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Some things we DADs have taught our children:

“Don’t ask me, ask your mother.”
“Close the door… were you raised in a barn?”
“Don’t worry… it’s only blood.”
“A little dirt never hurt anyone… just wipe it off.”
“Keep your eye on the ball.”
“This will hurt me a lot more than it will hurt you.”
“Do I look like I am made of money?”
“We’re not lost!”
“As long as you live under my roof, 
you’ll live by my rules.”
“I’ll tell you why; because I said so, that’s why.”
“What part of “no” don’t you understand?”
“Keep it up and I will give you something to cry about.”

Things MOM taught us:

“I brought you into this world and I can take you out.”
"If you fall off that swing and break your neck, 
		Do not come crying to me."
"If everyone else jumped off a bridge… 
would you do it too?"
"If you don’t eat your vegetables, you’ll never grow up.”
"If you don’t pass your exam,
 you’ll never get a good job!"
"When you get to be my age, you will understand," or, 
"I will explain it all when you get older."
"Just wait until your father gets home."
"One day you will have kids, and I hope they turn out just
           	like you. Then you’ll see what it’s like! 
I can’t wait!”

	‘THE LOOK’

Today we look at the fifth commandment… 
in our series on the 10 Commandments.

It is a pivotal commandment as it stands between… 
the commandments related to our relationship with God
 				(commandments 1-4)…
1) There is only one God…	Put God First
2) Do not worship Idols… 	Take God as He is
3) Do not take the Lord’s name in vain…
The Name of God is to be
         Revered / Honoured
4) Observe the Sabbath…	Rest in the Lord

And NOW our relationships with Others… 
Beginning with Family…

The 5th commandment states…		
"Respect your father and your mother, so that you may
    live a long time in the land that I am giving you.” 

As one writer puts it…	‘Family Integrity’
My translation…	‘Make Family a Priority’

Curtis Jones a recent American politician (2008-2020) said, 
“There is a crisis in America as crucial as civil rights,
 	As dangerous as bureaucracy, 
As insidious as communism, 
As unpredictable as politics, 
As uncontrollable as inflation. 
It is the erosion of the home.”

Barbara Bush, wife to the once President of the USA…
Is reported to have once said…
“Success does not depend on what happens at the
    White House, but what happens at your house.”

You might remember the saying…
As the home goes, so goes the nation.

Family is the Strong hold of Society…
It is where children learn and establish… 
Their… 	Beliefs 	    	and 	Values
		What is…	Right 		and 	Wrong
	
And years later…	Those Beliefs and Values…
Get lived out in Society

And so rule of LIFE comes to us…
	“Honour and Respect our Parents”


However… In South Africa today (2024)

There are about 21 000 000 children, 
under the age of 18 years old,

About 20% of those (4 200 000)… 	
live in households where… 
neither biological mother nor biological father is present. 

About 43% of those (+/- 9 000 000)…
live with their mothers only…
	
And only 33% of children live with both biological parents

There are many reasons for those statistics (rightly or wrongly)

So…	Because of our context - when talking about Parents… 
we need to include Primary Care Givers

God has assigned our parents to us… 
(or we are given Primary Care Givers)

They are ours… 	just as… 	we are theirs. 
	We have very little or no control over that.

AND…	   We recognise that NOT ALL Parents are perfect…
		And NOT ALL Children are easy.

BUT…	   Whatever the context or circumstance…
The Commandment calls us to…
		“Honour and Respect our Parents”
			“Care Givers”	   (the 5th Commandment)

The word “HONOUR” means to… 
show respect, 	to reverence, 	even to hold in awe.

In other words…	
we are NOT to… take our parents, 
their authority 
or our care for them…	LIGHTLY

SO…	NO matter what our age…
We are to treat our parents with high esteem.
We are to treat them with the greatest care.


This commandment is binding upon us, 
because Jesus followed it. 
He was obedient to His parents will. 

Remember…
At Cana…	Jesus said lovingly to His mother…
“my time has not yet come,” 
can’t you see her giving Him… 	“the look” 
and before long…,
 not only was there wine, but it was the best wine.

And then at Calvary on the cross…
	Jesus’ thoughts were not just on us   OR   on himself, 
BUT… 		on the needs of His mother. 
As he placed her in the care of the disciple He loved.
The 5th commandment binds us because it summons us to… 
honor, respect, care for and support our parents (Care Givers)

In…Eph 6:1-4…
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
"Honor your father and mother"--which is the first
 	commandment with a promise--
"that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life 
on the earth."
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”

It is God’s command that children must honour their parents…
BUT it is just as important for…
Parents to live a life worthy of honour / respect

There is an old fairy tale…

That tells of an old man who lived with his son, 
the son’s wife, and the young couple’s four-year-old boy.  
The old man’s eyes blinked, and his hands shook. 
When he ate, the silverware rattled against the plate, 
and he often missed his mouth. 
Then the food would dribble onto the tablecloth. 

This upset the young mother, because she didn’t want to have to deal 
with the extra mess and hassle of taking care of the old man. 
But he had nowhere else to live. 


So the young parents decided to move him away from the table, 
And placed him in a corner, 
where he could sit on a stool and eat from a bowl. 

And so he did, always looking at the table and wanting to be with his family but having to sit alone in the corner. 

One day his hands trembled more than usual…
he dropped his bowl and, and broke it. 
OUT OF DEEP FRUSTRATION… 	they said, 
“you must eat out of a trough.” 
So they made the old man a wooden trough and put his meals in it.

Not long after, the couple came upon their four-year-old son 
playing with some scraps of wood. 
His father asked him what he was doing. 
The little boy looked up, smiled, and said, 
“I’m making a trough, to feed You and Mom from…
when I get big.” 

The next day the old man was back at the table eating with the family, 
from a plate, and no one ever scolded him or mistreated him again.

Remember… 	Of all the people who watch you…
Your children watch you the most.
Of all the people you influence…
	You influence your children the most

MAKE YOUR FAMILY A PRIORITY.

Here are some indicators that Family is NOT a Priority…
 WHEN…	We Feel like a stranger in our own home.
		We Feel out of the loop… 
as to what is happening in our family
		Our leave days due to us…
			Are more than our annual allotment.
		We Use the following phrases too often…
			‘I am too busy’
			‘Not now, let’s do it later’
				(and later never comes)





The 5th Commandment stresses the necessity of us…
	Honouring and Respecting our Parents…
		AND ALSO…  the necessity of…
	Parents living a life worthy of Honour and Respect  

And Do NOT forget the promise…

Ex 20:12…	"Respect your father and your mother, 
so that you may live a long time 
in the land that I am giving you.” 


MAKE FAMILY A PRIORITY.









Exodus 20:12
“Respect your father and your mother, so that you may live a long 
time in the land that I am giving you.”


Ephesians 6:1-4

Children and Parents
Children, it is your Christian duty to obey your parents, for this is the right thing to do. “Respect your father and mother” is the first commandment that has a promise added: “so that all may go well with you, and you may live a long time in the land.”

Parents, do not treat your children in such a way as to make them angry. Instead, raise them with Christian discipline and instruction.


