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There’s a story told of… 
a husband and wife both of who were doctors. 
one a doctor of theology and 
the other a doctor of medicine. 
When their doorbell was rung and the housekeeper answered, 
the inquirer would often ask for "the doctor". 
The maid’s interesting reply was: 
     "Do you want the one who preaches or the one who practices?" 


We know the THEORY of Christian living… 
BUT…    what we must do is to PRACTICE it!	     (DO WE?)

God speaks a lot about PRAYER in the Bible…
	In fact it is mentioned some 500 times in scripture…
		That means God repeated himself often about prayer
Therefore it stands to reason that I should preach about PRAYER.

God speaks a lot about LOVE in the Bible…
	In fact it is mentioned about 400 times in scripture
Therefore it stands to reason that I should preach about LOVE.

In fact an interesting exercise would be to list all the subjects God speaks about through scripture and work that out proportionately…
	Then I should preach on those subjects proportionately.
		Sounds like a good principle.


BUT… when I look up the subject of “GIVING”…
	That is mentioned about 2000 times.
The subject of “MONEY AND POSSESSINS”
	That is mentioned some 2300 times.

So to follow this ‘Good Principle’ that means…
For every sermon I preach on Love or Prayer…
I should preach 4 sermons on ‘Giving’ 
and ‘Money and Possessions’

Seriously though…	Why do you think… 
God mentioned ‘Money and Possessions’ so often?

Like last week… 
Today I want to again challenge your world view 
of Earthly Treasures by ASKING this question…

“WHAT ARE YOU GIVING TO GOD?”

Many people find it difficult to give money to God, To the Church,
 to the poor… even to charities…
Often when we give… 
We view it as ‘giving up’ something
We think it is throwing money away.
	We give… But often it is only the left overs…
			What we can spare… 
Often we GIVE out of Guilt
			What we have at that moment (not even)
			
So we sometimes give as a ‘reaction’…
		“Oh, it is time for the offering…
			What have I got in my purse?”

DO WE ACTUALLY THINK ABOUT HOW MUCH WE GIVE?

2 Cor 9:6ff
Remember that the person who plants few seeds will have a 
small crop; the one who plants many seeds will have a large crop. 
	That is logical…
		If we give a little…	only a little can be done
		The more we give… 	the more that can be done.
 
You should each give, then, as you have decided, not with regret or
out of a sense of duty; for God loves the one who gives gladly.
	
Notice it is a decision we make… as you have decided 
		We do not just see how much we have in our wallet,
			What is left in the car ashtray
	What we give needs to be a considered matter…
			A Decision we have made / a budgeted item
	
Notice also the motive of our giving…
		Give Gladly…	NOT…  with regret / out of duty / Guilt
			Your giving is a response of Love… (response of Worship)
				Not a Reaction in the moment
					An act of Worship.

OFFERING…	is an ‘INTENTIONAL’ moment of Worship
It is a Spiritual moment
	You are expressing to God…
			Your Gratitude / Thankfulness
			How much you love Him…
In a sense…	You are expressing to God…
			How much He is worth to you. 
 
WHAT SHOULD WE GIVE? 
or 	HOW MUCH SHOULD WE GIVE?

One day, a little boy and his sister were playing… 
‘Noah’s Ark’ in the small porta-pool in their backyard. 

They were using an old shoebox for the ark, 
and the water in the wading pool was the flood.
After the flood was over, they were going to make an offering, 
BUT… they couldn’t decide on what to offer. 

The boy wanted to offer the sister’s doll, 
and the girl would have no part of it. 
She suggested the boy’s G.I. Joe, 
and the boy said ‘NO!’ to that, too.

So, the little girl ran to the house and came back with… 
an old stuffed sheep. 
One ear had long been ripped off, 
the wool was filthy dirty, 
and one of the eyes was missing. 
But she said, 	“Here let’s sacrifice this. 
We don’t want it anymore anyway.”

The little boy agreed… 
The broken and forgotten toy was given to God.

That is exactly how many of us give to God. 
We are told to give Him our first fruits, 
      Yet we take the first portion for ourselves and give Him what’s left   
      We give Him the stuff we don’t want anymore. 

MAYBE…	We give to God out of our convenience, 
rather than… 	from our love. 

We give Him the scraps of our lives, or what is left over… 
after we have enjoyed the feast.

IF… we give in that way…	We are cheating God
			We are Robbing from God

Malachi 3:6-10 (selected verses)
“I am the LORD, and I do not change… 

I ask you, is it right for a person to cheat God? Of course not, yet
you are cheating me. 'How?' you ask. In the matter of tithes and
offerings. 

Bring the full amount of your tithes to the Temple, so that there will
be plenty of food there. Put me to the test and you will see that I will
open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all
kinds of good things.” 

To answer the question of… 	“What Should We Give?” 
the answer would be to… 
give the first portion of what we have
AND… 	the best of what we have.

Always remember that …
Our second best…	Our leftovers 
…DO NOT HONOUR GOD

The Old Testament guide for what to give to God…
Was as Malachi says…	A TITHE…			
One tenth / 10%      - Free will / love offerings after that
Malachi says… ‘Bring your full tithe to the Temple’ 	

The New Testament guide for what to give to God…
	Might be termed… 	‘Generous Giving’ 
‘Proportional Giving’
So if you are looking for a guide…	10%

In closing… 
    I want to challenge each one of you… 
to TRUST God in your GIVING.
Are you a…

	KINGDOM GIVER  or  LEFTOVER CONTRIBUTOR ? 


Offering Prayer

Holy Father, We acknowledge that you have abundantly blessed us with resources and earthly treasures.
You have called us as a Church and have drawn us into the purposes of your Kingdom through the power and leading of the Holy Spirit.
As we make our offering to you today, we do so in response to your grace and abundant blessing of life and resources.
As we make our offering we do so as an act of worship and trust in you.
As we make our offering we do so in order to help resource and realize your vision through this Your Church.


OFFERINGS ARE RECEIVED AND BROUGHT FORWARD.


Holy Father, thank you for this moment and this act of worship as we give to You.
Holy Father use our gifts and use us to realize your vision and in the growth of your Kingdom in this place and wherever it may be found.
Amen.





Malachi 3:6-10		The Payment of Tithes

“I am the Lord, and I do not change. And so you, the descendants of Jacob, are not yet completely lost. You, like your ancestors before you, have turned away from my laws and have not kept them. Turn back to me, and I will turn to you. But you ask, ‘What must we do to turn back to you?’ 8 I ask you, is it right for a person to cheat God? Of course not, yet you are cheating me. ‘How?’ you ask. In the matter of tithes and offerings. A curse is on all of you because the whole nation is cheating me. Bring the full amount of your tithes to the Temple, so that there will be plenty of food there. Put me to the test and you will see that I will open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all kinds of good things.



2 Corinthians 9:6-10	

Remember that the person who plants few seeds will have a small crop; the one who plants many seeds will have a large crop. You should each give, then, as you have decided, not with regret or out of a sense of duty; for God loves the one who gives gladly. And God is able to give you more than you need, so that you will always have all you need for yourselves and more than enough for every good cause. As the scripture says,

“He gives generously to the needy;
    his kindness lasts forever.”

And God, who supplies seed for the sower and bread to eat, will also supply you with all the seed you need and will make it grow and produce a rich harvest from your generosity.

