	Luke 5:1-11 

	Full Nets, Empty Life


	Pinelands – 9am 01/11/2026




Comment on the Gospel Passage…

The TRUTH is…

      A PERSON CAN HAVE FULL NETS…
BUT…    STILL HAVE AN EMPTY LIFE.

After the fish have been sold,	and the money put in the bank,
 
    You may still feel… 	an emptiness deeper than empty nets
A yearning more poignant than…
 			the desire for economic security.
A lostness or lack of direction you cannot explain.

Andre Thornton… 	Nicknamed “Thunder”
    A former Major League Baseball Player and Devout Christian
Predicted (in the late 80’a)  that there may be a very real 
religious awakening among athletes as a result of the 
exorbitant salaries so many of them are now receiving. 

He says, 	“when they find themselves suddenly so financially 
Secure, they will realize how little their wealth really means, and will thus be driven to look for deeper values.”

Today I want to share with you the about those…  DEEPER Values

The INGREDIENTS of…    A FULL LIFE
 		What we might call…	Gospel Spirituality

Disclaimer…	Most of you KNOW this (in some sense it is very basic)
			Good Reminder…

	BUT…	I challenge you to Look for the TWIST

The INGREDIENTS of a FULL LIFE…

Ingredient 1: Centre in on Jesus Christ
	This passage…the Gospels…All about… 
God revealing himself to us…through JESUS

     Colossians 1:15 – “Jesus is the image of the Invisible God”
     John 1:1-14 – “Through Christ all things were created.”
JESUS is the very center of everything…of all reality
	That is why it is called – CHRIST-ianity…
		Lifestyle revolves around Christ (Jesus)

This may sound SIMPLISTIC…    even…    NAIVE
		BUT… it holds so much TRUTH

JESUS is the answer to everything…
    	        economics, politics, conflict, relationships, etc.
JESUS is the way…If we do it His way…
	     	Forgiveness, reconciliation, repentance, 
healing, wholeness, restitution
	If we DO NOT do it His way…
			War, Violence, Sorrow, Power Struggle

Jesus is the Centre…
	So Jesus says… “Follow Me”…
			“and the disciples followed Jesus” (vs11)

The call is for us to FOLLOW HIM…	On His terms… (NOT ours)
	Ensuring…	Jesus is the Centre…
				What holds us together
				What keeps all of life…	CONNECTED

	Like the HUB of a spoked bicycle Wheel…
		Every Spoke keeps the wheel… 	aligned / balanced
						Running true

The CENTRE of a LIFE with full nets…     Is JESUS

Ingredient 2: This LIFE with JESUS is…   ROOTED IN COMMUNITY

When Jesus calls…it is always into community
	Luke	5:1-11 : 	Calls First Disciples
	Luke	5:27-32 :	Calls Levi
	Luke	18:18 ff :	Calls rich young ruler
	Luke	19: 1-10	Calls Zacchaeus
		Parables, Teachings, Gospels…Jesus Calls us.
	Jesus Calls us all…into community…
		His family are there…
			Some are…	Black, white, pink, brown
		 			ANC, DP, PAC.
					Democrats and others Republican
					Stormers / Sharks Supporters
We cannot say to Jesus…
	            We want you BUT not your Family (non-negotiable)
	Gospel Spirituality (a full life)=
· Life together (in community)
· Part of a bigger family
· we meet together, worship together, 
· share together, support together,
· care together
There is no Private Christianity (NOT the Jesus way)
     
We need to allow Jesus to convert our…
Ego-centric life-styles
Habits of Individualism

Here comes the…	TWIST 	you were all waiting for
			TWIST 	we often do not get right

Ingredient 3: Gospel Spirituality transforms us and Grows us

In all of us there is… 	The need for Transformation
Place for Growth / Change
In all of us there is a certain amount of…
· Self-Centeredness, Selfishness, Pride
· Arrogance, Greed, Deceit,   
- THAT Through Christ…   MUST change.

That is Not going to happen…
                             BY JUST…	Coming to Church
ONLY going to happen…
   IF we Follow Jesus
                                 put your life into the Practice of Christ’s life

As we follow…   We are Transformed / changed…
			Through GRACE,	IN CHRIST

Thomas Merton… (Catholic Priest, monk and mystic)
Put it so well when he wrote…
     	“It is a spiritual disaster for a person to rest content with their
 	 exterior identity: since we were made in the image and likeness 
 of God, there is no other way to find out who we are than by
 finding in ourselves, the divine image.”


Are WE… 	being TRANSFORMED?	Shaped by Jesus
Are YOU… 	being TRANSFORMED?	Shaped by Jesus

Look at your life from a year ago to now…
	Today are you…   More FORGIVING…    than you were then?
			    More GRACIOUS…     than you were then?
			    More PATIENT…         than you were then?
			    More GENTLE…	    than you were then?
			    More LOVING…	    than you were then?

IF NOT…	Are you being Transformed by JESUS?
		Are you growing in your FAITH?

Look at your life from a year ago to now…
	Today are you…   Less ANGRY…    	    than you were then?
			    Less VOLATILE…	    than you were then?
			    Less AGGRESSIVE…  than you were then?
			    Less SELFISH…	    than you were then?
			    Less ARROGANT…     than you were then?

	IF NOT…	Then you are   NOT   FOLLOWING JESUS

If we claim to be… 	CHRISTIANS,		CHRIST FOLLOWERS,
			DISCIPLES, 

WE HAVE TO BE… 	GROWING  /  TRANFORMING

	IF NOT…	We are NOT TRUE…	Christians
						Followers of Jesus


Ingredients for Gospel Spirituality / a full life / Christianity are:
1) Our centre is Christ
2) Our Life is Rooted in community
3) Our Lives need to transform by JESUS

So the invitation is there…
	Christ says… “Follow Me.”
		We do the FOLLOWING…
God does the TRANSFORMING 






Luke 5:1-11
 
Jesus Calls the First Disciples
One day Jesus was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret while the people pushed their way up to him to listen to the word of God. He saw two boats pulled up on the beach; the fishermen had left them and were washing the nets. Jesus got into one of the boats - it belonged to Simon - and asked him to push off a little from the shore. Jesus sat in the boat and taught the crowd.

When he finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Push the boat out further to the deep water, and you and your partners let down your nets for a catch.”

“Master,” Simon answered, “we worked hard all night long and caught nothing. But if you say so, I will let down the nets.” They let them down and caught such a large number of fish that the nets were about to break. So they motioned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. They came and filled both boats so full of fish that the boats were about to sink. When Simon Peter saw what had happened, he fell on his knees before Jesus and said, “Go away from me, Lord! I am a sinful man!”

He and the others with him were all amazed at the large number of fish they had caught. The same was true of Simon's partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. Jesus said to Simon, “Don't be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”

They pulled the boats up on the beach, left everything, and followed Jesus.


