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Final Sermon in this Series on the TEN COMMANDMENTS
			Today Commandment Number 10…
Exo 20:17  
"Do not desire another man's house; do not desire his wife, his slaves, his cattle, his donkeys, or anything else that he owns." 

COVETOUSNESS is the mother of all sins…
			IT gives birth to all other SINS.
	
A dictionary definition of “COVETOUSNESS” is… 
“Grasping for More.” 		“Desiring More.”

COVETOUSNESS is an excessive desire… 
for something you don’t have. 

There’s nothing wrong with wanting certain things…
Like… 	something better for your family,
A reliable car,		A good job,
A safe home,		A restful holiday.

BUT COVETOUSNESS…	
IS an excessive desire that compromises US.
IT IS also an envious desire for what someone else has…
 		desiring what they have TO BE yours.

COVETOUSNESS is the mother of all sins…

By that I mean that Covetousness gives birth to… 
all the other commandments. 
All 9 of the previous commandments… 
are rooted in the SIN of Covetousness.

The other commandments deal with actions and behaviour… 
but this one deals with the MIND and ATTITUDE. 
	“Don’t Steal” says keep your hands off. 
“Don’t Covet” says don’t even think about it.

This is the sin of SELFISHNESS. 	We are never content. 

R. Shelly wrote…	(Written in Stone, p190)
“Covetousness is the worship of self, for it 
pledges all of one’s energies to self-gratification”
Shelly goes on to say…
The 10th Commandment makes clear… 
what the other nine have been assuming…

“That sin lies in the heart long before it shows in the hands” 

Story of Abraham Lincoln…

He was walking down the street one day with his two young sons, 
both of whom were crying. 

A passerby asked… 	“What’s the matter with your boys?” 
Lincoln replied…	“Exactly what is wrong with the whole 
			  world, I have three walnuts, and each 
  boy wants two.”

Dr. Lee Roberson calls this, 
“An ancient sin dogging the steps of modern man.”

Let us turn to Scripture…    and LOOK at a…
Biblical example of COVETOUSNESS… 

1 King 21:1-16…

Near King Ahab's palace in Jezreel there was a vineyard owned by
a man named Naboth. 
One day Ahab said to Naboth, "Let me have your vineyard; it is close to my palace, and I want to use the land for a vegetable garden. I will give you a better vineyard for it or, if you prefer, I will pay you a fair price." 

Here it is…	“I want what you have”         (Covets Commandment 10)

1Ki 21:3  "I inherited this vineyard from my ancestors," Naboth replied. "The LORD forbid that I should let you have it!" 
Ahab went home, depressed and angry over what Naboth had said to him. He lay down on his bed, facing the wall, and would not eat.

Ahab wants the vineyard soo badly… he gets depressed… (SULKS)
	He got it into his mind…	“I want that vineyard”
		The Vineyard now becomes his IDOL  (Commandment - 2)

1Ki 21:5  His wife Jezebel went to him and asked, "Why are you so depressed? Why won't you eat?" 
He answered, "Because of what Naboth said to me. I offered to buy his vineyard or, if he preferred, to give him another one for it, but he told me that I couldn't have it!" 
"Well, are you the king or aren't you?" Jezebel replied. "Get out of bed, cheer up, and eat. I will get you Naboth's vineyard!" 

SO…	The plotting begins

1Ki 21:8  Then she wrote some letters, signed Ahab's name to them, sealed them with his seal, and sent them to the officials and leading citizens of Jezreel. 

Jezebel fraudulently signs the king name…
			She lies 	(Commandment No: 9)

1Ki 21:9  The letters said: "Proclaim a day of fasting, call the people together, and give Naboth the place of honor. 
Get a couple of scoundrels to accuse him to his face of cursing God and the king. Then take him out of the city and stone him to death." 

Scoundrels bare false testimony  (Commandment No: 9)
Then they want to Stone Ahab to death (Commandment No: 6) 

1Ki 21:11  The officials and leading citizens of Jezreel did what Jezebel had commanded. 
They proclaimed a day of fasting, called the people together, and gave Naboth the place of honor. 
The two scoundrels publicly accused him of cursing God and the king, and so he was taken outside the city and stoned to death. 

They Murder Naboth (Commandment No: 6)

1Ki 21:14  The message was sent to Jezebel: "Naboth has been 
put to death." 
As soon as Jezebel received the message, she said to Ahab, "Naboth is dead. Now go and take possession of the vineyard which he refused to sell to you." 
At once Ahab went to the vineyard to take possession of it. 

So Ahab Steals the Vineyard (Commandment No: 8)
NOTE: 1 King 21:20…
	“Elijah answered Ahab…  "You have devoted yourself
 	completely to doing what is wrong in the LORD's sight.”

Verse 26…	“Ahab worshiped Idols”	(Commandment 2)

It all began in Ahab’s MIND…	Then Turned into ACTION 

Remember King David (2 Sam. 11:1ff.)
	David COVETED Bethsheba…	   (In His MIND)
		Then he Committed Adultery…
		Then he Committed Murder…

It began in David’s MIND…	Then Turned into ACTION

HOW DO WE OVERCOME…     COVETOUSNESS?
	
	HOW DO WE…   Prevent what is in our MINDS…
				      TURNING INTO ACTION?		
3 THINGS we must LEARN…

1) We must learn to set our hearts on the right things…

Colossians 3:1-2…
“You have been raised to life with Christ, so set your hearts on the things that are in heaven, where Christ sits on his throne at the right side of God. Keep your minds fixed on things there, not on things here on earth.” 

Remember what Jesus said…	Matt 6:19-21…
“Our hearts will be with the things that we treasure” 

Ahab’s heart was set on what was NOT his…	Naboth’s Vineyard
	
IF…	Our HEARTS are RIGHT…	Our LIVES will be RIGHT. 

IF…	Our HEARTS are SET on the Wrong Things…
		We will COVET… Those things that are not ours…
			AND…	  That will lead to Action.



2) We must learn the difference between…  (cf.  Matt 6:25-34)
Wants 		and 	Needs 		
Temporary 	and 	Eternal 

1 Timothy 6:6-10…
“Well, religion does make us very rich, if we are satisfied with 
       what we have. 
What did we bring into the world? Nothing! What can we take out of the world? Nothing! 
So then, if we have food and clothes, that should be enough for us. 
But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and are caught in the trap of many foolish and harmful desires, which pull them down to ruin and destruction. 
For the love of money is a source of all kinds of evil. Some have been so eager to have it that they have wandered away from the faith and have broken their hearts with many sorrows. 

	TO…   Understand our NEEDS in light of the ETERNAL
			Will give us a CONTENTMENT that will
				BE reflected in the Lived Life.

3) We must learn that TRUE life is not found in…
MONEY or the abundance of possessions 

Our money has the potential to monopolizes us… 
Until our possessions possess us. 

King Solomon knew this lesson well. 
By the time he wrote Ecclesiastes he was pessimistic about… 
wine, 	women,    money, 	and 	power. 

He said…	(Ecc 5:10-11)…
“If you love money, you will never be satisfied; if you long to be rich, you will never get all you want. It is useless. 
The richer you are, the more mouths you have to feed. All you gain is the knowledge that you are rich.” 

Jesus also said…  	(Luke 12:15)…
Jesus said… "Watch out and guard yourselves from every 
kind of greed; because your true life is not made up of the things 
you own, no matter how rich you may be." 


David Robinson, retired Basket Ball player…
Has a net worth of $70 million (R850 mil)
He said…	
“What I had should have been plenty … But no matter 
how much I had, it didn’t seem like enough because 
material things can’t satisfy your deepest needs. 
That’s when I started to realize that I needed the Lord.”

	TRUE LIFE is found in CHRIST alone…
			NOT… 	In Other Stuff

4) We need to learn to allow our minds to be TRANSFORMED

If our sin begins in our minds and our thinking…
	We should allow the Holy Spirit to TRANSFORM…
Our MINDS… 

SO… we can catch the THINKING before it turns into ACTION 

PAUL got it right in Romans 12…
	Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, 
but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change 
of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of 
God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect.

4 THINGS TO LEARN…
	Learn…	
1) TO Set your heart on the right things.
2) The difference between… 
Wants 		and 	Needs 		Temporary 	and 	Eternal 
3) That TRUE life is not found in… 
what we DO NOT have.
4) To Let the Spirit Transform our MINDS…
To catch SIN before it starts 

I leave you with this verse… Heb. 13:5…

	“Keep your lives free from the love of money, 
  and be satisfied with what you have. 
  For God has said, "I will never leave you; 
I will never abandon you.” 

Exodus 20:17
“Do not desire another man's house; do not desire his wife, his slaves, his cattle, his donkeys, or anything else that he owns.”

1 Kings 21:1-16	Naboth's Vineyard

Near King Ahab's palace in Jezreel there was a vineyard owned by a man named Naboth. One day Ahab said to Naboth, “Let me have your vineyard; it is close to my palace, and I want to use the land for a vegetable garden. I will give you a better vineyard for it or, if you prefer, I will pay you a fair price.”

“I inherited this vineyard from my ancestors,” Naboth replied. “The Lord forbid that I should let you have it!”

Ahab went home, depressed and angry over what Naboth had said to him. He lay down on his bed, facing the wall, and would not eat. His wife Jezebel went to him and asked, “Why are you so depressed? Why won't you eat?”

He answered, “Because of what Naboth said to me. I offered to buy his vineyard or, if he preferred, to give him another one for it, but he told me that I couldn't have it!”

“Well, are you the king or aren't you?” Jezebel replied. “Get out of bed, cheer up, and eat. I will get you Naboth's vineyard!”

Then she wrote some letters, signed Ahab's name to them, sealed them with his seal, and sent them to the officials and leading citizens of Jezreel. The letters said: “Proclaim a day of fasting, call the people together, and give Naboth the place of honor. Get a couple of scoundrels to accuse him to his face of cursing God and the king. Then take him out of the city and stone him to death.”

The officials and leading citizens of Jezreel did what Jezebel had commanded. They proclaimed a day of fasting, called the people together, and gave Naboth the place of honour. The two scoundrels publicly accused him of cursing God and the king, and so he was taken outside the city and stoned to death. The message was sent to Jezebel: “Naboth has been put to death.”

As soon as Jezebel received the message, she said to Ahab, “Naboth is dead. Now go and take possession of the vineyard which he refused to sell to you.” At once Ahab went to the vineyard to take possession of it.



Romans 12:1-2		Life in God's Service
So then, my friends, because of God's great mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should offer. Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect.







