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Define the word BUFFETING…

How would you define the word…   BUFFETING?  (we know it is a verb)

How would you define the word…   BUFFETING?  (open sharing)
		
Cambridge dictionary defines it this way…
	Buffeting means being struck or knocked around repeatedly and
 	with great force, usually by wind, water, or other external forces. 
It implies a continuous, rough, and violent battering motion, often
applied to ships in storms, airplanes experiencing turbulence,
or people struggling against harsh conditions.

Here are some images…	Waves 1,  Waves 2,  Wind (fun)

For Today…	BUFFETING IS… 	
A continuous, relentless, rough and violent battering motion.

With that in mind let us look back… 
at the events of that first “Holy Week”.

It is EASY TO SEE the continuous, relentless, 
Buffeting Motion of the LOVE of God at work, 
in the whole lead up to and including… 
the death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us look at some of those moments and events and…
		LISTEN for the Buffeting LOVE of GOD

JESUS RIDES INTO JERUSALEM (Palm Sunday).
	The people are praising God, wanting to make Jesus King.
 	Recognising him as the promised one.
		The same people who turn against him in a few days 
and shout “Crucify Him!!”
	
BUT: THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…	
Buffeting the status quo, then and now 



JESUS CLEARS THE TEMPLE.
	The Priests had turned the temple into a place of corruption. 
Taking advantage of the poor and the struggling. 
The central place of worship was not aiding worship but
manipulating people.  
	Jesus expresses the Loving Anger of God and 
exposes the evil within the institution.

THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…	
Buffeting the structures of Institutional Church,
			then and now.

JESUS SHARES IN THE LAST SUPPER
	The Cedar Meal is being shared. This is tradition.
	It is a remembrance of what God has done and the introduction
		Of the New Covenant
	Judas subversively helps betray Jesus to the High Priests so he 
can be arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Forcing a confrontation so Jesus can use his power to overthrow
the evil oppressors.
	Jesus knows it is coming, predicts his betrayal and lets it happen.

THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…	
Buffeting personal agendas, then and now.

JESUS PRAYS IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE.
His chosen disciples sleep and fail to watch and pray. 
Jesus fights the path ahead - praying the ‘cup of suffering’ 
will be taken away from him. 
BUT…    This he must do. This path he must follow.
	 
THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…	
Buffeting human weakness and distraction,
			then and now.

JESUS IS ARRESTED
The high Priest’s soldiers and Judas come to arrest Jesus. 
A battle ensues, swords are drawn and used. A Soldier’s ear is cut off and healed, Disciples are admonished and then scatter and Jesus is taken away.

THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…         
Buffeting ALL the suffering, then and now

JESUS IS DENIED BY PETER
	Good intentions and failed promises. 
The rooster crows and Peter knows he has let his Lord down.

THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…	
           Buffeting self-preservation and fear, then and now

JESUS IS TRIED, BEATEN AND WHIPPED
Unjust trials, 39 floggings, beatings, flesh is torn, blood is spilt, 
crown of thorns mockingly placed on his head. 
A ‘Royal’ robe draped over his shoulders.

THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…          
Buffeting injustice, corruption and abuse,
			then and now.

JESUS CARRIES HIS CROSS TO THE HILL, GOLGOTHA
	Burdened by the cross, its weight, its awkwardness.
Weak from physical trauma, crowds jeer at him and 
misunderstand him, mock him, stare at him.
			
THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…	
Buffeting the evil of the world, then and now.

JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS, CRUCIFIED AND DIES
	An innocent man dies, an innocent man is executed for all to see, 
to appease the powers that be.
	
THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…	
Buffeting power, greed and control…

And an Army Officer says…	

“Truly, He was the Son of God!” (Matt 27:54)

The BUFFETING LOVE OF GOD IS… 	
A continuous, relentless, rough and violent motion,
	Always at work in our World.

O Love Divine, what hast thou done!
Then let us stand beneath the cross,
And feel his love a healing stream,
My Lord, my Love is crucified…	We sing together.
					(Hymns and Psalms 175)

ONE MORE…	moment of the Continuous, Relentless, 
Buffeting Motion of the LOVE of God at work.


Three men hang on Crosses, on a hill overlooking Jerusalem.
Jeering and cursing… then one says to Jesus… 
	“Remember me, when you come as king”
Words of Grace comes the reply…
	“Today you will be with me in paradise.”

He arrives in Paradise, and the Angel asks him…

	Who are you?				“A thief, a murderer.”
Why are you here?			“I do not know.”
	Are you a member of the church?	“No”
	Are you baptized?			“No”
	Are you Saved?				“What’s that?”
	Have you read the bible?		“No”
	Have you said the sinner’s prayer?	“No”

	Who sent you?		
“The man on the middle cross said I could come.”

“The man on the middle cross… HE said I could come”
			
THE LOVE OF GOD STANDS FIRM…	
Buffeting every sin in the world.


Let me conclude with this poem…

GOD WITH US

The buffeting love of God…
Relentless like a hurricane, gentle like a dove.
Loud like thunder, silent like the whisper of a breeze.

The buffeting love of God…
Overwhelming activity, constant presence.
Seen in the light of day or night,
Hidden in the oxygen we breathe.
Felt in the emotions of celebration and disappointment,
Active in the numbness of desolation.


The buffeting love of God…
Achieves the serenity of still mountain pools.
Remains in the endless lap of sea on shore.

The buffeting love of God…
There to be seen, experience and lived.
There to heal, restore and sustain.

GOD WITH US ALL !!



Let us Pray…


We sing together…

	See from his head, his hands, his feet,
	   Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
	Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
	   Or thorns compose so richer crown?

Hymn:	When I survey the wonderous cross  (H+Ps 180)









Isaiah 52:13-53:9	The Suffering Servant

The Lord says,

“My servant will succeed in his task;
    he will be highly honored.
Many people were shocked when they saw him;
    he was so disfigured that he hardly looked human.
But now many nations will marvel at him,
    and kings will be speechless with amazement.
They will see and understand
    something they had never known.”

The people reply,

“Who would have believed what we now report?
    Who could have seen the Lord's hand in this?
It was the will of the Lord that his servant
    grow like a plant taking root in dry ground.
He had no dignity or beauty
    to make us take notice of him.
There was nothing attractive about him,
    nothing that would draw us to him.
We despised him and rejected him;
    he endured suffering and pain.
No one would even look at him—
    we ignored him as if he were nothing.

“But he endured the suffering that should have been ours,
    the pain that we should have borne.
All the while we thought that his suffering
    was punishment sent by God.
But because of our sins he was wounded,
    beaten because of the evil we did.
We are healed by the punishment he suffered,
    made whole by the blows he received.
All of us were like sheep that were lost,
    each of us going his own way.
But the Lord made the punishment fall on him,
    the punishment all of us deserved.





“He was treated harshly, but endured it humbly;
    he never said a word.
Like a lamb about to be slaughtered,
like a sheep about to be sheared,
    he never said a word.
He was arrested and sentenced and led off to die,
    and no one cared about his fate.
He was put to death for the sins of our people.
He was placed in a grave with those who are evil,
    he was buried with the rich,
even though he had never committed a crime
    or ever told a lie.”



























Luke 23:26-43		Jesus Is Crucified

The soldiers led Jesus away, and as they were going, they met a man from Cyrene named Simon who was coming into the city from the country. They seized him, put the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus.

A large crowd of people followed him; among them were some women who were weeping and wailing for him. Jesus turned to them and said, “Women of Jerusalem! Don't cry for me, but for yourselves and your children. For the days are coming when people will say, ‘How lucky are the women who never had children, who never bore babies, who never nursed them!’ That will be the time when people will say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Hide us!’ For if such things as these are done when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

Two other men, both of them criminals, were also led out to be put to death with Jesus. When they came to the place called “The Skull,” they crucified Jesus there, and the two criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. Jesus said, “Forgive them, Father! They don't know what they are doing.”

They divided his clothes among themselves by throwing dice. The people stood there watching while the Jewish leaders made fun of him: “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!”

The soldiers also made fun of him: they came up to him and offered him cheap wine, and said, “Save yourself if you are the king of the Jews!”

Above him were written these words: “This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

The other one, however, rebuked him, saying, “Don't you fear God? You received the same sentence he did. Ours, however, is only right, because we are getting what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong.” And he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King!”

Jesus said to him, “I promise you that today you will be in Paradise with me.”


