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	When last did you tell anybody about Jesus?
		About what Jesus means to you?
			OR…	What he has done for you?

Our personal testimony…
	Is a powerful factor in other people’s lives…
		Jesus depends on talking and acting Christians

Each one of us (as a Christian) has a witness for Jesus Christ
Illustration:
Mr Milton Hershey…
Believed Chocolate and children go together
1903 – opened a chocolate factory
now he had to sell his chocolate  (Experts said – Advertise)
He said NO…	It would increase the price
	Milton Hershey Believed…
		If his chocolate was good enough… 
then it would sell itself	(WORD of Mouth)
For many years “Hershey’s” Chocolate 
                          		was not advertised at all
		His Chocolate was a great success….
				People told People about it !!

His product was so good that he did not need to Advertise

In the same way…
 	Jesus does not need to pay for advertising
		He depends on us, as Christians, 
for the success of Christianity
	Each one of us has a witness For Jesus.
Each testimony is…
	Unique	: Our experience of Jesus is different
		  		We are different
	Special	: Because that is you
	Personal : Nobody can take it away
			  It is part of you 
     (you cannot get rid of it… BUT you can ignore it)

	You are a witness for Jesus.
	You have a testimony to share.


John the Baptist is a good example.
	His testimony is very short and to the point. 	
1 Sentence… 9 words long
	His experience…- unique, special, personal.
		When he meets Jesus (John 1:34)… HE SAYS…
			“I tell you, He is the Son of God”
		That was his experience – So he tells others

We all have an experience of Jesus…
		An answered Prayer,		A bible insight,
		A special worship service,	A profound book

GOD’S KINGDOM…	Depends on our Stories 
(not adverts – times of services)

We could even localize that…
	PINELANDS METHODIST CHURCH…
		Depends on your stories,	Your testimonies

In our scripture for today…
	Paul writes to the Philippian Church (as was read earlier)

Philipians 3… 
“I do not claim that I have already succeeded or have already become perfect. I keep striving to win the prize for which Christ Jesus has already won me to himself. 

	We keep striving, we keep reaching, we keep moving
		TOWARDS God’s Kingdom

Paul continues…
So, I run straight toward the goal in order to win the prize, which is God's call through Christ Jesus to the life above.” 

RUN Straight towards the Goal…	Towards the future








I remember way back in primary school.
	My very first sports day (athletics) – I was in the green house
		Saturday morning, 	Family all came to watch
		Excitement and anticipation
	The week before our teacher prepared us for the day…
		Explained what how everything would go
		He said…
			When you run… look straight at the finish line.
					  Do not look to the side…
						It will slow you down
						Distract you
						Get to the end as fast
							As you can.
	Can you remember something like that.
		Maybe our teacher read Philippians 3

It is GOOD ADVICE…	Spiritual and Practical

	Keep Focused on the goal…
			Do Not… 	Get distracted,	
Look away.

As Leadership here at PMC
	We are looking forward…	
		Where does God want us to be
		What does God want PMC to look like in the future
			(next year… 5 years time… and beyond)

In order to do that well…	
We need your help	We will get to that later
		We need to keep focused on 	CHRIST
						God’s Kingdom

Back to Paul…
Paul knew what he was talking about…
	There was much that could have distracted him from… 

Doing God’s Work and spreading the Gospel. 




In 2 Corinthians 11, Scripture tells us that Paul was…
whipped by the Jews five times (each time 39 stripes),
beaten with rods three times, 
stoned once, 
shipwrecked three times, 
often in prison, - hungry, thirsty and sometimes cold,
living in constant danger.

WHY? 		Because he preached the gospel.
If anybody could have…    gotten DISTRACTED…
			     Given up
Because of all those things… Paul could have
.
BUT…		He stayed Focused 

People can achieve amazing things… 
when they Keep focused and Imagine a future

ILLUSTRATION – 
"Dick and Rick Hoyt might not mean much to you…
BUT…	they were a father-and-son team from USA. 
They compete in marathons / triathlons
Together they have climbed mountains…
trekked 6000 Kilometers across America."

Amazing when you realize… when they started
Dick - the father - couldn't swim…
  - hadn't ridden a bike since he was 6-years old.
	He set a goal and did not get distracted

Here is their story…	(Video – “Dick and rick Hoyt)

Dick Hoyt (father) passed away in March 2021 (80 years old)
Rick Hoyt (son) passed away in May 2023 (61 years old)









Paul Challenges us to KEEP FOCUSSED…

	Focussed on…	Christ
			God’s Kingdom

	Our GOAL…	Is to GROW God’s Kingdom
	
	NOT with ADVERTS…	

BUT… 	With Real Life Testimonies
	With Real Life Stories
				Your and My Stories.














Psalm 25:1-5	(GNT)

To you, O Lord, I offer my prayer;
   in you, my God, I trust.
Save me from the shame of defeat;
    don't let my enemies gloat over me!
Defeat does not come to those who trust in you,
    but to those who are quick to rebel against you.

Teach me your ways, O Lord;
    make them known to me.
Teach me to live according to your truth,
    for you are my God, who saves me.
    I always trust in you.


Philippians 3:12-21	Running toward the Goal

I do not claim that I have already succeeded or have already become perfect. I keep striving to win the prize for which Christ Jesus has already won me to himself. Of course, my friends, I really do not[a] think that I have already won it; the one thing I do, however, is to forget what is behind me and do my best to reach what is ahead. So I run straight toward the goal in order to win the prize, which is God's call through Christ Jesus to the life above.

All of us who are spiritually mature should have this same attitude. But if some of you have a different attitude, God will make this clear to you.  However that may be, let us go forward according to the same rules we have followed until now.

Keep on imitating me, my friends. Pay attention to those who follow the right example that we have set for you. I have told you this many times before, and now I repeat it with tears: there are many whose lives make them enemies of Christ's death on the cross. They are going to end up in hell, because their god is their bodily desires. They are proud of what they should be ashamed of, and they think only of things that belong to this world. We, however, are citizens of heaven, and we eagerly wait for our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, to come from heaven. He will change our weak mortal bodies and make them like his own glorious body, using that power by which he is able to bring all things under his rule.

