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EIGHTH COMMANDMENT…    “Do not steal.” (Ex. 20:15).

A Sunday school teacher was teaching her class…
10 Commandments… so she said…
“If I were to get into a man’s pocket and take his 
    wallet with all his money, what would I be?" 
Little Johnny raises his hand, and with a confident smile,
he blurts out, 	"You’d be his wife!"

The Story of a burglar who broke into a house 
and began to steal all of the valuables. 
At that moment he heard a voice that said,  “Jesus is watching you.” 
	He was so scared he froze for a second. 
He regained his composure and started stealing again, 
when the voice came louder, 	“Jesus is watching you.” 
Again he Froze…	
then regained his composure and continued stealing…
	This time watching intently…
When he heard the voice again he recognised a shape in the corner…
	A parrots cage covered with a sheet.
He removed the cover and asked the Parrot…
	“What is your name?”
The parrot replied…	“Moses.”

The thief then said… 
“What kind of person would name a parrot Moses?”

To which the parrot replied…
“The same kind of person that named a Rottweiler Jesus” 


We all need stuff…      	We all have stuff…   We all want stuff…

This commandment says…	God is Concerned about…

       	“HOW WE GET STUFF”

More Traditionally the 8th commandment says…
“Do not steal” 



As we are commanded… NOT to Steal…

This would infer… 
God’s approval of property ownership. 
       		You cannot steal property from a person… 
if they do not own it. 

In the New Testament there are 36 Parables recorded…
	17 of those Parables speak of property and ownership.
 
The parable of the ‘Good Samaritan’ can be outlined by… 
the Attitudes it demonstrates toward property and riches. 

The story begins in Luke 10:30…

Jesus answered, 
“There was once a man who was going down from
 Jerusalem to Jericho when robbers attacked him, 
stripped him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead.”

The robbers’ Attitude was, “What’s yours is mine: I’ll take it.”

That’s the Attitude of… 
The businessperson who pads an expense account. 
Those who cheat on their tax returns, 
Those who purchase goods on credit with no…
Intention or possibility of paying for it. 
Someone cheating on a test… 
“I will take the grade I don’t deserve.”

It’s a pervasive Attitude…	and it is all about…
	Taking / Stealing that which is NOT ours 

A wife complained to her husband one evening, 
“The housekeeper has stolen two of our 
brand new towels.” 
He replied, 	“Well, some people are just like that. 
Which ones did she take?” 
The wife said, 	“The ones we took from the hotel last week.”





The second Attitude from the parable of the Good Samaritan…

	The Attitude of the Priest and the Levite…  (vs 31-32)

 “It so happened that a priest was going down that road; but when he saw the man, he walked on by on the other side.  In the same way a Levite also came there, went over and looked at the man, and then walked on by on the other side. 

These men illustrate the ATTITUDE, 
“What’s mine is mine, and I’ll keep it.” 

You can STEAL by doing nothing… 
The person who can work, but chooses to… 
live off someone else…	is a Thief. 
The person who… 	procrastinates at work,
			does something other than work at work,
			and… still gets paid for a days wages…						Steals.
It is robbery to deprive another person of opportunity. 

Isaiah pronounced… 
“Woe on those who stole the dignity of others.”

Isa 10:1-2
“You are doomed! You make unjust laws that oppress my people. 
That is how you keep the poor from having their rights and from getting justice. That is how you take the property that belongs to widows and orphans.”

When we allow… 
Corruption and Injustice…	We rob the poor.
 	Unfair laws and favoritism… 	
We steal from those affected
And this carries with it the ATTITUDE of…
“I am OK…. I do not care about you.” 








A third Attitude portrayed in Jesus’ parable…	
Exemplified in The Good Samaritan… 
the Attitude Jesus approves  (vs 33-35)

“But a Samaritan who was traveling that way came upon the man, and when he saw him, his heart was filled with pity. He went over to him, poured oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them; then he put the man on his own animal and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Take care of him,’ he told the innkeeper, ‘and when I come back this way, I will pay you whatever else you spend on him.’”

The ATTITUDE…	“What’s mine is yours; let’s share it.” 

This should be the IDEAL we all aim for…
This should be Our Attitude toward… 
Money,   Property    and    Possessions. 

Someone said, 	“Money isn’t everything, but it’s way ahead 
of whatever is in second place.” 
Another said, 	“Money won’t buy happiness, but it will sure 
keep you in touch with your kids.”

We need to remember that… 
Today’s use of   Wealth,  Property  and   Possessions… 
will have consequences tomorrow. 

Story of a great industrialist was very generous with his church. 
He lost his business and all his wealth in the depression, 
and became a custodian in the very church 
where he had once given large amounts of money. 
It was all he had left. 
He expressed the ideal of Christian stewardship… 
when he said with pride, 
“What I spent I had; what I saved I lost; 
what I gave I have.” 

The Proper Attitude is really…
		“What’s mine is yours; let’s share it.” 



We all need stuff…      	We all have stuff… 	We all want stuff…

AND…		God is Concerned about…
       			“HOW WE GET STUFF”

But God is equally concerned with…
			How we use the Stuff we get.

The eighth commandment is succinct and straightforward: 
“Do not steal.”    (Ex 20:15) 

Stealing begins in our ATTITUDES… 

We should live close to God so that we can… 
remain honest when we are tempted to be dishonest. 

Psalm 24:1	“The world and all that is in it…
 	belong to the LORD; 
 the earth and all who live on it are His.” 

All the stuff you own is from God. 
Everything you are and have is His. 
He has given you a management responsibility. 
You are a steward and a caretaker of God’s gifts.

We all need stuff…      	We all have stuff… 	We all want stuff…

NOT only is God is Concerned about…

       	“HOW WE GET STUFF”

BUT…	He is Equally concerned about…

		How we use the stuff we get.





Exodus 20:15…	 “Do not steal.”


Luke 10:30-35

Jesus answered, “There was once a man who was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when robbers attacked him, stripped him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead. It so happened that a priest was going down that road; but when he saw the man, he walked on by on the other side. In the same way a Levite also came there, went over and looked at the man, and then walked on by on the other side. But a Samaritan who was traveling that way came upon the man, and when he saw him, his heart was filled with pity. He went over to him, poured oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them; then he put the man on his own animal and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Take care of him,’ he told the innkeeper, ‘and when I come back this way, I will pay you whatever else you spend on him.’”



