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We live in a world of rules…

In Sport…	We play Cricket / Rugby…
we play by the rules.

Organisations…	have a ‘Code  of Conduct’
		Governs…	clothes / behavior

In the Corporate and Advertising world we have a phrase…
	‘Terms and Conditions’…
		Expectations and Requirements

And we are judged as to how we PERFORM… 
in meeting these expectations.

In the Church…	it is a little different.
	We might not have a set of rules or conditions…
BUT…	they are there
	We raise our eyes when the baby cries in church
	We ignore people when we disagree
	We get frustrated when people sit in our seat
	We show our disapproval when others dress differently

What ‘conditions’(rules) do you have for people 
wanting to worship in this church?
In many churches…	
there is a strict criteria that have to be met 
before you can be part of that community.
	Meet the criteria and you are welcome…
		If not…	  ???

Because we live in a WORLD of RULES…
We are required to PERFORM (to keep the rules)
	Meet the Criteria / conditions / rules…
		And you get the thumbs up
	If you do not meet the Criteria / conditions / rules…
		Questions are asked.

That is the reality of life… and the World we live in.

It begins when the baby comes home from the delivery room…
	We reward them for Good behaviour
			“Well done you ate your peas”
	We punish them for Bad behaviour
			“Do not write on the wall with a crayon…
				Bad boy…”

We soon learn…    Acceptance hinges on our behavior

This Performance based Acceptance…
			Is reinforced in the world we live.

Do well in school…		we are praised
Score the winning try / runs…	we are admired
Perform at work…		we are given a bonus
Handsome / beautiful…		we are affirmed

Because this is so much part of life…
			We translate it into the Church

We think…	even believe…
	That Accepted by God is based on Religious Performance

Ask any average person…
What must I do to get God to  BLESS,   FAVOUR   or  LIKE   me.
	You get the answer…
		Go to church,		give some money / tithe
		Read your bible,	serve on a committee,
		Sin as little as possible.
			All Performance based.
				That is a form of  LEGALISM.
							(Transactional)

The good news is…	This is NOT how God operates.

God offers…  An UNCONDITIONAL acceptance… to all people
	Our Acceptance is NOT based on… 
PERFORMANCE…
	meeting a criteria or abiding by some rules


1)   OUR GOD IS A GOD WHO WELCOMES SINNERS 
(Matt 9:9-13)


Matthew was a tax collector…
	Despicable occupation for a Jew – 
worked for the bad guys - Romans	
	Notorious for skimming money for themselves
	Thought of as traitors and cheats
YET… Jesus (the Rabbi) calls Matthew to be his disciple

Matthew invites Jesus to dine at his house…
Guess what… 
there were other tax collectors and other sinners there.

The Pharasees	- the religious leaders and men of ‘faith’
	Had been watching Jesus…
		Wanting to expose him as a fake / false prophet
They ask… 	“Why does Jesus eat with such people?”

But Jesus responds saying…
	He has not come for the healthy but the sick,
	Not the righteous but the unrighteous

The irony of the moment is that…
	The Pharasees are just as sick as the tax collectors…
		But they just fail to admit it.

Brennan Manning writes of this passage…

	“Here is the revelation bright as the evening star: Jesus comes for sinners, for those as outcast as tax collectors and for those caught up in squalid choices and failed dreams. He comes for corporate executives, street people, superstars, farmers, hookers, addicts, SARS agents, AIDS victims and even used car salesmen… This passage should be read and reread and memorized.”

Jesus reached out to known scoundrals…
	Tax Collectors and Woman caught in adultery

Jesus has unconditional Acceptance of all people…
	Based on Humanity and NOT Performance / Behaviour
Think of all the bible stories and parables…
		The Lost Son and Loving Father
		The Good Samaritan
		The Woman at the well
		Healing of the lepers
		Woman caught in adultery
Jesus has unconditional Acceptance of all people…
	Which goes totally against the grain of the… 
Performance based acceptance… 
that is so deeply embedded in our lives.

2)  OUR GOD IS A GOD WHO LOVES SINNERS

In what is probably the most famous verse in the bible…
Jesus says…	
“For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, 
but to be its savior.” 	(John 3:16-17)

Jesus is explaining his mission…
	God loved the World and wanted to save it

Jesus did not say… that God loved… 
a few / some / many…
				BUT… 	    ‘The World’
Jesus did not say… that God loved… 
the righteous / good / religious
				BUT…	    ‘The World’
				  An all-inclusive world of sinners

Paul echoes this when he says…		(Rom 5:8)
	“it was while we were still sinners that Christ died for us!” 

God loves in spite of the… 
broken and sinful condition of the Person.

The woman caught in adultery
	Note… Jesus did not condone her behavior…
			BUT… 	he did accept her / love her
		Jesus did not condemn her…
			BUT…	He did condemn her Performance 
							/ behaviour

	AND said…	“go and sin no more”





Charles Stanley (Baptist minister) tells a story about understanding the…
concept of grace from his seminary days…

“At the end of his evangelism course the professor would distribute the exam with the caution to… 
read it all the way through before beginning to answer it.
This caution was written on the exam as well. 
As we read the test, it became unquestionably clear…
Nobody had studied nearly enough.

The further we read, 	the worse it became. 

About halfway through, 
audible groans could be heard throughout the lecture hall. On the last page, however, was a note that read, 
"You have a choice. You can either complete the exam 
as given or sign your name at the bottom and in so doing receive an A for this assignment."

Wow? We sat there stunned. 
"Was he serious? Just sign it and get an A?" 
Slowly, the point dawned on us, and one by one 
we turned in our tests and silently filed out of the room.

Charles explains…
When I talked with the professor about it afterward, 
he shared some of the reactions he had received 
through the years. 

Some students began to take the exam without reading it all the way through, and they would sweat it out for the entire two hours of class time before reaching the last page.

Others read the first two pages, became angry, turned the test in blank, and stormed out of the room without signing it. They never realized what was available, and as a result, they lost out totally.

One fellow, however, read the entire test, including the note at the end, but decided to take the exam anyway. He did not want any gifts; he wanted to earn his grade. And he did. He made a C+, but he could easily have 
had an A.




God’s Love…	God’s Acceptance of us…
	IS NOT BASED ON PERFORMANCE
			It is a given…	That is GRACE

LEGALISM…	Conditions,	rules,	criteria to be met,
 		    Performance / Behaviour in how we match up
				All that LIMITS… GRACE

LOVE…	Acceptance,	understanding,	freedom,
		     Identity is how we measure up
LIBERATES	

LEGALISM LIMITS – LOVE LIBERATES

LEGALISM LIMITS… 	God’s work
	LOVE LIBERATES… 	God’s grace and work

Choose LOVE…	
God’s Underserved, 	Unconditional,	  Acceptance























Matthew 9:9-13	Jesus Calls Matthew

Jesus left that place, and as he walked along, he saw a tax collector, named Matthew, sitting in his office. He said to him, “Follow me.”

Matthew got up and followed him.

While Jesus was having a meal in Matthew's house, many tax collectors and other outcasts came and joined Jesus and his disciples at the table. Some Pharisees saw this and asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such people?”

Jesus heard them and answered, “People who are well do not need a doctor, but only those who are sick. Go and find out what is meant by the scripture that says: ‘It is kindness that I want, not animal sacrifices.’ I have not come to call respectable people, but outcasts.”

John 8:1-11		The Woman Caught in Adultery 
Then everyone went home, but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early the next morning he went back to the Temple. All the people gathered around him, and he sat down and began to teach them. The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees brought in a woman who had been caught committing adultery, and they made her stand before them all. “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. In our Law Moses commanded that such a woman must be stoned to death. Now, what do you say?” They said this to trap Jesus, so that they could accuse him. But he bent over and wrote on the ground with his finger. As they stood there asking him questions, he straightened up and said to them, “Whichever one of you has committed no sin may throw the first stone at her.” Then he bent over again and wrote on the ground. When they heard this, they all left, one by one, the older ones first. Jesus was left alone, with the woman still standing there. He straightened up and said to her, “Where are they? Is there no one left to condemn you?”

“No one, sir,” she answered.

“Well, then,” Jesus said, “I do not condemn you either. Go, but do not sin again.”



