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The story is told of the Late Desmond Tutu… 
who was leading a Bible Study on the Creation Story.

He posed the question to those in attendance…
		“WHY DID GOD CREATE HUMANS (us)?”

His ANSWER…	“To be his FRIEND.”

Throughout the Bible there is a theme of Friendship…
	The Creation story…
Is about Friendship between God and Adam and Eve
			After they have sinned… 
God comes looking for them…
			Not to Judge or condemn but to be with them

		The shame was on Adam and Eve’s side… They HIDE!

Both Abraham and Moses were referred to as…
		“Friends of God”  (James 2:23 and Exodus 33:11) 

There are many other examples of FRIENDSHIP in scripture.

DAVID and JONATHAN	(1 Samuel 18-20)
	A friendship characterised by…
		Deep brotherly love,
		Covenantal and sacrificial loyalty
			Despite political differences and rivalry
				(Johnathan protected David from 
His father King Saul.)  

RUTH and NAOMI 	(Ruth 1)
	Illustrates loyalty, devotion, and companionship. 
Ruth choosing to leave her home to care for 
her mother-in-law.

ELIJAH and ELISHA	   (2 Kings 2)
Persistent companionship and refusal to leave a friend,
even in difficult times.	


PAUL and TIMOTHY	     (2 Timothy 1:1–6)
A model of a mentorship friendship, based on… 
mutual respect, shared mission and spiritual growth.

JESUS and the DISCIPLES and US	(John 15)
Jesus calls his followers "friends" rather than servants, 
elevating the relationship and showing the… 
Ultimate model of sacrificial, intimate connection

The Ultimate Friend - JESUS
Jesus offers friendship to all who follow him, 
  	      and this vertical friendship with God is the… 
foundation for healthy horizontal friendships with others. 

THREE…	Statements I want to leave with you.

Statement 1…

GOD’s LOVE FOR US IN JESUS… 	IS FRIENDSHIP
	
This is not a Buddy-Buddy Relationship… (not let’s have coffee vibe)
	It is much deeper and more significant than that.
		            We will NEVER be equal with God (buddy-buddy)

It is GOD…	Who meets us on our Level…		
God invites to His Table…
		BUT… Just because we sit at His Table
				Does not make us EQUAL with Him

It is GOD’s…	Love… His Self-giving, sacrificial Love… that…
			INVITES us into this Friendship 

Jesus DECLARES this Friendship…
John 15:15…
	“I do not call you servants any longer, because servants do not
 	  know what their master is doing. Instead, I call you friends,
 	  because I have told you everything I heard from my Father.”


GOD’s LOVE FOR US IN JESUS… 	IS FRIENDSHIP.



Statement 2…

THE HEART OF FRIENDSHIP IS MUTUAL SELF-REVELATION

Again…	This is by God’s Choosing…

He DECLARES we are FRIENDS…
	So… CHOOSES to Reveal Himself to us…
		MORE than That…	
Make sus PARTNERS with Himself
Works with us in this World
Uses us to accomplish his WILL in our World	

SELF-REVELATION…	Is what PRAYER is all about.
	We bring to God all… 	Our needs and requests
				Our Concerns and petitions
		BUT…	GOD already knows before we even pray
				But we reveal ourselves to God.

PRAYER is an intimate moment of sharing (self-revelation)

It is like…	I know my wife Liza.
	Sometimes she will share a concern with me
		But because I know her… I already know the concern
			That does not STOP her sharing with me…
				A Moment of…     Self Revelation
				A Moment of…     INTIMACY


It is the same with GOD…
	We pray…		we reveal ourselves to Him
	God Responds…	He reveals Himself to us
			THAT…   Is FRIENDSHIP

THE HEART OF FRIENDSHIP IS MUTUAL SELF-REVELATION







Statement 3…

JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE FRIEND

The PINNACLE of the friendship theme in Scripture is expressed in…

John 15:13…	“The greatest love you can have for your friends 
is to give your life for them.”

Jesus is known as the “Friend of Sinners”

	Her defined the greatest act of Love…
Jesus died on the Cross for all of us… for all our sins.
	He gave his life for us… The ultimate act of LOVE.

JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE FRIEND



God Created us to be his FRIENDS…
	
GOD’s LOVE FOR US IN JESUS… 	IS FRIENDSHIP.

THE HEART OF FRIENDSHIP IS MUTUAL SELF-REVELATION

JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE FRIEND


Let us sing together…	What a friend we have in Jesus














Ruth 1:16-17

But Ruth answered, “Don't ask me to leave you! Let me go with you. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. Wherever you die, I will die, and that is where I will be buried. May the Lord's worst punishment come upon me if I let anything but death separate me from you!”


2 Timothy 1:1-7
From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God's will, sent to proclaim the promised life which we have in union with Christ Jesus—

To Timothy, my dear son:

May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace.

I give thanks to God, whom I serve with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did. I thank him as I remember you always in my prayers night and day. I remember your tears, and I want to see you very much, so that I may be filled with joy. I remember the sincere faith you have, the kind of faith that your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice also had. I am sure that you have it also. For this reason I remind you to keep alive the gift that God gave you when I laid my hands on you. For the Spirit that God has given us does not make us timid; instead, his Spirit fills us with power, love, and self-control.


John 15:5+11-15
“I am the vine, and you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will bear much fruit; for you can do nothing without me. 

(Verses 11-15)
“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My commandment is this: love one another, just as I love you.  The greatest love you can have for your friends is to give your life for them. And you are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because servants do not know what their master is doing. Instead, I call you friends, because I have told you everything I heard from my Father.”


