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Do you remember a song…	Time after Time
Here are some of the words…
	Time after Time, I hear people say to me,
		Why don’t we see miracles like there used to be
I still believe in miracles, God hears us when we pray
Because God was God back then, And God is God today.

Then the Chorus…
God can do it again, And again and again.
He's the same God today, As He always has been.
Yesterday and forever, He's always the same
	There's no reason to doubt, God can do it again
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The bible is full of miracles stories….
This morning let us look at just two…	Read	- Matthew 9:1-7
- John 11:38-44

There are two very important things we need to notice in these miracle stories…

1)	Ordinary People were involved

In Matthew’s story we have… ‘some people brought to him’
	If it were not for those people… 
Would the paralysed have been healed
In John’s story of Lazarus…
	Some people…	- Remove the stone
  			- untie Lazarus
	If it were not for those people…
			Would Lazarus have been raised

Both Gospel writers choose not to identify the people involved…
	These are Ordinary People who were present and involved 

We need to hear this…
      - Each one of us, ORDINARY PEOPLE,
 			plays a vital role in the Kingdom of God
      - Without us…    ORDINARY PEOPLE…
God’s Kingdom would not work or grow!

That is not being arrogant…
		It is just that God / Jesus is committed to 
			Working in this world with us / you
	
ORDINARY PEOPLE… like you and me…
	Make God’s kingdom work.

Either you are participating / working / helping
		OR…	you are not.

BUT… God is DEPENDING On You.

2)	Will you notice the ANONIMITY of those involved.

Matthew’s story        - ‘some people brought the man’
John’s story	          - ‘Jesus ordered, take the stone away.’	
		          - ‘Jesus told them, untie him and let him go.’

	NO names, NO identification, NO description…
		Those who were there / those who were around

It is not about…	What “I” can do / “I” have done /   “ME”
 
It is all about “HIM” – about “GOD / JESUS”

If and when we do anything in the Church / in God’s Kingdom
· it is for God and about God…
· NOT about “ME” and “US”
(look at flowers / gardens / music / Admin, etc)

Look at any of the miracles of Christ:
        - they are all based on - people responding to GOD

ORDINARY PEOPLE…   ANONYMOUS PEOPLE…
DOING GOD’S WORK…
AND…	GOD DOING HIS WORK 
EG: 	- Feeding of 5000
                   	- boy responds with 5 loaves and 2 fish.
           	- Wedding at Cana
                         	- servants respond to Jesus and fill the jars
            	- Jesus calms the storm
                      	- disciples are fearful they respond to Jesus
            	- Woman who touched Jesus' cloak
                         	- her response was just to touch Jesus' cloak
Remember:   Miracles are there to witness for God…NOT… 
to attract people to God.
· Jesus never performed a miracle on demand
· Jesus tried to play down miracles
The miracles bear witness to God

Hebrews 2:4 - 	“At the same time God added his witness to theirs by performing all kinds of miracles and wonders.”

This is the GREATEST MIRACLE…
(Read “Extraordinary Moment”  by Max Lucado)

Jesus wasn’t displaying his power.

It was an ordinary week… packed with kids being dressed by impatient moms and dads hustling off to work… of dishes being washed and floors swept.

Nature gave no clue that this week was different from any of the thousands before it or after. The sun took its habitual route, clouds puffed through the Judean sky, the grass was green, cattails dancing in the wind.

Nature would groan before Sunday. Rocks would tumble and the sky would put on a black robe. You wouldn’t know that by looking at Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday. The week told no secrets.

The people gave no clue either. For most it was a weekend of festivities arriving. Food to be bought, houses cleaned. Faces gave no forecast of the extraordinary – for they knew none.
One would think the disciples would suspect something; they don’t… The only thing they know for sure is that his eyes seem more focused – he seems determined… about what they are not sure.
And most importantly, Jesus gives no clue.

You’d think the heavens would be opened, trumpets sounding, angels summoning all the people of the world to Jerusalem to witness the event. You’d think that God himself would descend to bless his Son.
BUT he doesn’t. He leaves the extraordinary moment draped in the ordinary. A predictable week. A week of tasks, meals, and crying babies.

A week which may be a lot like yours.

For the people of Jerusalem, the edge of history’s most remarkable hour was one of history’s unremarkable weeks. God is in the city and most miss him.

Jesus could have used the spectacular to get their attention – stun them with a loop-a-dee-loop or a double back-flip off the temple. When they demanded “Crucify Him!”… 
Why didn’t he make their noses grow? 
Why is the miraculous part of Christ quiet this week? 
Why doesn’t he do something spectacular?

No angelic shield protected his back from the whip. No holy helmet shieled his brow from a thorny crown. God crawled neck deep into the mire of humanity, plunged into the darkest cave of death, and emerged – alive.

Even when he came out, he didn’t show off. He just walked out. Mary thought he was the gardener.

God calls us in the real world. He doesn’t communicate by performing tricks. God is not a trickster, a genie, a magician, or a good luck charm. He is the creator of the universe, right here in the thick of our day-to-day world speaking to you through cooing babies and hungry bellies.

Don’t miss the impossible by looking for the incredible… 
Listen for him amidst the ordinary.
In the final week those who demanded miracles got none and missed the one. They missed the moment in which a grave for the dead became the throne of a king.







Matthew 9:1-7		Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man
Jesus got into the boat and went back across the lake to his own town, where some people brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a bed. When Jesus saw how much faith they had, he said to the paralyzed man, “Courage, my son! Your sins are forgiven.”
[bookmark: _Hlk101265759]Then some teachers of the Law said to themselves, “This man is speaking blasphemy!”
Jesus perceived what they were thinking, and so he said, “Why are you thinking such evil things? Is it easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? I will prove to you, then, that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, pick up your bed, and go home!”
The man got up and went home.

John 11:38-44		Lazarus Is Brought to Life
Deeply moved once more, Jesus went to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone placed at the entrance. “Take the stone away!” Jesus ordered.
Martha, the dead man's sister, answered, “There will be a bad smell, Lord. He has been buried four days!”
Jesus said to her, “Didn't I tell you that you would see God's glory if you believed?” They took the stone away. Jesus looked up and said, “I thank you, Father, that you listen to me. I know that you always listen to me, but I say this for the sake of the people here, so that they will believe that you sent me.” After he had said this, he called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” He came out, his hands and feet wrapped in grave cloths, and with a cloth around his face. “Untie him,” Jesus told them, “and let him go.”



Copyright
© Don Moen Music (ASCAP) (Administered by Music Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved.
Lyrics

Chorus
God can do it again
And again and again
He's the same God today
As He always has been
Yesterday and forever
He's always the same
There's no reason to doubt
God can do it again

Verse 1
Time after time
I hear you people say to me
Why don't we see miracles
Like there used to be
I still believe in miracles
God hears us when we pray
'Cause God was God back yesterday
And God is God today

Verse 2
You ask God to meet your needs
So why not trust in Him
God has done it all before
He'll do it all again
He's willing much more willing
Than I could ever say
To perform a mighty miracle
In your life today
