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PICTURE THIS SCENE…
 
One Sunday two people arrive at church at exactly the same time. 
They park in the same parking area.
They greet the same door stewards. 
And they step through the same doors. 
They sit in the same pew. 
They sing the same hymns. 
They hear the same Scriptures being read.
And they even bow their heads during the same prayer. 
Outwardly, there is absolutely no difference at all. 

But inwardly, two very different worlds are unfolding. 
The FIRST PERSON walks into Church with a quiet ache in their soul. 
There is an awareness of need. 
A sense of weakness. 
A recognition that life has been heavy, and that 
strength must come from beyond themselves. 
And so their prayer is simple but sincere: 
“Lord, I really need this service. Please speak to me. 
  Please search me. And please change me. 
  This is my prayer. Amen.”
 
The SECOND PERSON walks in carrying something entirely different.
 	Perhaps it is fatigue. 
Perhaps it is disappointment. 
Perhaps it is frustration. 
Perhaps it is habit. 
Who knows, but their thoughts are scattered, and they think to themselves: 
	“I really hope this service isn’t too long. 
  I hope the worship doesn’t go on too long,
  I hope the music is acceptable, 
  and I really hope the children don’t cry again. 
  All I actually want to do is go home and sleep.” 

Both attend the same service.
Both listen to the same sermon.

Yet two very different encounters are about to unfold. 
For the first person, 	
the service in its entirety will land deeply. 
It will touch something, move something. 
It will expose something. 
It may feel uncomfortable. 
It may feel personal. 
But it will be real, and the person will not leave the same way they came in.

For the second person, 
The entire service will pass by like wind through an open window.
They will hear the words. 
They will listen to what is being said, but sadly… 
it will go in one ear and out the other, 
They will walk out the same person as they did 
when they walked in. 

Two very different encounters. 

One heart will be softened. 	- The other will be hardened. 
One life will be changed.	- The other will remain the same. 

And the difference… 	will not come from the preacher. 
will not come the music.
			will not even come from the length of the service. 

The difference will come from the posture of the heart. 

And so, before we go any further this morning, 
there is one question that stands at the door of each of our hearts. 

And that question is:	“How did you walk into Church today?” 

Because what you receive this morning will not depend on… 
the music, 
the people around you, 
or even what is said from this pulpit, 

BUT…	what you receive will depend on the condition of your heart.




In the early 60’s…
	Parents were worried that the gyrations of Elvis Presley
 	would corrupt their teens.

Now… They worry their pre-teens will text nude pictures to their
 	friends and never know that it’s a crime to post 
pornography on the web. 

In the 70’s…
	Most families attended Church on Sundays…

Now…	many youngsters have never even been to church.

In the 80’s…
	Christianity was part of most schools curriculum.

Now…	most schools do not even acknowledge God in 
opening their assemblies in prayer.

In the 90’s…
	Mobile phones swept the world and the world wide web 
gave access to information like never before.
	
 In the 2000’s…
	Unmanned Drones and electric cars become a possibility…
		Was there anything that humanity could not do?

In the 2010’s…
	Development of Social Media, instant messaging, Instagram
		Acceptability is measured by followers
		One’s Worth is gauged by the number of  “likes”

Today…	In many ways and for many reasons…
	Christianity is culturally, socially and religiously…
			disestablished.
			Hardly Noticed and Rarely Seen 

Did you know…
	Windows 95 spell-check did not… 
        know the books of the bible or recognize biblical names 

Today Science has replaced religion as the… 
basis of social morality. 

Pitrim Sorokim, (founder of the Harvard University Department of Society) 
Said…	“When something other than religious faith underpins
  morality,    which underpins society, 
the society begins to crumble.” 
He died in 1968.   (Leonard Sweet - SoulTsunami)

We are not living in the same world… 	
In which our parents grew up… 
In which we grew up…
In which our kids grew up…

The Gospel of John tells us… 
Some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem 
for the Passover celebration… 
Their quest? 	“We want to see Jesus.” 

Note that upon their arrival in Jerusalem they DID NOT ask…
“where’s the temple?”…    Everyone could see the temple 

Today, people ARE NOT asking… 
‘where’s your church’… 
Churches are visible all over the place. 

Today, people ARE NOT even asking… “WHERE IS JESUS?”

Today, People SHOULD BE asking…
“Why are you so kind? 
Why are you so accepting? 
Why are you so honest and trustworthy…”

OUR ANSWER…. “I’m a disciple of Jesus.” 

TODAY…	PEOPLE NEED 
HARD EVIDENCE THAT FOLLOWING JESUS 
REALLY MAKES A DIFFERENCE.


The challenge and Aim of EVERY…
Church…
Church Service…
Sermon…
Testimony…
Christian…

IS…  is quite clear… 	to see Jesus more clearly.

The key to… 	
Making a real difference in our world is… 
Reaching the spiritually hungry is…
ENABLING them to SEE JESUS MORE CLEARLY

HOW DO WE…	SHOW JESUS MORE CLEARLY?
		 
WITH…  	    PRAYER  	and 	CARE	 
	
HOW… 	PRAYER  	and 	CARE	

PRAYER: 
When Jesus was earthbound he developed a reputation… 
for being a man of prayer. 

To pray is to say, 	
“I believe. 	I believe God exists,	I believe God is Real 
  I believe he wants to hear from me. 
 I am in relationship with God Supreme
 Prayer acknowledges that I believe He is my Lord and Saviour.” 

When we pray we enter into a Rartnership/Relationship with God, 
in the process of making him known. 
Prayer for specific people prompts God to speak to them (and US) 
The Holy Spirit arouses interest in spiritual matters, 
convicts of sin and opens hearts and minds to 
see and hear about God’s love in Jesus. 

Heb 5:7…	“In his life on earth Jesus made his prayers 
and requests with loud cries and tears to God.”

If Jesus needed to Pray…	SO do we
	Our prayers will show JESUS to others

CARE: 

James writes: 	(James 2:14-16)
“What good is it if a person claims to have faith in Jesus 
but has no deeds? If you say “God, I wish you well, keep
warm and well fed but you do not offer a blanket, or food...
What good is it? Faith without action is dead.” 

Without prayer the Christian life is unbalanced. 

Everyone knows we live in a self-centered society 
and so when a disciple of Jesus / Christian does… 
       tangible acts of care and kindness… 
THE WORLD NOTICES.

Caring for people brings the light of heaven into their darkness. 

I remember a STORY following the Vietnam War…
A number of Christians opened their homes and lives 
to Vietnamese refugees. 
A number of years later a Christian Campus worker reported… 
that a Vietnamese student had seen an advertisement 
for a bible study. The reason the student joined the 
group to study the bible was significant. 

His words…  “I must find out more about your God, because 
you are the people who helped my people.” 

Do people see Jesus in us?
Do people see Jesus in you?
	Do we SHOW Jesus to the World

Can People SEE JESUS?

In a world that is… 
Ever changing,
Over filled with information,

In a world where…
Permissiveness is the norm,
Choice is the order of the day…

MAY WE CHOOSE…	    
PRAYER   and    CARE

AND…		May People See JESUS IN US







Hebrews 5:5-10

In the same way, Christ did not take upon himself the honor of being a high priest. Instead, God said to him,

“You are my Son;
    today I have become your Father.”
He also said in another place,
“You will be a priest forever,
    in the priestly order of Melchizedek.”

In his life on earth Jesus made his prayers and requests with loud cries and tears to God, who could save him from death. Because he was humble and devoted, God heard him. But even though he was God's Son, he learned through his sufferings to be obedient. When he was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all those who obey him, and God declared him to be high priest, in the priestly order of Melchizedek.


John 12:20-26
Some Greeks Seek Jesus
Some Greeks were among those who had gone to Jerusalem to worship during the festival. They went to Philip (he was from Bethsaida in Galilee) and said, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.”

Philip went and told Andrew, and the two of them went and told Jesus.  Jesus answered them, “The hour has now come for the Son of Man to receive great glory. I am telling you the truth: a grain of wheat remains no more than a single grain unless it is dropped into the ground and dies. If it does die, then it produces many grains. Those who love their own life will lose it; those who hate their own life in this world will keep it for life eternal. Whoever wants to serve me must follow me, so that my servant will be with me where I am. And my Father will honour anyone who serves me.








John 12:36b-43

The Unbelief of the People
After Jesus said this, he went off and hid himself from them. Even though he had performed all these miracles in their presence, they did not believe in him, so that what the prophet Isaiah had said might come true:

“Lord, who believed the message we told?
    To whom did the Lord reveal his power?”

And so they were not able to believe, because Isaiah also said,

“God has blinded their eyes
    and closed their minds,
so that their eyes would not see,
    and their minds would not understand,
    and they would not turn to me, says God,
    for me to heal them.”

Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him.

Even then, many Jewish authorities believed in Jesus; but because of the Pharisees they did not talk about it openly, so as not to be expelled from the synagogue. They loved human approval rather than the approval of God.

