	Acts 2:1-21

	Wind is Life !!
	Pinelands – 9am – 24/05/2026




(Recite the following poem - Christina Rossetti, a Christian poet)

“Who has seen the wind?  Neither I nor you?  
But when the leaves hang trembling, 
the wind is passing through.  
Who has seen the wind?  Neither you nor I.  
But when the leaves bow down their heads, 
the Wind is passing by.”

From the Apostle John, 
“The wind blows where it wills and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with every person who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8)

One word: SPIRIT. (focus of the sermon)
In Hebrew, it is the word, 	“ruach.” 
In Greek, it is the word, 		“pneumatos.” 
In English, it is the word 	“wind” 
which can be also translated “spirit” or “breath.”

Your body is filled with air / Breath
I need to cup your hands above your mouth and blow…
feel the warm air in your hands. 

You can’t be alive without air. 

Our sanctuary is filled with air. 
Invisible but really present among us.  (feel the breeze)

Our atmosphere is filled with air. 
A membrane around the Earth called the atmosphere. 
It is about 17 km high. 
The higher you go the thinner the air gets.
There would be no life on planet Earth 
without our atmosphere of air. 

The air in our atmosphere is also hugely powerful.
Hurricanes, tornados, gales… the forces of nature – wind.

Our human bodies are filled with air. 
We know what happens when a person chokes 
and cannot get air… They die!
(mouth to mouth resuscitation.)

Our playtime is filled with air.  
Wind is great for flying kites or sailing or 
parasailing or windsurfing.  
Wind causes problems for golfers who slice and hook, 
Wind makes it difficult for fisherman 

“Who has seen the wind?  Neither I nor you?  
But when the leaves hang trembling, 
the wind is passing through.  
Who has seen the wind? Neither you nor I. 
But when the leaves bow down their heads, 
the Wind is passing by.”

The Jews, when they thought of God, they thought of ...the wind. 
 	Because the wind was like God… 
It was invisible, mysterious and powerful.  
You can’t control the wind. 
You can’t have life without wind. Wind gives life.

And so was God…	- invisible, mysterious, powerful, 
- whom you can’t control and gives life.
 
The Jews of biblical times…  
They actually called God,  “the Wind.”  
The Old Testament name for God is “ruach,”… 
which means wind. 
 	The first name of God in the Old Testament is Wind.

Genesis 1…
 	“In the beginning, there was the earth, and the earth was without form and void, and the Spirit of God, the Wind of God, the Breath of God moved across the waters.”

Genesis 2…
“God creating man out of the dust of the earth. And then the Spirit of God breeeeeathed into man, the breath, the wind, the ruach of life.”
And so we could follow that theme throughout the bible…
  
Psalm 139… 
“Where could I go to escape from your Spirit? Where could I go to get away from your Presence. If I went up to heaven, you would be there. If I went down to the land of the dead, you would be there. If I went to the farthest place in the East or the farthest place in the West, you would be there to help me. You would be there to guide me."

And that is also true today. 

Where can you go to escape the wind?     Nowhere. 

God is forever with you, no matter where you go. 
So it is with the atmosphere of air. 

Then in ACTS… chapter 2, and we hear the story of Pentecost.

“Suddenly, a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind and it filled the house where they were sitting. And they were ALL filled with the Holy Spirit, the Holy Wind, and they ALL began to prophesy, to speak boldly about Jesus Christ in numerous languages.”
 
What does all this have to do with you and me… 
with your life and mine?

1) The first purpose of the Spirit… 
is to make God alive in you and me. 
We believe and know that there is a God here in this universe.
 	Invisible, mysterious, powerful, 
whom you can’t control…
 			any more than you can control the wind. 

This God, this Wind, gives life. Physical life. Spiritual life. 

This God is… 	all around you, 	in you, 		above you, 
below you, 	beside you, 	INVISIBLY PRESENT.

As one commentator put it…
“God is present with us, whether we feel him or not. When we are thinking of him or not. When we are good or bad, rich or poor, indifferent or concerned. When we are working, golfing, singing, sailing, hiking, dying or living, God is here...which is a statement of grace.  For God is mysteriously near you, not because you are good, not because you are kind, and not because you are religious...for indeed, none of us are any of those qualities.  But God is graciously present in your life because...God is God.”  
	Represented by the WIND / AIR

The purpose of the Spirit is to make God’s Spirit alive in us.


2)    A second purpose of the Spirit is to make the 
LOVE of Jesus alive in us. 

"What is the purpose of the Holy Spirit?" 
To make the LOVE of Christ alive in us… 
To make the LOVE of Christ FLOW through us 

The Holy Spirit makes the LOVE of Jesus  ALIVE in us. 
His love alive in us… 	Love, 	joy, 	peace, 	patience,
kindness, 	gentleness, 	faithfulness, 
and self-control, 
all these virtues alive in us. 

The most powerful force in the world is the LOVE of Christ. 
	The purpose of the Spirit is to energize… 
the of Christ within us.  
This is seen in… 
Forgiveness, 	    Service,	Acts of Kindness 

The Spirit makes the words and teachings of Jesus… 
become living realities in our lives…
	EXPRESSED IN LOVE

3)  	The third purpose of the Holy Spirit is to 
make the Church alive. 

The Spirit of God gets into church (the BODY of Believers). 
The Spirit of God blows us out of our… 
pews,	institutions,	safe communities 
and into the world. 

The meteorologist once said that "wind is air on the move." 

That is what the church is…  

The church is air on the move. 
Moving out of our pews. 
Moving out of our church buildings.  
Moving into the world around us. 
Moving into our homes and places of work
			Moving into our everyday lives

Moving into our… 	
schools, 	neighbourhoods, 	places of work. 


Why is the ruach here in this room today, filling this sanctuary?  
Why are the winds of God blowing around your life, 
     filling you and making you strong?  

Is it to make you feel good?  			    	Yes...  
Is it to heal your wounds when you are hurt?	     	Yes…  
Is it to give you comfort when your spouse dies?   	Yes… 
Is it to give your life meaning when… 
your life has totally fallen apart?  	     	Yes…  
Is it to forgive you when your life is lived in a way…
 	contrary to the will of God?  	                  	Yes…  

But more than that, 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ that surrounds you, 
is in you and around you, 
is given to you that you may have power. 

The Spirit is given to you so that you would have power to proclaim the message of Jesus Christ to all peoples.  

For at Pentecost, the Church was given the power… 
The power that is greater than tornadoes, 
the power of ruach, 
the power to proclaim the message of Jesus Christ…
WITH AUTHORIY

YOU…  not the person next to you, 
YOU…	  have been given that power, 
for ALL of YOU are Spirit-Filled persons

Wind. 	   One word. 	Wind.
 
“Who has seen the wind? Neither I nor you?  
But when the leaves hang trembling, 
the wind is passing through.  
Who has seen the wind? Neither you nor I.  
But when the leaves bow down their heads, 
the Wind is passing by.” 



Acts 2:1-21		The Coming of the Holy Spirit

When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.

There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had come from every country in the world. When they heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. They were all excited, because all of them heard the believers talking in their own languages. In amazement and wonder they exclaimed, “These people who are talking like this are Galileans! How is it, then, that all of us hear them speaking in our own native languages? We are from Parthia, Media, and Elam; from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia; from Pontus and Asia, from Phrygia and Pamphylia, from Egypt and the regions of Libya near Cyrene. Some of us are from Rome, both Jews and Gentiles converted to Judaism, and some of us are from Crete and Arabia—yet all of us hear them speaking in our own languages about the great things that God has done!” Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other, “What does this mean?”

But others made fun of the believers, saying, “These people are drunk!”

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you what this means. These people are not drunk, as you suppose; it is only nine o'clock in the morning.  Instead, this is what the prophet Joel spoke about:

‘This is what I will do in the last days, God says:
    I will pour out my Spirit on everyone.
Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message;
    your young men will see visions,
    and your old men will have dreams.
Yes, even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will proclaim my message.



I will perform miracles in the sky above
    and wonders on the earth below.
There will be blood, fire, and thick smoke;
    the sun will be darkened,
    and the moon will turn red as blood,
    before the great and glorious Day of the Lord comes.
And then, whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.’




