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HOW MUCH Money…  do you need to feel…
	Secure, Powerful, Successful and Happy?
			(get a figure in your head)

Richard Foster once wrote a book entitled…
	“Money, Sex and Power”
	           Part of his thinking was that those are the 3 things
 		    that drive our society and us.
	Power…	We all want power…
				To control our destiny, situations,
					Circumstances, others
				We want power…
				          	It makes us feel significant
	Sex…		We are sexual beings…
				It is part of our make up…
				Again… It makes us feel significant
	Money…	It is the currency of the world…
				Can’t live without it
			And if we have it… we feel significant

In each area Richard Foster was warning…
	Although these things are… 	part of our make up…
					Part of the world we live in
	       They have the potential to, 
     and often do, control us.
			We get possessed by them and…
			They become the priority in our lives.
	
In the church we… 	Often preach about Power…
			Hardly ever preach about Sex
			When we preach about Money…
			         Some people…   Leave…
			         Most people…   Gets uncomfortable

Maybe that is because…	It is soo close to home 
      
Today I want to TRY and challenge your world view 
about Earthly Treasures.

Suze Orman… internationally acclaimed personal finance expert…
Tells the story of when she was a little girl… 
	Her father’s business caught on fire…
	She vividly remembers her father rushing into the 
burning building to retrieve a hot metal cash register 
with his bare hands and running out.
Her father fell to the ground writhing in pain… 
with scorched and seared hands.
Although too small to process it all then…
She says… “that moment changed her life forever.”
In that moment she realized… MONEY…
	…Is very Valuable
	…Is worth endangering your life to save…
			Even running into a burning building.
	…Is everything and vitally important.
She says… this is what drove her in life… she writes…
	“From that moment on, earning money, lots of money, 
  not only became what drove me professionally, but 
  also became my emotional priority.”

I WONDER What stories, events, experiences…
	Have formed your world view of… 	Money
						Earthly Treasures

Scripture has much to say about…
	Kingdom Economics 	vs     Worldly Economics

READ…	Matt 6:19-24

TWO KINDS OF TREASURERS

Jesus teaches us that there are 2 kinds of treasures…
	Earthly Treasures   and    Heavenly Treasures

Earthly Treasures comprise things like…
	Money and material possessions…
		Anything that…  A thief could steal from us
 				  A moth could nibble and damage
				  Can Rust and corrode and be destroyed
Earthly Treasures…	Are temporary.
Cars (new or old),	Shoes (expensive or cheap),
Gadgets (latest of not),	Clothes (designer or out of fashion),

And our Earthly Currency is…	MONEY…
SO…	we often assign monetary value to Earthly Treasures
 
Heavenly Treasures relate to things we might term… Intangible 
	Things that God is doing…	(in us and in others)
		What is God doing?...
			Loving, Helping, Growing, Building

How Does God do that?…	What is God’s Currency?

Heaven’s Currency is… 	RELATIONSHIPS.

Dallas Willard explains what treasure is…
	“We reveal what our treasures are by what we 
try to protect, secure and keep.”

Jesus is not telling us not to treasure things…
	He is telling us what things we should treasure most

Saying…	We should not treasure a car, clothes, houses…
	(does not mean we do not look after it)
Because it will rust and get destroyed
Because it will deteriorate and ultimately
 	fall apart…
		It will not last forever.

BUT… if we treasure our spouse… or a friend…
	That is an investment… in HEAVEN
		They are eternal spiritual beings…
			They can return love, love others and 
bless the world.

Bear with me on this… I need to get the words right…

Treasures in heaven are not gained by meritorious acts…
BUT… 	by belonging to and living by… 
the priorities of the kingdom of heaven.

			It is a unique Intangible Currency.


Then Jesus speaks of…	TWO KINDS OF MASTERS  (vs 24)

Jesus points out the logical… but not the obvious…
THE TRUTH… 
       we cannot pursue Earthly Treasures and the Kingdom of God

Jesus is saying…	Mammon (wealth) is a rival God
Why does Jesus say that wealth is a god?

Money and Wealth are godlike in many ways…
	Money outlives us giving it an almost eternal dimension…						Similar to God
	Money has a wide circle of influence… everyone respects it.
		“Money talks and people listen”
					Similar to God
	Money pretends to offer what we want from God…
		Security, comfort and happiness.
		This is why we are prone to “serve” money
					Similar to God

The REAL issue is NOT… Money, Wealth and Possessions
	You can be extremely wealthy and still serve God
	You can be dirt poor and still serve Mammon / Wealth

The real issue is… 	OUR HEARTS.
	Where do our hearts lie?…
			What is our Emotional Priority?

It is impossible to SERVE God and serve Mammon…
	Because they have opposite agendas.
GOD… 
Wants us to reject mammon and to love and trust Him…
		This is the path to peace and Happiness
Mammon… 
Wants us to deny God and pursue happiness through wealth
		BUT… Wealth will rust, decay and fall away.

James Bryan Smith says…
	“We cannot look east and west at the same time…
	Neither can we look up and down at the same time.
	In the same way we cannot serve God and Mammon.
		They are opposites.”




There are TWO TYPES of TREASURE 
in which we can invest…
		Heavenly Treasures	– which are eternal
and Earthly Treasures	– which are temporal

There are TWO DEITIES we can serve…
	GOD OR MAMMON…

The QUESTION is…

	  TO WHOM WILL YOU GIVE YOUR ALLEGIANCE ? 

Because it is all about…

KINGDOM  ECONOMICS   



 











Psalm 119:161-168

Dedication to the Law of the Lord

Powerful people attack me unjustly,
    but I respect your law.
How happy I am because of your promises—
    as happy as someone who finds rich treasure.
I hate and detest all lies,
    but I love your law.
Seven times each day I thank you
    for your righteous judgments.
Those who love your law have perfect security,
    and there is nothing that can make them fall.
I wait for you to save me, Lord,
    and I do what you command.
I obey your teachings;
    I love them with all my heart.
I obey your commands and your instructions;
    you see everything I do.


Matthew 6:19-24	Riches in Heaven

“Do not store up riches for yourselves here on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and robbers break in and steal. Instead, store up riches for yourselves in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and robbers cannot break in and steal. For your heart will always be where your riches are.

The Light of the Body
“The eyes are like a lamp for the body. If your eyes are sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eyes are no good, your body will be in darkness. So if the light in you is darkness, how terribly dark it will be!

God and Possessions
“You cannot be a slave of two masters; you will hate one and love the other; you will be loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.


