCK
· Problem only one hour…
No minutes or seconds
   Finally…	THE CLOCK…  provided the best answer
· Day or night
· Minutes and seconds

Here are some fun Clocks… (Pics)

WHAT TIME IS IT?	
BUT…	Today we must ask that question in a different dimension. 
It is a spiritual question, 
		…a question for every Christian.
…a question for every Church.  

What time is it? 	For God’s people at this point in history?

Roman 13 answers this question for us…
Even though it was written in the 1st century AD…
It has deep relevance for us today.

Read Romans 13:8-14

Notice with me there are 3 answers Paul gives to our question…
What Time is it?...

1)  IT IS TIME TO WAKE UP!

Sleep may be a Blessing… 
At the end of long hard days work, sleep is a great blessing.
Children need their sleep (we all need sleep) 
The body is restored and the spirit refreshed.

Sleep can be a Curse…	
	When people opt out of life… they sleep much more
	When a person just stays in bed… laziness. 
In the bible we have some classic sleepers…
That led to tragic results.

Samson slept a sleep of compromise. 
Called to deliver God’s people from the Philistines, 
he slept as he fraternized with the enemy. 
Jonah slept the sleep of an easy conscience in the hull of a ship.
 	Called to preach to the people of Nineveh, 
             he slept while the ship went in the opposite direction
Three disciples slept the sleep of indifference. 
Called to watch with their Lord for one hour, 
Jesus prayed His prayer of death… Jesus arrested. 
Five foolish maidens slept the sleep of unpreparedness. 
Called to join the wedding party, they were left behind…
 	they had not brought enough oil.

Paul warns the Church … not to sleep  BUT  To… WAKE UP !!

Too often I think WE are ASLEEP…

We engage in the luxury of spiritual slumber… 
Unaware of the urgency of our world’s needs… 
hungry to be fed, 	peace to be made, 
ignorant to be taught, 	lost to be saved. 

Asleep, we are unconscious of our… 
potential and our call to meet those needs. 
Asleep we are inactive and uninvolved in… 
God’s work and what He is doing. 

To admit that we sleep… 
is to acknowledge our need for a revival, a rising up 
That is what a revival ought to be.


2)  IT IS TIME TO GET UP.

According to this text, 
it is not enough simply to wake up…	We must get up.
Vs 11... “the time has come for you to wake up from your sleep”
Vs 12... “day is almost here”
		In other translations…
			“it is high time to wake up”

The passage shows an urgency in what is needed…
    There is a huge difference between waking up and getting up
We all know the feeling quite well… (the temptation to)
The morning alarm goes off…
We stretch out and hit the snooze button.
	Again and again.
(sometimes we do not even set the alarm)

An alarm ONLY wakes us up… 
We have to do the GETTING UP…
That is our… 	responsibility / our duty /
			What we got to do.

We have many Spiritual Alarms…
	Some suttle…	some loud…	some aggravating…
		Depending on how they affect us…
· Bible reading
· Sermons
· Conversations
· Needs surrounding us
· Nature
BUT…	    we are quite good at hitting the snooze button
		We are quite good at NOT getting up.

Bible reading	- close it and forget it
Sermons	- leave the church and leave the message
Conversations	- God speaks – Do we listen?
Needs surrounding us	- We sometime ignore them
Nature		- Do we recycle / see God’s Grandeur?

There are many alarms… We WAKE up…
BUT…  	WE often we fail to GET UP

3) IT IS TIME TO DRESS UP.

Once we have been woken and we have gotten up…
Then it is time to get dressed… 
- Usually the first task of the morning
	Put on clothes suitable for the day…
· Work clothes for work
· Sport clothes for sport
· Leisure clothes for leisure
· Church clothes for church (maybe)			
This passage tells us about the appropriate dress code…
RSV… Rom 13:12…	“Cast off the works of darkness and 
        put on the armour of light.”

Some ‘night’ clothes need to be ‘cast off’…
Note some of the garments…
	“No orgies or drunkenness, no immorality or indecency, 
 no fighting or jealousy.”
Before you get smug and because none of these fit you…
	There are many other garments we need to loose…
			Gossip,		Lust,		Envy,
			Greed,		Coveting, 	Anger,
			Lying,			

What is important, is the clothes we put on…
Good News…
“take up the weapons of the Lord Jesus Christ”

Remember what Paul said in Ephesians 6:12…
	“we are not fighting against flesh and blood but 
  against the rulers of the darkness of this world"

Then Paul described the armor in detail (Eph. 6:13-18)…
	Belt of Truth,		Breastplate of Righteousness,
	Shoes of Readiness,	Shield of Faith,
	Helmet of Salvation,	Sword of the Word…
		Get dressed in PRAYER.

Finally…	
NIV… Romans 13:14…
“Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ”

ARE YOU DOING THAT?...
		Clothing yourself with Christ.

Here is your ALARM CLOCK…
	WAKE UP…	GET UP…	DRESS UP…

Soldiers of Christ, ARISE,
And put on your Armour…	    We sing….





Romans 13:8-14	Duties toward One Another

Be under obligation to no one—the only obligation you have is to love one another. Whoever does this has obeyed the Law. The commandments, “Do not commit adultery; do not commit murder; do not steal; do not desire what belongs to someone else”—all these, and any others besides, are summed up in the one command, “Love your neighbour as you love yourself.” If you love others, you will never do them wrong; to love, then, is to obey the whole Law.

You must do this, because you know that the time has come for you to wake up from your sleep. For the moment when we will be saved is closer now than it was when we first believed. The night is nearly over, day is almost here. Let us stop doing the things that belong to the dark, and let us take up weapons for fighting in the light. Let us conduct ourselves properly, as people who live in the light of day—no orgies or drunkenness, no immorality or indecency, no fighting or jealousy. But take up the weapons of the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop paying attention to your sinful nature and satisfying its desires.




