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A mathematics professor at university had a reputation…
Before every test he gave, he would say something like…
"Today I am giving two examinations--one in
trigonometry and the other in honesty. I hope you 
will pass them both. If you must fail one, fail
trigonometry… 
There are many good people in the world who 
can't pass trig, but there are no good people in the
world who cannot pass the examination of honesty."  

I have titled Today’s Sermon…	Living Honestly.


IT'S EASY for ordinary people to fall into a pattern of lying…
		In the words we speak and the actions we live. 
Just like Abraham and his son Isaac,

BUT HONESTY is the foundation of all our relationships… 
because it's the basis of trust.
IN FACT…	Every Relationship should begin with the…
			Assumption of HONESTY

Every day we are faced with decisions which test our HONESTY. 
It may be a small amount of incorrect change,
A R10/R20 note found on the floor, 
Selling or trading in a car
How accurately we fill in tax forms or CV’s

The amount of money is not important, 
IT IS A QUESTION OF DOING WHAT IS RIGHT !

There are basically 3 reasons why people lie… dishonest

1. PEOPLE LIE BECAUSE OF FEAR
Abraham went to live in the land of the Philistines…
He looked round and thought, 
"I bet these Philistines are a godless bunch…
They might kill me for my wife…”
So he decided to lie…
He instructed Sarah to tell them she was his sister.
Abraham’s fear caused him to lie.
	And that little lie put his wife at risk.

FEAR can lead to lying…
Fear of…	consequences,		losing popularity,
failure, 		being found out.

Lots of people are tempted to be… 
dishonest because THEY ARE AFRAID.

2. PEOPLE LIE FOR PERSONAL GAIN

Pepe Rodriguez - notorious bank robber in the wild west. 
He would creep over the border into Texas, 
rob a bank and then flee back to Mexico. 
The Texas Rangers got so frustrated… 
they decided that they would cross the border illegally
 and track him down. 
After a long search they finally cornered him in a Mexican bar
	With guns drawn… Pepe was terrified. 
He could speak no English and… 
the Rangers couldn't speak any Spanish. 

So they asked Pepe's friend, the bartender, to translate.
 
He explained to Pepe… 	who the Rangers were  
The Rangers asked the barman to explain to Pepe… 
that they wanted to know where he had hidden all the money
If he didn't tell them, they would shoot him down like a dog. 

The bartender translated, and Pepe began to shake with fear. 
"Tell them the money is hidden in the well. 
  Count down 17 stones from the handle, 
  and that's where all the loot is." 

The bartender turned to the Rangers and said in English, 
"Pepe is a very brave man. He says that you are a
 bunch of stinking pigs, and he is not afraid to die."

That's only a story, BUT the desire to get ahead… (personal gain)
is a strong motivating force to mess with the truth.

Genesis 27… Jacob lied about being his brother Esau…
			In order to get his father’s blessing.

People talk themselves up,
 	they make up stories, 	they misrepresent.
And they sacrifice the TRUTH for a little material gain.

Matt 16:26… Jesus said… 
“Will you gain anything if you win the whole world but lose your life? Of course not! There is nothing you can give to regain your life.” 

The things in this life are only temporary.
	The pleasures of this world are short-lived.
One day, when we stand before Almighty God, 
we'll see very clearly that there's nothing in this world 
worth losing your soul over.

3. PEOPLE LIE BECAUSE OF EXPECTATIONS

People often lie on their CV’s…
	They feel they need to look better, 	
appear more educated and better skilled…
	Because that is what is expected of them. 

In our world we are faced with…
expectations from every direction to be all sorts of things, 
	so people lie to make themselves…
 look better than they really are.
We justify it by saying…	we are Stretching the truth.
				It is just a white lie. (little)

The trouble is the moment we stretch the truth…
And get caught in a lie…
People will think twice about trusting you again

Once you know that a person lies, 
you take everything they say with a pinch of salt?
Even when they are telling truth – 
because you don't always know which is which, 
and you no longer trust them.

FEAR, 		PERSONAL GAIN,     AND EXPECTATIONS 
are all… strong motivators to lie.

Now let's look at three areas where we need to try to be honest.

1. Be Honest With Others

Like I said, honesty is the basis of trust. 
	Every relationship begins with the ASSUMPTION of Truth

This is so important in the eyes of God…
When God decided to take all the things that were…
important to Him, 
Important for living life…
He condense them into Ten Blessing…
10 Commandments for living, 

He included this one…
Ex 20:16 - “Do not accuse anyone falsely.”
In plain English…	DO NOT LIE.
Tell the TRUTH.
			
This means being honest… in our dealings with others.
	It doesn't only apply to WHAT WE SAY, 
BUT… 	to what we do, 	and how we act.

2. Be Honest With God
You can't surprise God, 
you can't shock Him, 
you can't catch Him unawares.
Because He knows everything anyway.
He knows all things, even our most secret thoughts and desires.

1 Sam 16:7 
“For the Lord does not judge as people judge. They look 
   at the outward appearance, but I look at the heart." 
1Chronicles 28:9  
“God… He knows all our thoughts and desires.”
Psalm 139:1-4  
“LORD, you have examined me and you know me.
You know everything I do; from far away you understand 
all my thoughts. You see me, whether I am working or resting; you know all my actions. Even before I speak, you already know what I will say.”

If God's knowledge is so amazingly complete, 
why do we bother trying to conceal the truth from Him?

There's no good reason to be anything but totally honest with GOD.
The problem is that one of the hardest things for people…
Is to admit their sins, 	their failures, 
and their weaknesses to GOD.

BUT when we admit our sins to God, 
here's what the Bible says will happen:
1 John 1:9… 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

He doesn't forgive or cleanse EXCUSES, 
He doesn't forgive or cleanse COVER-UPS, 
He forgives and cleanses sin that is… 
honestly brought to the light and confessed to Him.

This leads us to the third area.

3. Be Honest With Yourself

I think that people have trouble being honest with God… 
BECAUSE they are not really honest with themselves.

It's hard to admit failings, faults and weaknesses…
	We think we are always right.
We even master the art of making excuses…
	For others and ourselves… to escape…
Dealing with the truth.

Car insurance claims highlight our difficulty… 
to be honest with ourselves…

· My car was legally parked as it backed into another vehicle.
· I started to slow down but the traffic was more stationary than I thought.
· The accident occurred when I was attempting to bring my car out of a skid by steering it into the other vehicle.


To be honest with yourself…
TAKES…	Courage, 	Humility, 
A Real Inner Strength 



IN FACT… 	it begins with US…

	Be Honest with YOURSELF,

		Then with GOD and Then with OTHERS.

Remember the Story of David and Bathsheba.

David admitted his sin, 	- Honest with himself…
- Honest with God…
and God's immediate response 
was to forgive him.
			- He could be Honest with Others

When we choose to walk the path of HONESTY and INTEGRITY
 	ABOUT…   70% of the decisions we have to make, 
have already been made.

Let us come before GOD with HONESTY…

	AND…		Be HONEST with 	OURSELVES
			Be HONEST with 	GOD
Be HONEST with	OTHERS




Genesis 20:1-13
Abraham and Abimelech
Abraham moved from Mamre to the southern part of Canaan and lived between Kadesh and Shur. Later, while he was living in Gerar, he said that his wife Sarah was his sister. So King Abimelech of Gerar had Sarah brought to him. One night God appeared to him in a dream and said, “You are going to die, because you have taken this woman; she is already married.”

But Abimelech had not come near her, and he said, “Lord, I am innocent! Would you destroy me and my people? Abraham himself said that she was his sister, and she said the same thing. I did this with a clear conscience, and I have done no wrong.”

God replied in the dream, “Yes, I know that you did it with a clear conscience; so I kept you from sinning against me and did not let you touch her. But now, give the woman back to her husband. He is a prophet, and he will pray for you, so that you will not die. But if you do not give her back, I warn you that you are going to die, you and all your people.”

Early the next morning Abimelech called all his officials and told them what had happened, and they were terrified. Then Abimelech called Abraham and asked, “What have you done to us? What wrong have I done to you to make you bring this disaster on me and my kingdom? No one should ever do what you have done to me. Why did you do it?”

Abraham answered, “I thought that there would be no one here who has reverence for God and that they would kill me to get my wife. She really is my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not of my mother, and I married her. So when God sent me from my father's house into foreign lands, I said to her, ‘You can show how loyal you are to me by telling everyone that I am your brother.’”











Genesis 26:1-11
Isaac Lives at Gerar
There was another famine in the land besides the earlier one during the time of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar.  The Lord had appeared to Isaac and had said, “Do not go to Egypt; stay in this land, where I tell you to stay. Live here, and I will be with you and bless you. I am going to give all this territory to you and to your descendants. I will keep the promise I made to your father Abraham. I will give you as many descendants as there are stars in the sky, and I will give them all this territory. All the nations will ask me to bless them as I have blessed your descendants. I will bless you, because Abraham obeyed me and kept all my laws and commands.”

So Isaac lived at Gerar. When the men there asked about his wife, he said that she was his sister. He would not admit that she was his wife, because he was afraid that the men there would kill him to get Rebecca, who was very beautiful. When Isaac had been there for some time, King Abimelech looked down from his window and saw Isaac and Rebecca making love. Abimelech sent for Isaac and said, “So she is your wife! Why did you say she was your sister?”

He answered, “I thought I would be killed if I said she was my wife.”

“What have you done to us?” Abimelech said. “One of my men might easily have slept with your wife, and you would have been responsible for our guilt.” Abimelech warned all the people: “Anyone who mistreats this man or his wife will be put to death.”


