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IF JESUS IS LORD…		PUT GOD FIRST

The first Commandment… “Worship no God but me.”

In the early 1990’s…
A number of university professors handed out copies of 
the 10 Commandments to students… asking them to…
 	arrange the commandments in order of importance

Over 90% of the students… 
Rearranged the commandments placing the commandments
dealing with our relationships with each other 
ABOVE the commandments dealing with… 
our relationship with God.

AN INTERESTING and yet QUITE CONCERNING result.

We all have something that… 
Grounds us,	Informs the way we live
Anchors us	Gives us purpose for living

IT COULD BE…	Our Relationships,	Our Role Models
			Our Bank Balance,	Our Social Standing
			Our Education,		Our Titles

When it comes to our FAITH… 
When it comes to Scripture…	

IT IS VERY CLEAR…	    GOD COMES FIRST

Jesus pointed this out in Matt 22:37-38…  (we read this earlier)
The first…    and greatest command is to… 
Love God with our whole being.
Then second…	to love your Neighbour as yourself.

IF JESUS IS LORD…		PUT GOD FIRST

WHY SHOULD WE PUT GOD FIRST?


Firstly…	GOD is THE unchanging God.

The Word / Title  “Lord”  in Exodus 20:2…

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt”

Comes from the Hebrew word used in Exodus 3:13-15…

“But Moses replied, "When I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors sent me to you,' they will ask me, 'What is his name?' So what can I tell them?" 
God said, "I am who I am. You must tell them: 'The one who is called I AM has sent me to you.' 
Tell the Israelites that I, the LORD, the God of their ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, have sent you to them. This is my name forever; this is what all future generations are to call me.” 

This is the Covenant name of God, which is pronounced… 
as either “Yaweh” or “Jehovah.”

God introduced Himself to Moses as “I am who I am,” 
which basically means that… 
God has always been and will always be.
Malachi 3:6… God speaks and reminds us…
 “I am the LORD, and I do not change.”

Our God is THE Unchanging God

Secondly… 	GOD is THE personal God.

God States in Exod. 20:2… 	“I am the Lord YOUR God”

	The God who sets up a Covenant with HIS people.
		There is this relationship (God and HIS people)
		Israel is the CHOSEN people…
			This is deeply personal


Psalm 23…     He is the Shepherd who cares for His sheep.

When we pray we use the words,   as Jesus taught it…

	“Our Father…”    personal relationship.

Throughout Scripture we discover God as Personal…
		Involved in our lives.
			Concerned about our circumstances
				Active in our midst
Just about every Christian Testimony…
		Speaks of a God who is Personal.

Thirdly…	God is THE delivering God.

God reminds Israel that He brought them out of Egypt (Exod. 20:2).
	Brought them from Slavery to Freedom

So to… God has delivered us from sin through Jesus… Col 1:13…
“He rescued us from the power of darkness and brought us safe into the kingdom of his dear Son, by whom we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven.” 

	GOD… has Brought us from Slavery to Freedom

THIS IS… 	the very crux of our Faith
			The reason for our Worship

		WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US !! 

SO….

HOW DO WE PUT GOD FIRST ?      (Acronym F I R S T)

F – Focus

Who or What occupies your… 	Free time? 	Thoughts?

What is the FOCUS of our lives and our FAITH?

Story of a lady and her friend… having a conversation after church.

One lady asked her friend, 
“Did you notice that hat Myrtle was wearing?” 
The friend responded, “No.” 
The lady then asked, 
“Well, what about the coat that Hazel had on?”  
Again, her friend said, “No.” 
The lady then asked,
	“Did you notice Jane’s new hairstyle?”
Again, her friend said, “No.” 

The lady then said, 
“Well, a lot of good it does you to go to church.”


If GOD is our FOCUS…	Would that be the conversation?
To keep God in FOCUS…
		He needs to be in the background of every…
				Conversation,	Circumstance,
				Interaction,	Decision,

To put God First…	We need to FOCUS on Him

I – Income

If you want to know what is important in a person’s life…
	Look at their budget… The way they spend their money

DO YOU…    put God first with your money?
      “Jesus told us that our heart is where our treasure is” (Matt. 6:21)

Take an objective look at how you… Spend your Money

		That will give a good indication of what…
				You view as IMPORTANT
				Comes first in your life

The Living Bible translates Deut 14:23 in the following way…
“The purpose of tithing is to teach you always 
to put God first in your lives” 

R – Relationships

The second most important commandment is…	
to love your Neighbour as yourself.

Scripture reminds us… (1 John 4:20)…
“If we don’t love others, then we can’t love God”

It has been said that…
      There are 2 categories of relationships that we should have…
1) The people we choose to be around because they... 
      		bring us close to God.
2) The people we choose to be around because we can…
 		bring them closer to God.

Relationships are the KEY to God’s Kingdom…
	As Bruce Larson wrote…
		“The Kingdom of God is the Kingdom
			   Of Right Relationships”

S – Security

When looking for HELP…	Where do you turn to first? 

A Story…   of a man in a hospital bed was told by his doctor…
		“All that could be done now was to pray.” 
The man responded by saying, 
“Oh dear, is that what it has come to”

	WHY?...	Would prayer be the last thing to do?

God should be the first one to whom we turn…
We need not worry…	God is in control.
We should cast our anxiety / fears / burdens… 
on God because He cares for us (1 Pet. 5:7).

T – Time

Take a look at your Diary / Appointment book.
Do you make time for God?
OR… 	does He fall into the gaps?
	Is God part of the AGENDA…
		OR…	does he come at the end under… General?

Of Course…	This also means way more than 1 day a week…

NO deep meaningful relationship can survive…
		Can survive on just 1 hour a week.
If we want God to be first in our Lives…
	He needs to be part of ALL of our TIME…
		24/7,    7 days a week,	12 months a year.

How doe we put God first in our Lives…
	F…	We keep our FOCUS on Him
	I…	Our INCOME needs to reflect God as part of us
	R…	RELATIONSHIPS have a high priority in our lives	 
	S…	God becomes our anchor… our SECURITY
	T…	God is part of all of our TIME


WHO, OR WHAT, IS FIRST IN YOUR LIFE?

IF JESUS IS LORD…		PUT GOD FIRST
	
It is one of Life’s Greatest Blessings.

Exodus 20:1-20		The Ten Commandments

God spoke, and these were his words: “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, where you were slaves.

“Worship no god but me.

“Do not make for yourselves images of anything in heaven or on earth or in the water under the earth. Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, because I am the Lord your God and I tolerate no rivals. I bring punishment on those who hate me and on their descendants down to the third and fourth generation. But I show my love to thousands of generations of those who love me and obey my laws.

“Do not use my name for evil purposes, for I, the Lord your God, will punish anyone who misuses my name.

“Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy. You have six days in which to do your work, but the seventh day is a day of rest dedicated to me. On that day no one is to work—neither you, your children, your slaves, your animals, nor the foreigners who live in your country. In six days I, the Lord, made the earth, the sky, the seas, and everything in them, but on the seventh day I rested. That is why I, the Lord, blessed the Sabbath and made it holy.

“Respect your father and your mother, so that you may live a long time in the land that I am giving you.

“Do not commit murder.

“Do not commit adultery.

“Do not steal.

“Do not accuse anyone falsely.

“Do not desire another man's house; do not desire his wife, his slaves, his cattle, his donkeys, or anything else that he owns.”

The People's Fear
When the people heard the thunder and the trumpet blast and saw the lightning and the smoking mountain, they trembled with fear and stood a long way off. They said to Moses, “If you speak to us, we will listen; but we are afraid that if God speaks to us, we will die.”

Moses replied, “Don't be afraid; God has only come to test you and make you keep on obeying him, so that you will not sin.”




Matthew 22:34-40	The Great Commandment

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they came together, and one of them, a teacher of the Law, tried to trap him with a question. “Teacher,” he asked, “which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the most important commandment. The second most important commandment is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself.’ 40 The whole Law of Moses and the teachings of the prophets depend on these two commandments.”



