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ANYTHING THAT IS NOT TRUE…	IS A LIE

A story is told about a man who received a call from his wife, 
just as she was about to fly home from Europe. 
She asked…	“How’s my cat?” 	
“Dead,” 	came her husband’s response.
Angrily his wife replied,     
“Why didn’t you break the news to me slowly? 
  You could have told me he was on the roof. Then, 
  when I called from Paris, you could have told me 
  he was acting sluggish. Then when I called from London, 
  you could have said he was sick, and when I called from
  Johannesburg, you could have said he was at the vet. 
  When I arrived home, you could tell me he was dead.” 

The husband was apologetic, and promised to do better next time. 
Then she asked him, “By the way, how is Mom doing?” 
There was a long silence, and then he said, “Uh, she’s on the roof.”

OFTEN…	we do not tell the truth.

Recognise these Statements and Questions…

	ALL Taxi drivers are reckless	   really – Generalisation

	How are you?		Fine…	   really
			(too personal, do not want to get into it)

	For the thousandth time !!	   really… over exaggeration
	
OFTEN…	we do not tell the truth.

A company ran a “Help Wanted” ad for electricians with experience 
	On a specific electrical system and components.
They received 170 applications affirming their experience on the system.

	However, there was NO such Electrical System or components

The advert was run to find out how many applicants… 
would falsify their resumes.

CNN reporter and fact checker Daniel Dale: “Trump is truly a rare political liar.”
It has been well documented that Donald Trump, in his first 
term of office as President of the USA…
	LIED, over 30500 times… (did not tell the truth)
				On average that is 21 LIES a day.

WE LIVE…		Under the ASSUMPTION of TRUTH
OUR WORLD…	Operates under the ASSUMPTION of TRUTH

We Assume and Expect…   people to tell the TRUTH 

	We get an invoice for work done – We trust it
	Check out tills at Pick ‘n Pay – We trust they are accurate
	The news we read or hear – we believe it… trust it is true
	Our Conversations with others – we assume are all true

Our Legal System operates under that assumption…

	The prescribed oath when giving evidence in court…
		"I swear that the evidence that I shall give, 
shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help me God"

The same ASSUMPTIONS were made in Biblical times…

BUT…	they clearly still had a problem of    UNTRUTH / LIES

SO… GOD gives the nineth Commandment… (Exodus 20:16)
	“Do not accuse anyone falsely”  	(GNB)
	“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour”
						(NIV)
	“You must not lie.”	(Living Bible)

HUMANITY has a propensity to LIE

	WHY?		For Many Reasons.  
(Which in themselves are all actually lies)

Reason 1	“It is easier to lie.” 	NOT TRUE

Lying might be easier in the moment, 
BUT… a life built on lies is like a house of cards, 
needing constant attention. 
Always in danger of collapsing

If you don’t lie, you won’t have to work so hard to keep your story straight.
Reason 2	“Lying is the loving way to handle 
       awkward situations.”	NOT TRUE

Lying is the coward’s way of handling relationships. 
If you really care about someone, you will make the effort 
to tell the truth in a loving and helpful way.
	This is not easy and is always a work in progress.

Reason 3	“Lying is a good way to avoid 
        negative consequences”	NOT TRUE

Remember it all comes out eventually.
Even if the lie remains hidden, there is the continuing fear 
of the lie being exposed.
This leads to unresolved guilt, and defensive maneuvers and deception…
All needed to support the lie.

Reason 4	“Lying is no big deal. 
 People do it all the time.” 	PARTLY TRUE

Most people do lie… 	BUT that is NO justification for us to do it.
	Lying is a BIG Deal.

Jesus said 2 things…
       Matthew 7:13…
	“Go in through the narrow gate, because the gate to hell is 
  wide and the road that leads to it is easy, and there are 
  many who travel it.”
       Matthew 5:37…
	“Let your ‘Yes be yes and your No be no”

GOD STANDS FOR TRUTH. 

Ephesians 5:8-11 says it this way, 
“You yourselves used to be in the darkness, but since you 
have become the Lord's people, you are in the light. So,
you must live like people who belong to the light, for it is 
the light that brings a rich harvest of every kind of goodness,
righteousness, and truth. Try to learn what pleases the Lord. 
Have nothing to do with the worthless things that people do, 
things that belong to the darkness. Instead, bring them out 
to the light.

This Commandment is not JUST a CALL to…
				TELL 	the 	TRUTH…
	BUT A CALL to…	LIVE 	the 	TRUTH

The Journey towards   LIVING the TRUTH,   is a Spiritual Journey.

We often think that TRUTH is…
· A puzzle we must solve with our brains
· A list of Correct Answers – not lies
· Statement of beliefs or understandings
· Set of Data Points to refer back to

BUT…	Truth is not just something you KNOW…
	IT IS… 	Something You Become
			A Reality You Step Into

AND…	   It is Reflected in NOT LYING… but TELLING the TRUTH

Jesus said in John 14…	“I am the Way, the TRUTH and the Life”

This Journey towards TRUTH takes… 
Courage, 	Faith and 	a Commitment to Follow Jesus 

Every time you choose… 
Honesty over a Convenient lie…
your spirit grows stronger.
		Jesus, the Truth, over the World…
your spirit grows stronger.
		To OBEY Christ’s teachings, the Truth,…
				Your Discipleship deepens
		TRUTH… God’s TRUTH…
Bitterness turns into forgiveness.
Fear turns into peace.
Judgment turns into grace.

As Jesus said in John 8:32…
	You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."

May we NOT ONLY…	   TELL the TRUTH by NOT LYING

BUT…   May we…	   LIVE the TRUTH by FOLLOWING JESUS



Exodus 20:16	“Do not accuse anyone falsely.”

John 8:31-47
The Truth Will Set You Free
So Jesus said to those who believed in him, “If you obey my teaching, you are really my disciples; you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

“We are the descendants of Abraham,” they answered, “and we have never been anybody's slaves. What do you mean, then, by saying, ‘You will be free’?”

Jesus said to them, “I am telling you the truth: everyone who sins is a slave of sin. A slave does not belong to a family permanently, but a son belongs there forever. If the Son sets you free, then you will be really free. I know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are trying to kill me, because you will not accept my teaching. I talk about what my Father has shown me, but you do what your father has told you.”

They answered him, “Our father is Abraham.”

“If you really were Abraham's children,” Jesus replied, “you would do the same things that he did. All I have ever done is to tell you the truth I heard from God, yet you are trying to kill me. Abraham did nothing like this!  You are doing what your father did.”

“God himself is the only Father we have,” they answered, “and we are his true children.”

Jesus said to them, “If God really were your Father, you would love me, because I came from God and now I am here. I did not come on my own authority, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to listen to my message. You are the children of your father, the Devil, and you want to follow your father's desires. From the very beginning he was a murderer and has never been on the side of truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he is only doing what is natural to him, because he is a liar and the father of all lies. But I tell the truth, and that is why you do not believe me. Which one of you can prove that I am guilty of sin? If I tell the truth, then why do you not believe me? He who comes from God listens to God's words. You, however, are not from God, and that is why you will not listen.”


