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How many of you make Lists?

	I need a list for shopping 	(or else I forget stuff)
When We go on holiday Liza makes a list.
We have lists for everything… 
	(Checklists, Record lists, Song list, To Do lists, etc)
	Sometimes when people are faced with a decision…
The make a… 	Decision lists 	(Pros and Cons)

Let us make a list…
	Why did you come to church this morning?	(Open sharing)

Others might make a list about…
	Why they do not go to Church?

We could make a list about…		Why we follow Jesus?
Others could make a list about…	Why the do not follow Jesus?

Did you notice in our Scriptures today…	
		Some lists were made.

Moses at the burning bush… (Exodus 3)
	Context – 	Israelites have been in slavery for years
			Things had got really tough
			They had prayed and pleaded… 
				God has heard so he calls Moses

Moses Makes a list of his Excuses / Issues…
	“I am a nobody” (vs 11)
	“In Whose Authority do I go?” (who shall I say sent me)
	“I am not a good speaker” (4:10)
	“Please send someone else” (4:13)

YET… We know the story…
     MOSES… Goes Back To Egypt And 
Leads the Israelites to the promised land…

		SO…	WHAT CHANGED ??
				       What happened to the LIST ?

Jesus is calling his Disciples (John 1)
	Context -	Jews had been waiting for the Messiah 
for hundreds of years
			Moses and the Prophets wrote about 
this ‘Promised Messiah’
			As a nation the Jewish people are now
 					oppressed by the Romans

Jesus calls Philip and he chooses to follows Jesus…
	Philip then goes to find his friend Nathanael and tells him 
they have found the Messiah…
		“He is Jesus from Nazareth” and 
he is now going to follow him.

What does Nathanael do…	He makes a list… (vs 46)
	“Can anything good come out from Nazareth?”	

Nathanael is, like many of us, a little SCEPTICAL
	Nazareth was…   The most unlikely place where anything
				good could originate.
 			   An insignificant little town in the country.

YET IN VERSE 49…Nathanael says…
		“Teacher, You are the Son of God! 
You are the king of Israel!”

SO…	WHAT CHANGED ??
			What happened to the LIST ?

IT WOULD BE LUDICROUS TO THINK…
Moses and Nathanael chose to… 
Ignore those lists    (Questions / Issues.)
Push those lists to the side

The mere fact they made a list SAYS…	
		These are big issues…	to them
		These are huge obstacles…	to them

SO…	WHAT CHANGED ??	
	WHAT HAPPENED ??
		For Moses	and 	Nathanael	

Very SIMPLY…	It Becomes PERSONAL…
	
The LISTS are still there…
	The issues are still there…
		BUT…	when God becomes PERSONAL…
			The lists SHRINK in size…
				GOD becomes BIGGER than the list.

MOSES being asked to free the Israelite people…
	He was still a nobody… Still could not speak well…
			Still had issues…
	BUT…	God said…	“I will be with you”
				GOD…    became PERSONAL.
		
The LIST / issues became smaller.

NATHANAEL being asked to follow Jesus…
		Jesus was still from Nazareth…
			That did not change…
	BUT…   GOD KNEW HIM…
		  GOD… became PERSONAL.  
				Nazareth became smaller.

TODAY gives another opportunity for a NEW LIST…
		Why Follow Jesus List?

So I asked AI to give me a list of why to Follow Jesus…
	AI listed 15 reasons why to follow Jesus…
		Including…	The only way to heaven
				Best example of Integrity
				Offers forgiveness of sins
				Defeated death
				Clear purpose and Mission

The problem is NONE of those REASONS were PERSONAL…
		It was JUST A LIST.

In Last week’s Sermon… (If you remember)
 we were challenged to become TALKING / ACTING Christians

This week I want to challenge you to make a LIST…
			My… 	Why I Follow Jesus List
Here are some of the points on MY JESUS LIST…
			(there are many…. Here are just a few)
FIRSTLY:	JESUS IS MY FIRST CHOICE

As people (humanity) we all follow something or someone…
	It is what… 	drives us and gives us purpose.
			Helps us get up in the morning.

	For many it is MONEY…
		Greed, Possessions, Assets – THINGS
			Shows achievement and success…
				Helps prove our existence and purpose	

	For others it is POWER…
		Position…	CEO, Leader, Chief Officer
Give a person Control… “My Word Matters” 
		Sense of Importance		

	For others it is STATUS…
		Titles are important…	Doctor, Professor, Chairperson
		Degrees and Education…	Letters added to a name
				BSc,    LLB,   BTh,  Dr,  MA	

             For some…	They will follow PEOPLE
			Heros,	Idols,   Icons,   Celebrities
	
The late Dallas Willard (Theologian and Philosopher) who openly
	Proclaimed he was a follower of Jesus… tells the story.
		Philosophy student asked him…
				“Why do you follow Jesus?”
		His reply…	“Who else do you have in mind?”

Personally…	I choose JESUS… Jesus is my first choice.

SECONDLY:	JESUS HAS PROVED HIMSELF

Having been a Christ Follower for many years and… 
reflecting on my life journey, as I look back…

I see how Jesus has been at work…
	Molding me and shaping me through… 
life experiences, big and small decisions,
Conversations, People in my life
	Following the ways of Jesus has helped me in life…
		Shaped my character, informed my thinking

Not only in my life…	BUT the testimony of other Jesus Followers
	Listening to their stories, their witness, their experience
		Of Jesus who is ever present, Answered Prayers.
			It has to be more that coincidence.

Just look at Creation…	Its Magnitude, Complexity, Diversity
	For me there is just NO WAY that can be… 
FLUKE, Coincidence… 
There has to be a much bigger CAUSE and Reason…
	Behind Creation and the way life unfolds

Some might brush it off and say that is all Coincidence…
		I say NO…	It is God-incidence

Scientist Albert Einstein said, 
"God does not play dice with the universe"
		Our universe is not left up to CHANCE

Personally…	Jesus has Proved himself to me

THIRDLY:	I BELIEVE JESUS IS THE BEST OPTION 
FOR THE WORLD

The words from Jesus in the Gospel of John (John 3:16) 
	“For God so loved the WORLD, that he gave his only son 
 So whoever believes in him, would not die but have eternal life.”

It was for the WORLD that Jesus Died… The WHOLE WORLD.

IF…	Everybody, in the WORLD, Followed Jesus and his teachings…
			Can you IMAGINE what that would be like?
IF…	Everybody, in the WORLD, Lived by the 10 Commandments…
			Can you IMAGINE what that would be like?
IF…	JESUS meant as much to others and He means to you…
			Can you IMAGINE what that would be like?

Live with that for a while…
	I believe that JESUS is the best option for the World.


That is Part of… 	MY JESUS LIST.
				Notice how PERSONAL it is.
When it comes to… 	Following Jesus,	
Committing ourselves to Christ… 
as Lord and Saviour…

IT IS ALWAYS PERSONAL	(Very Personal)

So I challenge you to make a LIST… 	

A….	WHY I FOLLOW JESUS LIST  

NOTE:		It is a STATEMENT… NOT a Question
			It will and needs to be PERSONAL

I WONDER…	   WHAT WILL BE ON YOUR JESUS LIST?
























Exodus 3:1-14		God Calls Moses

One day while Moses was taking care of the sheep and goats of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, he led the flock across the desert and came to Sinai, the holy mountain. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him as a flame coming from the middle of a bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire but that it was not burning up. “This is strange,” he thought. “Why isn't the bush burning up? I will go closer and see.”

When the Lord saw that Moses was coming closer, he called to him from the middle of the bush and said, “Moses! Moses!”

He answered, “Yes, here I am.”

God said, “Do not come any closer. Take off your sandals, because you are standing on holy ground. I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” So Moses covered his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

Then the Lord said, “I have seen how cruelly my people are being treated in Egypt; I have heard them cry out to be rescued from their slave drivers. I know all about their sufferings, and so I have come down to rescue them from the Egyptians and to bring them out of Egypt to a spacious land, one which is rich and fertile and in which the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites now live. I have indeed heard the cry of my people, and I see how the Egyptians are oppressing them. Now I am sending you to the king of Egypt so that you can lead my people out of his country.”

But Moses said to God, “I am nobody. How can I go to the king and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

God answered, “I will be with you, and when you bring the people out of Egypt, you will worship me on this mountain. That will be the proof that I have sent you.”

But Moses replied, “When I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ So what can I tell them?”

God said, “I am who I am. You must tell them: ‘The one who is called I Am has sent me to you.’


John 1:43-49		Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Come with me!” (Philip was from Bethsaida, the town where Andrew and Peter lived.) Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one whom Moses wrote about in the book of the Law and whom the prophets also wrote about. He is Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth.”

“Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” answered Philip.

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, he said about him, “Here is a real Israelite; there is nothing false in him!”

Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”

Jesus answered, “I saw you when you were under the fig tree before Philip called you.”

“Teacher,” answered Nathanael, “you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel

