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Amplified Bible – Ex 20:7
“You shall not use or repeat the name of the Lord your God in vain, that is, lightly or frivolously, in false affirmations or profanely; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.”
WHAT’S IN A NAME?

2 Volunteers…		Think of a name when I say… (respond aloud)
				Friend,		Success,
				Evil,		Happy.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Think of… 	Jezebel, 	Hitler, 		Ciryl Ramaposa,	
David Attenborough, 	Whoever…

One thinks of…	    
What they have done…
	Who they are… (character / personality, etc.)

When parents choose names for Children…
It can be quite a process…
	Who does it remind you of…
What does the name… 	- mean?
					- convey?
					- How does it sound?
	Teachers have a real struggle naming their children…
		(My Son and Daughter-in-law are both teachers…
			Also living in Scotland… 
				(how would the name sound in SA?) 

IN…  Proverbs 22:1 and Ecclesiastes 7:1… (NIV)
 	“A good name is more desirable than riches 
or expensive perfume” 

Robert Atchley, minister and sociologist said…
“Names represent character, and they also 
represent authority” 

A name contains far more than just a person’s IDENTITY…
	It holds all we are, all we have ever done, what we stand for.
Story…     A young soldier was causing problems amongst
his comrades, so he was brought before his commander…
 	Alexander the Great. 
Alexander the Great asked the soldier: 
“Soldier, What is your name?” 
The young soldier replied…	“Alexander.” 
Alexander the Great then said…
“Either change your name or 
      change your conduct.”

God’s Name…	   Represents and Stands for WHO He is and
Everything He has ever done.

I asked Google/AI…    
How many names are there for the Christian God?

RESPONSE…
There is no single exact count, but biblical scholars generally
 identify over 100 specific names, titles, and descriptive terms 
for God in the Bible.

God’s Names…    Represents and Stands for WHO He is and
Everything He has ever done.

The first 2 Commandments remind us…

GOD…     Is the only God – 	Must come First        (commandment 1)
	     Cannot be compared to anything 
Take God as He is     (commandment 2)

Therefore GOD needs to be REVERED…
Worshiped…	Honoured…	Praised.

We cannot do that if we… 	Misuse His name.

Commandment number 3…
“Do not use the Lord’s Name in vain”
“Do not use the Lord’s name for evil purposes”

God’s name is to be REVERED…
Worshiped…	Honoured…	Praised.

The Jews took this to an extreme and would not… 
even pronounce God’s Name… 	“Yahweh,” 
SO…	they replaced it with 	“Adonai.”
The Psalmist encourages us to Worship the Name of God…

Ps 29:2	-	“Praise the Lord’s glorious Name” (read earlier)
Ps 66:2 -	“Sing to the Glory of His Name.”

This same principle must, of course, apply to the name of Jesus…
	As Jesus is GOD revealed to us in the New Testament.

BUT… you might ask…
		How do we misuse the name of God? 

One interpretation or definition of…	Misuse…
	Is explained as…	- to empty to nothingness

SO… to misuse the Name of God…
Would be to render it ‘Empty’… Make it ‘Worthless’

There are 3 ways… 	We do that
We misuse the Name of God…

 FIRSTLY…	Perjury

Just like in the law courts…	
To swear falsely to something…
	To swear under oath… to tell the truth…
then to lie about the issue…
	That is Perjury.
	Maybe this touches on Commandment ???
		Do not bare false testimony…
			BUT the Principle remains the same…

DO NOT use God’s Name to justify yourself or your actions.

Lev 19:12…	God says…
“Do not make a promise in my name if you 
  do not intend to keep it; that brings disgrace 
  on my name. I am the LORD your God.” 

Jesus takes that a step further when he says….
“Let your YES be YES and your NO be NO”   (Matt 5:37)

Honouring God’s Name means… 	
We will NOT be party to…	Bending the truth
		Or…		Using God’s Name to justify
					Ourselves or our Actions		 
SECONDLY…      Profanity

Rubel Shelly wrote in his book “Written in Stone: Ethics of the heart”
		(a book on the ten commandments)
“To use God’s name to invoke an opposite fate on anyone
          dishonors Him, His actions, and His motives” 

Here we are not only talking about using the Name of God…
	We are equally talking about…  SWEARING / flooking

Most swear words we know or use are… 
generally sexual in nature. 	(I am not going to name them…
				   BUT…    You know them!!)

Our Humanity, Our Sexuality…
is a gift to us from GOD…
	SEX…	is a Gift from God…			
			Greatest expression of Intimacy
Leading to Pro-Creation,	

SO…	When we Swear…	
		We take the Gift that God has given us…
			And we… 	DIRTY    it.
DEFILE    it.
	We…     ‘invoke an opposite fate…
			dishonor God… his actions and motives’

	We take something Good and Beautiful…
		And we make it Bad and Ugly.

Colonel Sanders, founder of KFC, is reported to have said…
 	“Becoming a Christian cost me half of my vocabulary.”

		Do Our WORDS… 	Honour God’s Name?

THIRDLY…	Pretense and Presumption
To use God’s name in order to appear to be… 
something one is not.

I think we are soo desensitized to this that we… 
DO NOT even NOTICE it any more…


People (maybe us ??) use God’s name all the time…
		In conversation…
		We hear it and see it… in the movies, on TV
			BUT… it means nothing
People credit certain things to God…
				BUT… it means nothing
					IT HOLDS NOTHING.

The CHALLENGE is for us to…

REVERE 	and 	HONOUR  	God and His name 
WORSHIP 	and 	PRAISE 	God and His name
	
	with our WORDS and with our ACTIONS.

			That is the 3rd COMMANDMENT.

If JESUS is LORD…	Know HIS Name…
		Do not use God’s name for evil purposes.
 
























Philippians 2:5-11

The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had:

He always had the nature of God,
    but he did not think that by force he should try to remain equal with God.
Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had,
    and took the nature of a servant.
He became like a human being
    and appeared in human likeness.
He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death—
    his death on the cross.
For this reason God raised him to the highest place above
    and gave him the name that is greater than any other name.
And so, in honor of the name of Jesus
    all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below will fall on their
    knees, and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.


Exodus 20:7  	(Amplified Bible) 
“You shall not use or repeat the name of the Lord your God in vain, that is, lightly or frivolously, in false affirmations or profanely; for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who takes His name in vain.”














Psalm 29:1-9	The Voice of the Lord in the Storm

Praise the Lord, you heavenly beings;
    praise his glory and power.
Praise the Lord's glorious name;
    bow down before the Holy One when he appears.

The voice of the Lord is heard on the seas;
    the glorious God thunders,
    and his voice echoes over the ocean.
The voice of the Lord is heard
    in all its might and majesty.

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars,
    even the cedars of Lebanon.
He makes the mountains of Lebanon jump like calves
    and makes Mount Hermon leap like a young bull.

The voice of the Lord makes the lightning flash.
His voice makes the desert shake;
    he shakes the desert of Kadesh.
The Lord's voice shakes the oaks
    and strips the leaves from the trees
    while everyone in his Temple shouts, “Glory to God!”

