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I love Court Room dramas…	(films / TV)
	‘Who dun it?’ – mysteries.

True Story of a man arraigned for murder…
It was a difficult case with a lot of circumstantial evidence. 

The man’s defence lawyer, however, thought of an ingenious plan. In his closing arguement, he said: 
“Ladies and Gentlemen of the jury, you must find my client not guilty of murder - if there is the slightest doubt in your minds that he is not the murderer. 
And now I have one final witness. “The true murderer is about to walk through the door.”

All eyes swung towards the door BUT… no one came in. 

The lawyer continued: 
“You see, Ladies and Gentlemen, there is doubt in 
  your minds, otherwise you would not have looked 
  towards the door.”

The jury retired to deliberate… after 5 hours they returned…
…with a “Guilty” verdict.

The lawyer was beside himself and before the judge could pass sentence he sprang up and said 
“But I proved that you had a doubt about my client’s guilt.
  How can you possibly find him guilty?”

A wizened old man in the jury stood up and said: 
“As everyone looked towards the door, I watched your
 client. His eyes did not turn towards the door.
He did not look towards the door because he knew no one
was coming through. Because he himself is the guilty 
one.”

In contrast to this story…
where the star witness did not appear, 
In our Gospel reading is all about… 
a star witness who did appear.
And He came to answer the question that was… 
on everyone’s lips: 	“Who is Jesus?” 


Who was this star witness? 

He was none other than God the Father, 

And He answered the question by revealing Jesus’ glory… 
to the disciples Peter, James and John and by saying… 
"This is my own dear Son---listen to him!"

The Gospel reading is known as the story of the Transfiguration…
It refers to the 	“remarkable transformation that once took
 place in the appearance of Jesus.”

When I looked at the passage, 
One of my first reactions was…

1. Why did the event take place?

The key to the answer can be found in the previous chapter Mark 8
 	In Mark 8:27, 	we read that people had been asking 
    the question: Who is Jesus?
It is clear from their response that it was a hot topic.

Mark 8:28… 	“They disciples replied, "Some say John the
 		Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others 
one of the other prophets."

If it hadn’t been “hot gossip” at the time, 
they wouldn’t have said that.
But… 	it wasn’t just the crowds who were talking about Jesus. 
His own disciples were asking the same question. 
We read in Mark 8 :29…
Jesus asks them’…	"But what about you?" 
Peter answered, "You are the Christ.” 

In Matt’s Gospel Matt 16:16 it says that Peter said 
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God." 

The question “Who is this Jesus?” was burning on everyone’s lips.
In Mark 8 we see human responses. 
Now in Mark 9 we see a divine response.

One of the reasons why Transfiguration took place, 
       Was because God the Father wanted to answer the  
“Who is Jesus?”   (once and for all / Finally)

2. Let us look at the Transfiguration in more detail 

There are 3 significant events that occurred…
1. Jesus’ appearance was transformed. 
2. Moses and Elijah appeared with Jesus 
On the mountain
3. God the Father spoke to the disciples.

And all of these were part of the Father’s response… 
to the question: 		“Who is Jesus?” 

Let us look at the First Significant Event…
the actual Transfiguration.

Jesus led Peter, James and John up a high mountain – 
probably Mount Hermon (2,814 m above sea level) 
near Caesarea Philippi. 
Mark 9:3 describes the scene
As they looked on, a change came over Jesus, and his
clothes became shining white---whiter than anyone 
in the world could wash them.		 (Mark. 9:3)

Part of the Father’s response to the question: "Who is Jesus?" 
was to reveal Jesus in his full glory. 
In a parallel passage in St Matthew’s Gospel… it records that…
 “Jesus’ face shone like the sun and 
his clothes became dazzling white.” 

Remember our Old Testament reading. (Ex 34)
Moses came down the Mountain having been in the
presence of God and his face shone so much – 
reflecting the glory of God - that he had to wear a veil.

In the same way as the glory of God was reflected in Moses, 
so God the Father revealed to Peter, James and John 
- Jesus in his glory.

God the Father gave the disciples clear visual… 
evidence of…  WHO JESUS IS.




The Second Significant Event at the Transfiguration was… 
that Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus 

Moses and Elijah represent the Law and the Prophets 
(our Old Testament)… the Old Covenant

What is significant is that once God has spoken…
Moses and Elijah disappear…
and Jesus stands alone 

As one Bible Commentator put it:
“The Law and the Prophets have served their turn 
  and pass away.
  He, who is the fulfillment of both, alone remains.”

Another aspect of God the Father’s answer to… 
WHO JESUS IS? is that… 
Jesus is the one who will replace the Old Covenant. 

The Old Covenant, represented by Moses and Elijah…
Will come to an end…
the NEW COVENANT will be established…
through the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

THIS NEW COVENANT is a relationship with Jesus.

On the side…. 
How did Peter, James and John recognize Moses and Elijah?	There were no photographs, sketches…
		A mystery… BUT they do recognize them.

The Third Significant Event 
that happened at the Transfiguration was that… 
God the Father told the disciples… “Who Jesus is”. 

In Mk 9:7-8 we read: 
“Then a cloud appeared and covered them with its shadow, 
     and a voice came from the cloud, 
"This is my own dear Son---listen to him!" 
They took a quick look around but did not see anyone else; only
Jesus was with them.” 

It is interesting that when God the Father spoke, He simply said
 	“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him”

Who is Jesus? 
God the Father tells us that Jesus is His Son. 
Jesus is revealed here as God the Son.

3. And the relevance to us today?

Is summed up in three simple words…	
God says…	“LISTEN TO JESUS”

The dazzling light is gone…
	Moses and Elijah are gone…
		Jesus remains and so do God’s last words…
			“LISTEN TO JESUS”

Jesus is God’s Son and we need to listen to him.

If you were asked the question…

Who do you think Jesus is?

WHAT WOULD YOU REPLY?




Mark 9:2-9

Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John, and 
led them up a high mountain, where they were alone. As they 
looked on, a change came over Jesus, and his clothes became shining
white---whiter than anyone in the world could wash them. Then the three
disciples saw Elijah and Moses talking with Jesus. Peter spoke up and 
said to Jesus, "Teacher, how good it is that we are here! We will make 
three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." He and the
others were so frightened that he did not know what to say. 

Then a cloud appeared and covered them with its shadow, and a voice came from the cloud, "This is my own dear Son---listen to him!" They took a quick look around but did not see anyone else; only Jesus was with them. 

As they came down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, "Don't tell
anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has risen from
death."

Exodus 34:27-35

The LORD said to Moses, "Write these words down, because it is on the
basis of these words that I am making a covenant with you and with Israel."
Moses stayed there with the LORD forty days and nights, eating and
drinking nothing. He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant – 
the Ten Commandments. 

When Moses went down from Mount Sinai carrying the Ten
Commandments, his face was shining because he had been speaking with
the LORD; but he did not know it. Aaron and all the people looked at
Moses and saw that his face was shining, and they were afraid to go near
him. But Moses called them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the
community went to him, and Moses spoke with them. After that, all the
people of Israel gathered around him, and Moses gave them all the laws
that the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai. 

When Moses had finished speaking with them, he covered his face with a
veil. Whenever Moses went into the Tent of the LORD's presence to
speak to the LORD, he would take the veil off. When he came out, he
would tell the people of Israel everything that he had been commanded to
say, and they would see that his face was shining. Then he would put the
veil back on until the next time he went to speak with the LORD. 

