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There is TENSION in the air…
	The Pharisees are keeping a close eye on Jesus…
		Watching, Waiting, Noting…	Ready to Challenge
	In the Cornfields and in the Synagogue…
Watching, Waiting, Noting…	Ready to Challenge

AND…	    Challenge they do…	(Normal Questions with Venomous intent)

		Why do your disciples eat on the Sabbath?
				It is not just a Question… It is a SET UP
		Is it against the law to heal on a Sabbath?
				It is not just a Question… It is a TRAP

What does Jesus say?	What does Jesus Do?

There is TENSION in the air!!

This morning I want to share with you some of the 
TENSIONS that are evident in our Matthew reading…
	And relate that to our everyday lives.

TENSION 1	- The TRAP of LEGALISM and the HEART of GOD

There are soo many RULES that govern our lives…

Work Hours…	
When you come and go and when you have to be there	
Vacation Days…
Only so many days a year… and NO more		
Road Rules…	
Speed limits, where you can and cannot park,
		 	Follow the arrows, obey the traffic lights
Social Graces…	
Chew with your mouth closed, Ladies first,
			Do not interrupt, Say thank you		
Membership Rules…
	Abide and Conform… or Leave, This is how we do things
Games Rules…	
Perimeters, touch lines, fouls, penalties, time limits

In our Matthew Passage… (and in the context of the time)
	The Pharisees had become so RULE Bound… 
They missed the Gift of the SABBATH

It is NOT that they did not want… 
the Disciples to Eat	OR…	For the man to be healed

	BUT… there were rules that needed to be kept / abided by…
			That is the way it works
			That is how control is maintained

BUT…
When that is ALL we see…	We miss the Gift of the Sabbath
				We miss the HEART of God

The Pharisees had turned a life-giving sanctuary… 
into a PRISON, and they were the WARDENS.

NOTE…	Jesus does not dodge their question…
			He simply dismantles their Hypocrisy… 

And asks a real-life question… one they cannot deny…

	If your sheep falls into a pit on the Sabbath, don't you pull it out?

The conclusion is clearly implied …
“A person is worth far more than a sheep; 
  so it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

Miracles   Outrank   Rules…	God’s Heart is bigger than our rules

When our systems, structures, traditions, or religious routines… 
make us indifferent to human need and suffering, 
our hearts… 	have drifted far from God. 
		Have hardened
RULES can be GOOD…
	BUT…	   When they over shadow the LOVE of GOD
			They become burdensome and imprison us

RULES cannot manage or control God’s Mercy, Love and Grace.

Mercy, Love and Grace, are never a violation of God’s law…
Mercy, Love and Grace are the very heartbeat of God's law.


TENSION 2	- Our BIG GOD and our Little Minds

We NEVER think big enough of our GOD
	We are often overwhelmed by the Impossible and…
 Dismiss the possibility of a Miracle

Here is a man in the Temple…	carrying a disability
	Just sitting there, Robbed of his dignity and independence
	Quite happy to remain anonymous, be out of the way.
		HE does not… 	Engage with Jesus
				Ask for prayer or to be healed

BUT…	Our BIG GOD – Jesus – notices this unobtrusive soul
		And Commands him to stretch out his hand…
			He does… and the MIRACULOUS HAPPENS
     And his Hand is HEALED

The Miracle Happens,	The impossible takes place…
	AND the people cannot believe it…
		   OUR…	Big God does the Impossible

Scripture says…   “He stretched it out, and it became well again,
 just like the other one”

	The Greek word… (translated) is   “RESTORED”

What in your life needs RESTORING?
	A Relationship…	Family or Friend	    
An Illness…		Physical, Emotional, Mental Health
Circumstance or Situation…
	     Something out of your control

Do you think GOD is BIG ENOUGH…    To RESTORE?

You remember the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den…
       Here is the SHORT VERSION…
	Daniel had a GOD,	
Daniel had a Problem,
			Daniel’s GOD was bigger than his Problem

IS your GOD…   BIG ENOUGH  to  RESTORE…   your ISSUE ?



TENSION 3	- WHAT TO DO?

You would think…
	People witness the man’s hand being healed…
		They Would…	Drop to their knees and Praise God
				Shout – AMEN and HALLELUAH 
				Rejoice and Celebrate

	BUT…	    It appears none of that happens…
				WE DO NOT KNOW what follows

NOTICE the DARK REALITY…

	Verse 14: “Then the Pharisees left and made plans to kill Jesus”

See the TENSION…
	A Man’s hand has been miraculously healed…
		And the Religious Leaders respond with…
			A Murder Plot.

Jesus has… 	Challenged their Faith
		Exposed their Pride
		Revealed their hypocrisy

BUT…	   Mostly…	Jesus has shown that LOVE outranks RULES

WHAT DO WE DO?		That is our TENSION

Do our RULES OVER SHADOW… 
the LOVE, GRACE and MERCY of GOD? 

Does our WORSHIP OVER SHADOW… 
the LOVE, GRACE and MERCY of GOD? 

Does our SERVICE and MISSION OVER SHADOW… 
the LOVE, GRACE and MERCY of GOD? 

Does our EVERYDAY LIVING OVER SHADOW… 
the LOVE, GRACE and MERCY of GOD? 

WHAT DO WE DO?		That is our TENSION

Do we think BIG ENOUGH of our GOD?
			OR do we fail to IMAGINE what could be		


CLOSING PRAYER…

Lord Jesus, you are the Lord of mercy and restoration. 
Where our hearts have grown cold or legalistic, soften them. 
Where our lives are shriveled or stuck, stretch out Your healing
 		hand and make us whole. 
Where our everyday living has over shadowed your Love,
	Grace, and Mercy show us what we need to do.
Amen.








Micah 6:6-8
 
What the Lord Requires
What shall I bring to the Lord, the God of heaven, when I come to worship him? Shall I bring the best calves to burn as offerings to him? Will the Lord be pleased if I bring him thousands of sheep or endless streams of olive oil? Shall I offer him my first-born child to pay for my sins? No, the Lord has told us what is good. What he requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love, and to live in humble fellowship with our God.


Matthew 12:1-14
 
The Question about the Sabbath
Not long afterward Jesus was walking through some wheat fields on a Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, so they began to pick heads of wheat and eat the grain. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to Jesus, “Look, it is against our Law for your disciples to do this on the Sabbath!”

Jesus answered, “Have you never read what David did that time when he and his men were hungry? He went into the house of God, and he and his men ate the bread offered to God, even though it was against the Law for them to eat it—only the priests were allowed to eat that bread. Or have you not read in the Law of Moses that every Sabbath the priests in the Temple actually break the Sabbath law, yet they are not guilty? I tell you that there is something here greater than the Temple. The scripture says, ‘It is kindness that I want, not animal sacrifices.’ If you really knew what this means, you would not condemn people who are not guilty; for the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

The Man with a Paralyzed Hand
Jesus left that place and went to a synagogue, where there was a man who had a paralyzed hand. Some people were there who wanted to accuse Jesus of doing wrong, so they asked him, “Is it against our Law to heal on the Sabbath?”

Jesus answered, “What if one of you has a sheep and it falls into a deep hole on the Sabbath? Will you not take hold of it and lift it out? And a human being is worth much more than a sheep! So then, our Law does allow us to help someone on the Sabbath.” Then he said to the man with the paralyzed hand, “Stretch out your hand.”

He stretched it out, and it became well again, just like the other one. Then the Pharisees left and made plans to kill Jesus.
